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BOOK X. 



CHAPTER I. 

Of the Drama. 
ConduSl ofjgathon at the Court (^fDioy^us. 
J^^^'^T is an objeftkm made 9gajnft 

VK ^'M ^^^'^§^^^^— "Whoof .^1 :pO€tS, 

k.^^JHf fi*^c^ tlomer^ knew /nwiJ^nd 
the- feeft from the king to^tbecbeggar, 
and from Jdius Cafar xq JmkFi^t^i 
and who few through their xhairsi^^s by 
a wonderful kind.^jf vintiritionr^It isil 
fey an.c4)jeflaon made.againft JbkxiJbiit 
his pieces. havr nc«Jany, ot: a^kaft ft.vqy 
YoUIV, B fauky 
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faulty, irregular, and ill-concerted plan, 
that comic and tragic incidents are 
thrown together promifcu9ufly in the 
moft unaccountable manner, and fre- 
quently the very perfon, who by the pa- 
thetic language df nature has drawn tears 
into our eyes, Ihall a few moments after, 
by fome ftrange conceit, or extraordina« 
ry expreiSon of his feelings, throw us, 
if not into a fit of laughter, yet into fuch 
a flate of indifference, that it is very dif- 
ficult for him afterwards to revive in us 
that fympathy with which he wilhes to 
infpire us. — ^Tbis is the general objeftion, 
— and thofe who make it nfever once re- 
flcft, that even in this refpedt his pieces 
are natural pidures of human life. : The 
life of moft men, and (if we might ven- 
ture to fay it) the courfc of a£kion in 
. great f^ates, confidering them as rtioral 
agents, refemblcs the old gothic drama 
-in^ fo miany refpeds, . that one would be 
induced to believe the authors of thofe 
pieces were more btelligent than is com- 

- . monly 
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monly imagined, and where they had no 
particular defign of fetting human life in a 
light of ridicule^ have taken as oiuch 
trouble to paint nature truely, as the 
Greeks did to embellifli her. Not to men- 
tion an accidental conformity, that in 
thcfe pieces, as in real life, the moft im.- 
portant parts are frequently played by the 
very loweft a^ors — ^what can tally more 
exaftly thao both are ufed to do with 
each other, in the bufinefs, diftribution 
and difpofition ot the fcenes, in the in- 
tricacies ai\d cataftrophe of the plot ? 
How feldbm do the authors of the oqe. 
or the other afk themfelves,^ why .they 
have made this or that prccifely fo, and 
no otherwife ? How often do they fur- 
prize us with events, for which we are 
not in the leaft prepar^ ? Ho>v pften 4o 
we fee perfons coming in and going GUt, 
without being able to compi;ebend fpr 
what purpofe they appear^ or for what 
reaibn they difappe v ? . Ho^ much in 
both is left to chance ? How often do we 
B 2 fee 
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fee the greateft effedts produced by the 
moft trivial caufes ? How frequentJy are 
pohits of weight and moment treated 
with a giay arid car^lefs air, and' the moft 
ihfignificant matters canvafled' with ari^ 
xiiculous folemnity ? -And when every 
Ihing is To lamentably pei^plexed and 
jcrtnWed together, that we begin to def- 
'^air of the poflibiKty' of a concluficMr, 
4iow ^p^ly do ^V6 fee eitteer by fome 
^Deity popping out of ~a paper-cloud in 
'the' thidft of thunder and lightning, or 
by fome other bold ftroke, every diffi- 
' tultyy ' not unravdled indeed, ' but cut 
•'ihroiigh at -clnce j which fo^far anfwers 
^'f!fe«fkme end, that one way or other the 
"Jniece is br<:)i%ht to a concluiSon, and the 
' ipeQ:ators may claf> or hifs as they ple?rfe, 
' di^-^s they dare, Befides, every ^ne 
'kteivs, what ^n important figure the no- 
ble f* fidns-fFurJt makes in the tragi-come- 
dies we are fpeaking of, who feems re- 
* fcftvtd to inlaiBtain himfelf upon the Ae- 

t Jack PudcKng. 
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ajte in the capital of the German erapke, 
probably, as an eternal monument of the 
tafte. of our anceftors ! Would to God 
bi$ charader was entirely confined to the, 
theatre ! But how many principle fcenes, 
in all times, have we not feen conduced' 
on the ftage erf* the world ,wit|v — or what^ 
is yet^wo^e, by— ^a Hans-lVurJi ? How 
o^n have the greateft men, born to be 
the ftipporters of a throne, the bencfadtors 
of whple i;iations and ages, been reduced 
to fee their wifdom and courage baffled 
by a law ridiciiious joke of a Hans-fVurft^ 
ot petfons of tlve feme ftamp,who without 
affufoiBg bis doujblet an4 yellow hofe, 
make nofcruple 9f ^fllunlng his chaise* 
tor-? Hqvv often dp the embarraflfnents 
thf^mfelves in ea<?h fpecies of tragi- 
CQmedy arifc merely f riyn^i fome hlqncjer , 
or rogyery pf /fo^-/^^«j^, which ddfeafs ^ 
the fch^iitt^ of fen,ftl?le people before thejf . 
can be aw^f e of it ?— Afoww ck tabuU ! — 
But if this cpmparif^n be founded, as 
we appre^nd it is, hoyi muft wc pity a 
B 3 wife 



Digitized by 



Google 



6 $ ' The Hlfiory of 

wife and upright man whofe fate hath 
deftined him to be involved in the admi- 
niftration of public affairs under a wick- 
ed or — which is worfe ? — a weak Prince? 
Of what advantage is it to hini, that he 
hath abilities and refolution, that heads 
on the foundeft principles, and the ftrid- 
eift plan of juftice, when the moil con- 
temptible infedt, when a flave, a pimp, 
a Bacchidion, or fomethlng ftill more 
worthlefs, fome parafite, whofe whole 
merit confifts in clnining, diffimulation 
atid miKce, have it in their power to dif- 
concert, Vetard, perhaps totally to de- 
ft'oy Lis tteafores ? While he, having 
once ventured upon fo hazardous an un- 
<tertaking, as that for inftance, in which 
Agaihon is at prefent engaged, hath no 
other taeans remaining to fatisfy hi? own 
confciehcc, and to juftlfy his condud: in 
ait events before the impaftial tribunal of 
wife men, and pofterity — ^but that of lay* 
ing down to hlmfelf a regular plan for 
his direftion in every point, before he 
. • puts 
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puts his hand to thebufinefs. Though, 
perhaps, all the precaution which can be 
derived from fuch a plan, may not be 
fufficient to afcertain the event : yet he. 
will h?ivc the confolation of Imving taken 
fuch fteps as muft inevitably havefecured' 
fuccefs to his meafures, had it not been 
for accidental circumftances, which it 
was not pofEble for him either to forefee 
or prevent. 

This was in faft our heroes firftcarc, 
after he had engaged to affume the cha- 
racter of a counfellor and confidant to* 
King Dhrrjifius.' He faw all, or at lea(b 
a great part of the difficulties in forming, 
fuch a plan as might ferve for a dtti to 
condud him through the labyrinth of a: 
court and of public life. But he was of 
opinion, that the moft dcfedtiveplan is bet- 
ter than none at all ; and it was his cuftom,- 
whatever fubjed: employed his riioughts, 
to draw his ideas into a fyftem fo naturally 
difpofed, that they formed of themfelves 
as it were, a plan which ufually had 
B 4 no 
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no other fault than what arbfe frpw the 
temper oiAgathon, who could not think fo . 
ill of mankind, as thofe with whom he was 
concerned deferved- Yet he bad no longer 
that fublime notion of hum^n; natifare- 
that he fdrmerly entertained, or to 
fpeak more accurately, he was acquaint- 
ed with the infinite diftance between me- 
taphyfital man, fuch as is dreamed of in 
a folitary life of fpeculation ; natural man, 
in tlie rude ftate of fimpliclty and inno- 
cefnce, as he comes out (rf~the^ands of, 
the univerfai mother of Beings; and ar- 
tificial man, to whom fociety, it*s kws^ 
cuftoms and manners, hiawaiits, bis^de-; 
pendifece, the perpetual conteft beiwieen. 
his defires and hb inability, his own rights, 
aiid the right of others, the cdnfcquent 
ncceflity of diflfembling, and perpetually, 
concealing his real views, and a thou&nd* 
fimilar phyfical and moral caufes contri- 
bute to give an unaccountable deccttfiil 
form, — He knew, I fay^ after all the ex- 
perience he had already had, tiiis diffe- 
rence 
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fence of men from whfrt Acy might be, 
is^ probably from what they fliould be> 
too weU to fouad his plan upon platoivq 
ideas. He was no longer that juvenil? 
enthufiaft, who thought if as eafy tQ car-, 
ry a great defign into execution,, as tq 
ronceive it. The Athenians' h^ cured 
him for cVer> ofthep¥pjufJi9e,,that virtu? 
flood in need of no ^ffiftance to com 
^i^r hefi enemies^. He h|ad learnt how 
little a man can expedfc from other?|, how 
^tle he c^ depend pipon theo),, and 
what wa^ of mgft in^p^Ttapce tp hioi^ 
^ow little confidence he opght to repofq 
g) hinvfeijFt. He ha4 kvnt how muqU 
©pe i».uft give way tp cir? upill^cesrf tha; 
% plan in iffejf tfccf. B[*^| p^rfc^ iiV 
§frta>tt fifUfRipnSj is^ frequently thQ 
Wprft^tha? ill oanoQt be changed att^nce 
into gpod ; t^at in xh^ rnqvaX as in the 
giliteridli world,, nothing piQpeecJs in ^ 
ftwt M^e, and that on$ can feldoip coma 
tQ a. good end^, without niany turnings^ 
^V^ windings:— In fine, that life, efpe*' 
B. 5 ciallj^ 
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cially that of a profeft ftatefitnan, refem- 
bles a voyage where the pilot is obliged 
to fleer according to wind and wea^ 
thcr; where ht is not fafe one inftant 
from- being ftopt or driven out of his 
c6urfe by oppofite currents ; and where, 
after a thoufand forced deviations from 
the line, he had traced out to hknielf on 
the chart, he arrives at lail' at the deftin- 
ed port, *as foow and in as good condition 
as poflSble.- 

Agreeably to thefe generM principles, 
he fettled his views in every thing he un- 
dertook ; the degree of virtue he propofed 
to attain, and his conduit towards thofe 
who ihould be moft inftrumental in im- 
peding, or prontioting his defigns, — the 
former he feg^lated by taking together 
j^ll the circumftances of the cafe he had 
before him — the fatter he adjufted con- 
formably to tlie nature of the perfons he 
had to deal with, or to fpeak with more 
propriety, according to the idea he form- 
ed 
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^d to himfelf of their cbaraders, which 
was not abfolutely infallible. 

Since- be had an opportunity of a 
nearer acquaintance vfithDiotrjifius, he 
could no longer expert to make him the 
pattern.of a good Prince ; but ft'dl he hop-^ 
ed, and* not without reaibny to be able to 
teke off the pernicious influence of his 
crimes^ and to avail himfelf of his good 
difpofitkms- or rather, of his- good hu* 
mour, and even of his pafliona and iit-» 
firmities for theadvancenaent of the pub- 
Kc good. . The opinion he entertained x>i 
this Ptince was in fad fo jnodwajte, . that 
ke could not found . it deeper, without 
giving up all hopes of fucccedihg in. his: 
defigns ; and yet the event Ihewed, ,that: 
he had even judged too favoutably dfi 
them.' Dionyfius had qualities indeed o£ 
a: very promifing afpeA; but unfortu- 
nately he had joined to each of thefe, ano-.- 
ther^ which contradided : all :tte formen 
had promifed ; andupon adofeand !deli-i 
Iwerate exanjination of his chamber, it apn 
B 6 pearedi 
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A G A T H O N. 13 

ter tafte for the fine arts, than he had hU 
therto had. In 9 ihoit time his palaces, 
coimtry-feats atid gardens, were fiUed 
with the choiceft prodw^ions of the bcft 
Grecian Artifts in pointing ami fculpture. 
Agathon brou^tj the nioft eminent virtue 
ofi in every braach horn Jthcns to Syr^ 
fu/e; be built a nxagnificent Odeuna upon 
the plan of that, for whidi Pmck$ had 
expeiKled the public treafure of the 
Greeks; and Dianjfim found & much 
aoxufcaient in the various fpecies of ex*t 
hibitions, with, which he was aliDOft 
dally entertained at the Theatre, under 
the diredbn tt his Awurite, that he 
icemed, according to cuftom> for a long 
time td have loft aB tafte for other <;Hvert 
fioBs, Yet there, waa aiwther ^ttacJimenf 
ftiU remaining, wfaofe influence over hingk 
was alone ftifficient to defeat ail the virtiv* 
ous prqjeAs of his newJy adopted fr^end> 
The dancing.f^i^^cfi/Vro«^ wa* the prey 
lent olb§edb of ^s ^s^tachment ;t but if 
5Ras ahcady ^patent,^ thajt .the imnvpde*^ 

rate 
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rate paffion, to which ihe Owed her itl* 
fhience, had abated very much of ife ori* 
ginal violence. It would not probably 
have been difikult to aiiticipat^ the 
cifcds of \i\% ' natural idconftancy a few 
weeks; but Agathmt had rcafons, which 
afppeared to hu»' of weight fufficiei^ to 
determine bto-a^inftifach a-meafutei 
Thecbnfort o^Vmyfius was in t no refpeft 
cakulated^ to fopport an attempt to re* 
ftraiiv him within the limits of conjugal 
afFedion. The Prince could not^ live 
tlritboat amours'; and the power his mif-t 
trefs obtained over his heart made his in- 
cbnftancy dangei^is* ' BacchidionvjasOM 
of thofe goad-Humoured frolicfome crea- 
tures, whole fancy paints every thing* tb 
them itr tlte mbftxieiightfulxiDlours, and 
who have no other cafe, than to laugh 
away tlieir time from one inftan t to ano* 
ther, without ever fuffirhig-themfelvea 
to be troubled with a Tifagie. thought of 
whbition ol" avarice^ or the leaft folicitiai^ 
fef the future; She loved pl^fure.ahave 

■ aU'. 
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all things ; ever ready to give as to re- 
ceive it, it feemed to fpring \jp' wherever 
ihe trdd ; it fmiledin her eyes and brea- 
thed from her lips. Without intending 
to derive any importance to herftlf from 
the attachment of the Prince, flie had 
already mote than once, from a kind of 
mechanical inclination to fee happy connr 
tenances, employed her power over his 
heart in doing fervices toperfonswho de- 
ferved them, as well as to othecs who 
did not, for Ihe never made any in« 
quiry about their merit. Agatlion was' 
appreheiiGve that her place might proba- 
bly be filled by fome other, who might 
be tempted to make a wcfffeufe ofhec 
charms. He held it, therefore, not un*f 
Worthy his own chara<fter, to encourage 
rather than oppofe the mclinattion of the 
Prince, in a proper manner, and. with^ 
dut letting it appear, that he gave any 
particuhir attention to it. He afibrded 
her opportunities of difplayiiig her ta- 
lents for amyfing ia, a. variety of way5, 

wbich 
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which gave hqr always th^ qbafm of no-? 
\]eljy, H« contrived by frqqUepji; Iktte 
al^feoc^t, to fwrwcnt the paiSOq of ft'^ 
^«5 frotoi being cfoy^d too fton with tte 
pleafuitis M fecmedto ta& ia the. ^rm$ 
of thb eng^ing cceatwe. . He even, pro-' 
needed: fa far, \oa a pamtplar occafioii^ 
whea.th^ rigkl principles Of /fe/<? in this 
refpe<a happeaed to be the fubje'd of dif-^ 
courfe, -as to naake no fcruple of declar-i 
iag^ that it ia an injufiice to thiok of cQfv 
fining within the linxits of ibfift mo4$h 
i»tion,ihc pcivajte aixuiftm^ts <?f a Prbfe«^ 
who makes a point of perfgflwflg bi% 
peat and cflential dutifs Wifh Cbctcjom-^ 
ing alSdiflky* ' Though his ; a;|«?€flSoW 
wc»e,gcn^al» ytatwhat he? f%wi fe^o^ed t» 
iinply a tacit approbation of the PrinceV 
attaclunent to the fair Bacchidiojiy tod this. 
HI fttfft. was his dcfign. We teaye ittQ 
be detcnanined, whej:her the jgoodocfs of 
lib ktfscBtion; was * fufiicieot to. ^flWy . fe 
dangerous an ayowal: t-hwlac iscceiJtain,, 
that DioHjifius, .who till now, frcm a kiad 

of 
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of Tcipedt for, the virtue of ou» Hero,; 
h^ taken pain^ to conceal his failings 
from him, was henceforward under Icfs, 
reftraint, and* through an ill- grounded, 
perhaps-, but a very general prejudice,, 
that virtu? mufl: be a declared enemy to. 
the fway of beauty, conceived a fufpi- 
GMUvthat our Hero, in ref|>eA of certain, 
foibles, flood no higher t;han hixnfelf and^ 
other mortals — and though fudi an opi-j 
nlpn was fbon confuted by the regularity 
SiXid confiflency o£ j^aiMs depoit^n^it^ 
yet was the genecai ioapr^fiioa never £a' 
thoroughly^ obliteri^t^^^but that the ao-i 
Gufations* framed by jUs, ^^Kiic% foundir 
from this irime m^ca^ wsp9{kt;o^ \tcmi 
of a Pripce^ vA^ was otheni^ &> muc^ 
difpo&d to look uppn virtue in the light;^ 
either of folly or g£ impofition. In the 
meai^ time Jgatknfy by his complaifaace 
to the favourite paffion qf J}im)fiusy pre- . 
v4led fo hv as to infpire him with a great- 
er inclination to attend to the affairs of 
government i and we, on our parr, may 

for- 
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forgive him, if he confidered the mamy 
good efFefts which refultedfroiti this fa- 
cility, as a fufficient reparation for the 
obloquy it brought upon hini from cer- 
tain rigid moralifts, who in their retire- 
ment from the wbrld condemn at their 
leifure the conduft of others, though 
they themfelves in their fitu^^tion would 
moft probably have afted in a more ex- 
ceptionable manner. 

Bk^iDE die fair Bacckidion whofe fole 
ambition, as we have feen, was to ren- 
der the Prince, whom ftie loved, perfedt- 
ly happy-^there was another favourite, 
who by his influence wrth DiotrjftuSy was 
the mod confidcrable of all thofe with 
whom Agathon had any concerns in his 
new department. This perfon, whofe 
name vj^s'PhWJlus/ took a part in this 
period of our hiftory, which may make 
•it an pbjeit of importance to the reader 
to be better acquainted with his charac- 
ter. Befides this, it is one of the invio- 
lable duties of hiftory, to ftrip off that 

falfc 
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falfc iplendor^wkh whkh fortune arid the 
favour of the great too often clothes the 
moft worthlefs beings ; to inform pofte^ 
rity, that Pallas^ for exanople, that fame 
Pallas, whom fo many decrees of the 
Roman fenate, fo many ftatues and pub- 
lic paintings even in after ages announce 
as one of the great benefadors of man- 
kind, as a Demi-God, was nothing, bet- 
ter nor greater than an infamous aban- 
doned Have. Although Philljlus may ap- 
pear in comparifon with a PaUas or a 2lf* 
gettinuSynot more than aDwarf to a Giant, 
yet this in faft proceeds only ftom the 
immenfe difference between the Roman 
Empire at its higheft point of grandeur, 
and that petty ftate which was fubjeft to 
the dominion of Dionjifius. Even that 
Fiend, who to vent his malice drowned a 
herd of fwine, would widi infinitely 
greater fatisfa^ion have laid the whole 
univerfe under water, had it been in his 
power ;. and Philtftus would have been a 
Pallas, had he had the good fortune to 

' , have 
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have htettiham^lx^^n the abti^diam^ 
ber olACkui^s. . The proofs- he gave in 
his fnjali Inhere of what he might havei 
cktne: ia a IttxgcsCy leave u^ pq room to 
doubt of tdie trutk fif this affertion. A 
flavebgr bitth^ and jrftenva^ds^ one of the 
frccd-men of the elder DimjifiuSy he dif- 
tinguiihedhimjlelf early among his com- 
rades, by an extraordinary craftincfs of 
genios, united to the mf>^ fupple diipo- 
iitien; yet the& aceomi^lifhiaents did 
not procure him the advantage of any 
particular favour or prefereo^e with his 
maftec, PMliftuSj fiodif^ .fortune not ia- 
flchmnjxir to affift htrt^ t^ugh thi^is no 
micoinoaon cafi^, was dil3;ur bed at it^ and; 
with reafon ; but hie; kiJev how to afliil 
himfelf. Others, who bid gone before 
him with better fi^c^^ef^ had taught hkn 
the way tx> advance higjfetf without 
trou&le ^d without merit t^ thgft digoA-* 
ties, for which a fp^cies of ambition,, fuch 
1^ ia certain minds is perfe^ly compati- 
ble with the moft abjeft meannefs, had 

given 
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gi^en him an irrefiftible define. We 

have already obferved/ that the younger 

' DhfPjfii^ t^as kept in tmufual itefiraint by 

-bis fottor. FkUi/lus :was the cmly pcrfon, 

who had {lenf^tracioti r enough to difcover^ 

^^feirufe'ttiight be made of fliis circum- 

ftaiice. ' He found mieans to iriake the 

< yoUng Fririce*^ nights jpals more agreea- 

: bly rfianrHis A^s. :Was there occafion 

rfor hiai. to do more, ; in order to be confi- 

' Aer^ 'as a benefactor, ' . AVfadf^ ; fervicas 

couid^ never fufficiehdy iie rewacded ? 

Philijius did not flop here ; he fell upon 

an expedient ta render hiKifetf,.by meai^s 

only of afliglit }nanoeuv4"e, .at onfcc. a 

more worthy, and;ai3f]ore;]»in!ec^ifte ob- 

jed: x)f this re^varrd. !An unlucky ^oHc, 

which be had tlie Tut x)f adminiibring, 

fliortened the days of the old tijfr^iit ; 

Pii7//?«i was the firff to bripg the joyful 

tidings to his young matter ; and now he 

beheld himfelf at once: in the mo& i55cl5et 

conii^ce of a king, and foon a(fterat 

the helintof the ftidce. ^befeHttle an«- 

. . dotes 
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dotes are fufEcient to give us fo clear an' 
idea of the moral charaAer of this up- 
right minifter, that M^'e Ihould not wonder, 
if he were now toconunit crimes of the 
moft flagitious caft, that human nature is 
capable of. But whut a phyfiognomift 
muft he have been, who could read 
thefe'anccdotes^in his eyes ? It is true, 
that j^athan, from the* beginning, did 
not conceive a very favourable opinion 
of him, but h5w, without receiving any 
particular information, or being himfelf 
a Philfjius, was it poffible for him to fuf- 
peft, <Jh^t Philijius could be what he 
really was. . Few people knew the infide 
of this man ; and thofe few were too 
good courtiers to betray their former pa- 
. trori, till his difgrace was certain, and 
till they Taw what they were to get by it ; 
even Arift'tppus, who in all probability 
was no ftranger to his true charader, had 
determined to aft the part of a mere 
fpcftator. Another circumfbnce, which 
might contribute alfo to miilead Jgaikony 

was. 
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wa$, that Pkiliftus tmploytd every means 
which the; art of diffimulation could fup- 
ply; to acquire his cftcem. With all 
tljac knowledge of mankind, which he, 
according to the ufual^ thpugh very fal- 
lacious notion of c<n}rtiers, thought him- 
felf poffefled of, he. had, to his great 
-difapppintment, never been able to difco- 
ver the weak fide of our Hero. He had, 
therefore,, , no other ineaps left but to re- 
commend himfelf to the new favourite, 
as an*ufeful man, by great induftry and 
punftuality in bufinefs ; and as a man of 
integrity, by virtues, which, whenever 
he h?id occafion fpr them, he could af- 
fume with -as much eafc, as one can flip 
on a mafquerade habit To thefe quali- 
fications, which Agathon thought he per- 
ceived in him, were added the favour he 
was in with Dhnji/ius^ and the cpnfidera- 
tion, that it would be lefs fafe for the 
ftate to difmifs an ambitious minifter, 
than to keep him under ftridt limita- 
tions, . with all app^nt refped to his 
' dignity: 
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dignity: and tteis if happened, that diofe 
who had looked upon the <iifgrace of 
'PhSiJius as a natural cohlequence of the 
t promotion tof ^^g-tf/W, found thenafelves 
tniftaken in their opinioh/ Mis credit 
feemed rather to incredle, for he was 
appointed prcfident of sfll the different 
courts of juftice, and j^athon, with due 
reftri^ons and Subordination Ihared 
" tinder him that poWer, the fole and ab- 
' fohite pofleffion 6£ which had formerly 
been invefted in the confidant of the 
Prince. But in fad, by thde means it 
' became next to sm ^mpoffibility ifor him 
■ to be guilty of mifaemeanors, if at any 
' time he Ihould happen to be under a 
' teniptation of committing them ; while 
' there were fo many eyes upon every part 
'of hisadminiftration, while he was obli- 
ged to render an account of his whole 
conduft, and was not at liberty to take 
' any ftep without the approbation of the 
I^ince, or, whichf6r fome time was ihc 
jfaifie thing, xyf his reprefentetive. 

We 
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We might here without doubt teport 
many fine things of Agathor!^ adminiftra- 
tion, if we were difpofed to expatiate on 
every ufeful bniinance and regulation, 
which he either adually had, or would^ 
if time had permitted him, have carried 
into execution, in refpedt to jwlitical 
ceconomy, the colleaion and appiication 
of the public revenue, police, agripiil- 
ture and commerce, and, what in his 
opinion was one of the moftcflential ol> 
jedls, the manners of the pepple, and 
the cultivation of virtue. But fuch a 
detail is not coniiftent with the plan of the 
prefcnt work, and would in faft argue 
an ignorance <£ the effedl it muft jw^oduce 
in our days, in which the art of govern- 
ment feems to .have taken a turn, that 
renders the fyftem and exanaple of our 
Hero as ufelefs, as die projefts of the 
good Abbe dc St. Pierre of patriotic me- 
mory. The manner in which Jgathon 
formerly employed hisintereft and author* 
rity zt Athens J .may give our readers a fuf- 
- Vol. IV. C ficient 
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ficknt idea how he would employ a regal 
revenue, and a power nearly ahfolute. 

One circumftance^ however, we inuft 
not omit, as it had a confklerable influ^ 
ence on the fubfcquent adventures of our 
Hero/ DionjfiuSy at the tinije when Aga-- 
thon arrived at his court, was engaged in 
a war with the Carthaginians, who act- 
ing in concert with feveral fmall rcpub* 
lies on the fouth and weft fides of Sicify^ 
under pretence of protedlii^ them againft 
the overgrown power of Syracufe^ endea* 
voured to take advantage of the civil dif- 
fenfions among the natives, as a favour- 
able opportunity to bring under fubjeftion 
to themfelves an ifland, which from its 
fituation was of the greateft importance 
to their commercial views. Some of thefe 
fmall republics were ai&ially under the 
dominion of tyrants, as they were called j 
and thefe had thrown themfelves already 
into the arms of the Carthaginians ; the 
reft had ftill in fome meafure preierved 
their liberty, and hefitated between the 

fear 
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fear of Jbeing^ crrerpowcted by Diot^us, 
and a miftruft of their pretended friends, 
in a ftatc of fiiQ)ericc, which every mo^ 
ment feemcd inclining to the fide rf tht 
latter. 

iHmo^'ates, whom DiMj[fiut had intrufti 
^ with the chief command in this war, 
had, by gaining fbme tidvantages over thd 
e»emyy already acquired, -what is often 
ptirchaied at a very eafy rate, the reputa* 
tfion of a good general; but as he was 
Aiorc^feiicit6us to employ th?s opportu- 
nity In gAthiring laurels and riches for 
himfetf, than in promoting the true in-' 
tereft of his matter, he had rather en- 
couraged than fuppr^flcd the interior com- 
ihdtilobs oifthe Sicilians, and by hk con- 
dt^ hia^irikSfe himfelffo^ious tothofe, 
who hiad^not cfnbraced any party, th^t ^ > 
they were^on the point of declaring for 
Cai^th^. Under theft dhfumftances:4f^-" 
tkm m^ di'dpixi^tt, that *Tiis eloquence' 
m^hl 'b^ Aoit^ ierVi^afcte to Diorrxfiusy 
than all the land* afed fea-'forccs, though^ 
C 2 they 
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they were by no means incpnfiderabJe> 
that Ttwocratez had under his wmrpap^* 
He held it better to reilore tranquillity tp . 
Sicily^ than Jto fubdue it^ to \%z/i iti^SQ 
a kind of voluntary fubmiiEon to &^ii^ 
cuftj than to fufFer it tOTemain e^pofed 
to the rifques arid perilous coniequences 
of a war, which, let the event be a$ for- 
tunate as pcrffible for Dioirji/ius^ couJd af- 
ford him no />ther advantage, but the 
equivocal one of adding to his fiftyedks « 
multitude of reludtaht and! difeffefied 
people, upon whofe fidelity he cpuW ifJt 
depend for one fingle moment. DMt^us 
could not refiifc his afient lo the resufoas 
upon vjhidijfgathou fupported his defign, 
and His hopes of fuccefs froii^ it. , Upoa 
the whole, it was rfxe fame thing to him, 
by what means he obtained quiet pofief- 
fion of the Ibyereignty of Sicily, provid- 
ed he did obtain it; and as he was mean 
enough to plume himlelf on the very mr 
decifive, indeed, but for that. realbn n^ore 
induftriouily magnified vidories of his 

general, 
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general, as if they had been his own ac- 
quifidons ; fo was he alfo cowardly 
enough to Hften to the ihoft inglorious 
terms of accommodation, whenever he 
refleded with any degree of attention 
upon the uncertainty of the fortune 
of war. Thus the nobler principles of 
our Hero gained an eafy accefs with him, 
or to ^eak with more propriety, Jga- 
thon afcribed the favourable difpofition 
he found him in to the impreffion made 
by his own reafoning, without perceiv- 
ing that it was really founded in the pu- 
.ffllanimity of his heart* Upon this he 
repiired in private (for it was abfolutely 
'ne€efl&ry that Ttntocrates fhould not have 
the leaft fuiplcion of his defigns) tofuch 
cities as were on the point of joining the 
Carthaginians. Here he fucceeded in re- 
moving the univerfal prejudice which 
prevailed againft the dreadful tyranny of 
Dionjifius ; he convinced them fo entirely 
of this truth, that the intereft of each 
particular part of Sici^ is infeparable 
C 3 "from 
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from that ©f the whole ; : he drew f^ ^flat- 
tmng a pidure of the fortunate co04i- 
tion of the ifland, if all the members of 
itwere united by. the bands of mutual 
confidence and friendihip to Syracufe^ as 
to a common center; that he obtftioed 
more than be. had hoped, and even, mqye 
than he wilhed. He wanted only allies, 
but they in a fit of unbounded affe<aion 
were on the point of yielding themfelves, 
without any conditions, the fubjeds of a 
Prince^ with whofe minifter they were 
fp.highly inchant^d. 

The turn which public affairs rtook^ 
from this circumftance, brought the war 
fq quickly to an end, that TtmocraU^ had 
no opportunity of acquiring glory by a 
decifive adtion, which, every thing con- 
fidered, might have been as likely to ter- 
minate in a defeat as in a viftory. It 
•may cafily ^be conceived, whether J^ga* 
thon by fucb meafures obtained the friend- 
ftip of this man, whofc; great fortune 
^nd ^liance with the Prince made him a 

perfon 
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peribn of confequence in the ftate, and 
with what eyes Ttmocrates would look 
vipon the general applaufe and joyful ac- 
clamations of the people, which attend-" 
ed our Hero in his return to Syracufe 
(the marks of that high refpcdt with 
which he was received by the Prince,) 
and the unlimited efteem he fecur^d 
to himfelf by this peaceful conqueft. 
Conftrained, however, to fupprefs his 
difcontent and hatred againft fo fuc- 
cefsful a rival, he waited only with fo 
much the greater impatience for oppor- 
tunities privately to work his niin ; and 
how was it poffible he ihould want for 
opportunities in a court, and in the court 
of fuch a Prince? 
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CHAP. II. 

Itiftanc^Sy that every thing which glittery is 
not Gold. 

^GJtfiONy duringan adminiftra- 
^^ tion, which had not laft^d quite 
two years, having now gained the ut- 
moft confidence of his Prince, and the 
general love o£ the nation over which he 
ruled, bad raifed himfclf .to that eminent 
degree of reputation and apparent feli- 
city, which undefcrvedly becomes an ob- 
jedt of admiration to all inferior pcrfons^ 
and of 'envy ta bafe and ill-difpofed 
jininds. We muft however own, that 
that whimfical inexplicable power^ which 
is called luck or chance, bad not the 
leaft fhare in tbefe advantages. The fer- 
vices he had rendered in fo fhort a time 
to the Prince, as well as to the nation, 
the quieting of «$/V/7y, the greatnefs of 
Syracufe eftabliihed, the embelliflijcnent of 
this capital city, the reformation of her 

policy, 
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pblicy, the encouragement of arts and 
inanufa^res, and the univerfal attach- 
fineot bp prolcured tola government which 
wa9 before dctdkd,>— all thefe things 
.gave indifprhtableteftraibniesof'the wif- 
ydoniof his adminiftration. Thefe merits 
wefe; placed in: fo fttbng a light by the 
'difintereftadneis and i^giiiarity of his coii- 
^&y that there, ^^'as no poflibility of 
throwing a; falfc colouring over them. H^s 
fecret enemies therefore,, had (carce any 
. hopcsl remdningt)f procuring his difgrace 
fofoore as it was expedient for their pri- 
v^edefigns^ without the uncertain aflift- 
arice of fome accidental circumftance, 
which yet they could not form any idea of, 
^ Th J£ . fecret enemies of Agathon ! — Is it 
poffible that a man. whofe. condud: wis 
fo irreproachable,.' and whofe benevolence 
was extended. to jrfl, could have enemies? 
Thus perhaps will fome peirfons think, 
who feem occafionally to forget, that eve- 
ry wife man, muft. of neceflSty have all 
&q1s,, every upright mj«i all knaves, for 
C 5" his% 
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his avowed, or certatnljr.^^rays .for hp 
.fccret enemies. Thb is a troth -wAX 
foimded on the Batuie of /dnngs^iaod fo 
well coa&ipe^. by iinlnteiSFuptea expcrf- 
ence,- that we havd rmich betdsr retfo» 
for afting. How was it paffibje that ' a 
cnan^ who behaved fowell, fhouldhavc 
had no enemies ? The man ixul^d who& 
conftant endeavour was toniake his 
Prince virtuous, or at lead' to make \m 
foibles hafmkfs, muft inevitably draw 
upon himfelf the utmoft hatred itom 
thofe courtieis, who (as Mohtefyuieu fxys 
of all the great) fear nothing fo much^ 
«s virtue in their Prince, whofe foibles^ 
they confider as the moft fecure founda- 
tion of their hopes. They could not be- 
hold ^tf/*o« in any other light, than as 
an obflacle to all their views andcnter- 
prizes. He required for inftance^ that a 
man Should have foAc marit, before he 
could pretend to any rewards ; but thqr 
Knew a readier and more coivvenient me- 
thod j a rtk^hod by v^hich perfims of no 

worth 
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worth have at all times fucc^€;d iio cbutts^ 
cjccept under fuch gaverpBH^^$ tkat of 
Aftmnus afld Jtduirms. Servile *<}ulati0i% 
blind fubferviency to jhc paffioi^ (rf* our 
(upieriors^ in&niibUity to all the ^ mo^ 
ticjn^ of confpence apd ihvuiattify,: doa6> 
tiefs to the call of all duties^^ ^hft iuwdy 
eii^^ontery of arrc^atkig;. to owfelveis ti- 
ieqts an4 merits ^Yehave never poffiflcd, 
a ready willingnefs to comn^t evfSi^ ba^ 
aflion, wh^ch can co^ibute tOcowr ad- 
vai^cemen)tj— thefe i^ere m^thgd^.fey^ji^hifch 
jigaihon had made it impoffible.lf^r them 
to rife. • They iaw, that fo long fs. thfe>- 
uncomxfion man maiEtaioed th^ ppft q£ 
, feybvurite xpDiofQfius, there was bq .p$j£- 
fibiHty of fuccefs. for men of their i^amp. 
They therefore detected him; and we 
may be affuad> that there was a kiiwi qf 
confpiracy^bToodiiig in the minds of all; 
thefe courtiers againft him^ nor waa it 
even necefiary th^ they fliould have a 
feciet conference ^ut it^ But nothing 
of this was as yet evident^ The maik,, 
C 6 which. 
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which tkey thought proper to put on, 
fet fo e^ upoii them, that Agatfm hun«- 
fclf was decdved by it ; and behaved to 
TMiytufj TtmocrdUi and their creatures, 
juft in thcfame niaBoer, as if i^eeflieeiii 
dicy teitified for him, and Ac approba- 
tioft they gave to aM his meafures, had 
bfcen iinccrc. Thefe honieft men had a 
double a^rantagfe^over him, for he, un- 
/ iufpef^ing any evil from them, did not 
•^inkof watching them clofely :— while 
they, confcious of their owa bafenefs, 
were |hc more cautious of concealing 
th«ir true fentiments under an impene^ 
trable difguife,^ Certain as they were, 
that every nian^ tmjft neceflitfily have a- 
weak fide, they took al! the pains ima^ 
ginable to find out his, and expofed him 
to all manner of trials, without his being 
able to caft any fufpicion upon thcih 
from this doiidud. But when they found 
him either indifferent to, at prepared a- 
. gainft all the temptations they occafib- 
nally threw in his* way, they had no 

other 
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other expedient left, 'till fome favour- 
able opportunity fhould offer, than to 
lull him by the magic illufions of fubtfc 
flattery, which he might the more eafily 
miftake for friendship, as it had all tbi! 
appearance of it ; more efpecially, as he 
had a right to exped that every indivi- 
dual ihould be his friend, in a country 
where he had been ferviceable to all. 
This fcheme fucceeded, and it muft be 
owned, that they gained much uponhiih 
byit. ^' 

We cannot however avoid confeffing, 
whether it is to the prejudice of our Hd- 
ro or not, that at the time when his fame 
was arrived to the higheft pitch, when 
Diojtxfim loaded him with marks of un- 
itenited favour, when he was looked up- 
f>a by all Siclfy as their guardian angel, 
and when he feemei to poflcfe that rare, 
if not even* unheard of happinefs, in fb 
fplendid a fituarion, of having all admi- 
rers and friends, without one enemy,-^ 
*yet the kdies in Sj/racufi were the only 

perfons 
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perfons who made it fufficiently, apparent 
how little they were fatisfied,-with his ^- 
havioun With a %ure Aich as hi^, en- 
dowed in fo- extraordinary a degree with 
every . quMification necefl&ry to fisrfcinate 
the eyes and captivate the heart, it was 
very natural that he ftiould at^rafl: the at- 
tention of the fair. 

Th£ ladies of Syracuji had as good 
eyes as thofe of *y/«jT^^,— they had hearts 
too — or, if they hj^d.no hearts^ they had 
at leaft emotions which are frequently 
fubftituted for thofe of the hearty and 
even if they wanted thefe, yet had they 
vanity, and could not. therefore behold 
witb indifference the, ol^ftinate infenfibi- 
lityof a man, whqm they confideredas 
their enemy, beqaufe the cooq^eft of hini 
would feem to proclaim the conqueror a& 
the moft amiable of her fex* The fa« 
vourite of a monarch, in tbe^eyes of^ipofl 
ladks, is always an Adorn. How natu- 
ral then was the defire of infpiring an 
Jdonis with love, who was alfo the confi- 
dant 
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dant of ^ king, aftd ^xceptiDg the thle, 
^u4: a certaijti b«4 :ware fwik) thp heai^ 
V^ti^ in xcfdity hHSfftf jihetkmg? We 
ffi^qft tmft tothf gnUantryof ) tb^ Sicilian 
rbcAuties, that tb^ nc^le^ed no advances 
nrhkh could leaK evenf the fliadow of a 
:dQC?meK<mfefothis coWncft. •"Aftdby 
wh^ .meao$ indeed .c(«3ld he. have been 
ejiqufed^ hi^ tme^.tfaat ijhixiaqwho is 
laden v^ith the care g{ a whole city, has 
n<v quite * fo muc|i tieifqfe ?s a young 
g^tkmaa, ^ho Im DO$hit^ elfe ^ do|, 
but^ft toibew his fac^rrk^e a day ip 
thfc aBti-chiwnbet^ and fiv^tte^s the reft qf 
hbitutte frotp one hieauty, and from^ooe 
cdnapaoy to another. But, however oc- 
cupied a man j»ay j\^ yet- he ftill fets 
feiii^^bours apart fof hiipffclf, and for his 
pl4afiire9; and though Jg^bon might 
miike Us office mot;e trouMefoo^ to him* 
Telf, th^ 13 ufual in ow liipes^r fince we 
have difcoyeccd the ifeptet;of douig the 
. rtjoft .in\p«irtant,thin^ witfc.af ecfttaiQ le* 
vity unknown to our niore weighty an- 

ccftors. 
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ccftbrs> — ^the fccrct of doing them, per- 
h^ps HOt i<> Wcll> Imt with infiftitely niore 
grace,-— it niliftffiirtetvid^fltjthw j^ 
tkon had focb lK)iairs of redii-ettieht. Tb* 
influence he had in the admimftration o£ 
the ftate, feemed to ^ve hiin fo little t6 
do, his mnid ^peat^edf fo difeil^gM^ and; 
he Aie9^ fo mticfr vivacity and gdod hu^ 
mour m cdo^piany, attd^ at? the public di»- 
¥erfion9> where Die/^ifius would always 
have him about \m perfon,^ that the fin^ 
giiliritj^ of his €Ottdtidt could »ot poffibljr 
be attributed to- his occupations, k was 
ned^ffary therefot e to think of fome odiet 
hypothefis to explaiii it. At firft, eachi 
kdy fofpeded that fomfe dther was the 
fecret caufe of this; ^nd as loiig a^ihis 
iufpicioB lafled, one might obferve with 
what jealous eye^ the good ladias watched 
each other; and" how often, inonemc^ 
meht, z difcovery was^ thought to be 
"made, whicb in the nfext was contradic- 
ted. At length it was founds that the 
ladies fufpca:ed each other wrongftilly,. 

and> 
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and that Jgathon was equally compbifant 
to all, but loved none. They had not 
the leaft fuipicion of any abfent fair one; 
for what could have mduced him to keep 
the objedb of his love at a diftance ? 
Nothing was now left but to make fuch 
<conjeifturcs as could not any way reflet 
niuch honour upon our Hero; neither 
could they leflen the reafonable difguft 
which one muft feel at fo unnatural, and 
in every confideration fo deteftable a 
phaenomenon. . 

Our readers, who cannot have for- 
gotten what Jgathon Was at Sffrj^rna, will 
immediately have thoughts which could 
not poffibly octur to the ladies of Sjh 
racufe : — they will perhaps imj^ginc them 
to have been deficient in charms, capable 
of making a fufficient impteffion upo^i a 
heart, which after a Danae (what a pic- 
ture does this fingle word reprefent }) 
would not eafily find any thing worthy 
of exciting its emotions. Bur if the in- 
formation we fgllow in this hiftory iS be- 
lieved. 
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lieved^ there was not the flighteft 
foundation for a conjedure fo little 
to the credit erf thefe ladies, Syra- 
tufe had it's beauties, which as well as 
liMnaey might have ferved for models to 
a Tolycktes^ and all thefe fair ones had o- 
thcr advantages which added to their 
beauty.— Some had wit, others tcnder- 
nefe, fome had at leafl: a good fliare of 
that noble effrontery, which feems tb 
charaderize a certain clafs among our 
modem females, and fometimes fooner 
^kis its end, than the moft perfeft 
^arms,^ which being concealed under 
ithc veU of modefty^ feem to betray an 
-iiyurious diffidence in Aofe who poffeft 
them. This could not therefore be the 
reafon, — ^Well 1 perhaps then he might 
have availed himfelf erf the fecrecy of 
Socratetj and have found in the filent em- 
.bracesof fome agreeable Cypqijis, the fu- 
reft mediod of appearing to the world a 
-Xl?/KwirJto.r^Neithcr was this the cafe— 
at leaft our informations fay nothii^ a- 

pbout 



Digitized by VjOO^IC 



A G ATHON 43 

bw*; i$*i N« *Q jdcttia our readers 
t^ejEpfeitg w^ fiuitlcfrconjcdvaes, we 
'WUI ;pwn, that tbn^ caofe.of this indifier- 
cqpe in.our Hecp, *ras fomething fo na- 
tural and. fimple, that as foon as we have 
^i$fc9v^i^ it, ShafhBahdm htm&lf will 
ithink, that .he^hadiexpeSjed, if not the 
v^ry thing, at lead; fomethii^ much 
lik^it. 

The merchant, whom Jgaikan ac- 
Gopapaflied to Syriuufi, *atf one of thofe 
to wfcppi he had before at Jibens ^ven 
,the pid:urc of his' Pj^hij in order that Ihe 
..might be fearched for in all places with 
. gi:^ter/pr<^abUit}& of fuccefi* iPerhaps 
,he/io>y thOi^t ttot mj^rt.of this ciroum- 
ft^c^ till Ohe day payJng'ayifit to this 
friend of his, he by chance faw this pic- 
tyre in his clofet/ The fenfations of Jga-' 
thon at.thb inftant, .were . not very dif- 
ier^nl from' thofe- he iwoul^have cKperi- 
enced, if this had becn'J^^«:*r herfelf. 
The ideas of his firft love became fo 
lively on this occafion, that, however 
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fmall his. hopes ^die d[ ever feeing ttier 
original again, tfacy confirined bim anew 
in the reiblution of remaining trUe to her 
meniory^. The ladies^ of S^acufe had 
therefore inrealijcy a rival, though thejr 
could not jguefstbat thofe tender fighs^ 
which either of them would have wiihed 
to draw from his breaft, were poured' 
forth in midnight hours before a pi^red 
miftrefs. 

Among ali thofe who were piqued dr 
the inlcfifibiKty of our tteifo, none of 
them could diffmte the preference with 
the imCUaniJfa^ mre^rd to^aH the pef- 
fefiions which nature abd 2Xt taA unite 
in one lady, A perfed rcgitfaaf beauty, 
be it faid' voider favour of aU^fuch ds may 
be interefted in preibifring the Graces^ to 
their Queen, is, among all the qualifica- 
tiom a lady can po0iefs, that which makes 
the quickeft, ficongef^ and^^ moft uni- 
verfal impreffion. In Wdmen of virtue 
it has ftin this farther advantage, that at 
the fame time it repels the defires we ms^ 

have 
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liavc of being beloved by the podeflbr 
of fo cmcommon ah advantage, by a 
kind of ipechamcal rcfped, which the 
xnoft dariftg Satyr is fcarce able to over- 
€ome.> 

Cleoniffa pofliflcd this • perfeAion ip-fo 
Kigh a cfegree, that connoifleurs wha 
could behold beauty with the greateft 
<K)olneft and indifference, could not find 
any fault with her ; it was impoffible to 
fee her without admiration, Bu t the un- 
oommon referve (he afTeAed, the ma- 
jeftifc turn ftie kne^ how to give to' her 
countenance^ her looks and all her mo- 
tions, jtjined to the reputation of ftridt 
virtue Ihe had acquired by this, ftrcngth- 
eped the natural effeA of her beauty fo 
much, that do one had been bold enough 
to expofe bimfelf to the hazard of be- 
coming the Ixion to this Juno. Thenie- 
diocrity of her birth, and the fttuation 
as we)t as the prudence of a jealous huf- 
band, had kept her during her earlieft 
infancy at fo great ft diftaace from the 

worlds 
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worlds that flie Kd3 cpitte a new phasno 
menon, wben PhiUfius^i who had dSEco- 
vered her . we kiiow ^ fTOt' howy and had 
found out ^me comreokjnt method o£ 
making her a widow^ introduced her m 
quality trf his lady to the'cQurt of the 
Princefles, under which appellation the 
fl^ether,, queenj and fitter of Dionxfius 
BXt included, PhiliftuSytiOt more dif- 
pofed than his predeceflbr, to Ihiare the 
pofleffionof awoiiKin endowed with&ch 
extraordinary merits, with another, evea. 
had 1^ been. Jj/p/^^r himfelf, took rat ifirft 
as.rmuch precaution, ;a$ the avaritious^ 
keeper of a precious treafure can pbffibly 
inaagine, to preferve her fi«om the moft 
artful foares. But the virtue of thelddy,.* 
and the ruling paffion Dionj/ius ia the* 
firfl years of his r^ignhad difcdvered for* 
beauties not fo difficult of accd'd, joined 
perhaps to a^ certain coldnefs, which 
ufyally <^ef; t^o or 'three years are elipfed^ 
oftentiipssjjfmwh ;^ai^, .fteab in^pcr-' 
^^P^y^^PWi^iftfe ijvlftp, have &ch won« : 

derful 
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derfiil bcauries at their difpofal, had fo 
lulled his fufpicion, that he afterwards 
made nd fcriiple of permitting her to be 
in compaiiy with the Princefles, as often 
theydefired it. 

We* will not exariilnA virhethcr Oeonija 
. was then really fo virtuous, as the haugh- 
tinefs of her behaviour to the men, and 
the rigkJ pimciflds by which flie judged 
others of ber'owh fex, made her appear^ 
Let k fuffice that the Princefles, and 
what' is more, here hufband were perfeft- 
ly convinced of it, and that none of- the 
courtiers had 'as yet ventured to put fo 
refpe£kable a virtue to the proof. During 
the time that Plato was in fo great repute 
with Dioff^usy Cleoniffa was one of his 
moft zealous difciples, and one who had* 
learnt to fc'onverfe in the fublime Ian-' 
guage Off his philofbphy with the greateft 
fluency. Whether this arofc from a de-"^ 
fire Jf elevating herfelf above the reft dt 
her fex, as much by her underftanding as 
1>y her 6gur^, (a pretty common ioible- 
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with thofe who ate properly called beau* 
tics) or from fome other more laudaWc 
motive; yet it is certain, that ftie fought 
with fo much eagernefs every opportunity 
of hearing the godlike Plato, that flie 
Ihewed fo high a regard for his perfon, 
fo implicit a faith in his notions of 
beauty and love, and all the other parts 
of his fyftem; sfid in aihort time be- 
eame in body and foul fo complete a 
Platonift, that this philofopher proud of 
fuch a difciple, enhanced the general opi- 
nion of this philofophy by the particular 
advantages he procured to her. It is 
true, he might on certain ©ccafions have 
obferved fomething in her beauteous 
eyes, which without a long train of rea- 
foning inight have made him conjecture 
that it would not have been impoflible to 
humanize this Goddefe- But the good 
Plato was then more dian fixty years of 
agp, and no longer made fuch oblftrva- 
tions. CUoniJa therefore kept up the re- 
putation of being a living inftance of this 

platonic 
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Platonic maxim, that external ,beauty is 
the rcfledtion of the intelleQ:ual beauty of 
the foul. The prejudice in favour of 
her virtue, countetbalanced the impref- 
fion her charms might have made ; and 
Ihe had the fatisfaftion to afcribe the 
perfeft indifference with which (he was* 
beheld by Diorrxfius, to the prudence^ of 
her condu(ft: by this means flie gain- 
ed an additional merit with the Prin- 
cefles. 

But — O ! with what propriety may 
we apply, even to the virtue of heroines, 
that fentiment of Sblon^ that no man can 
be efteemed happy before his death ! 
Cleoniffa faw Jgathon — and from that mo- 
ment— ceafed to be Cleonijfa. — No, not 
exadly fo ; though thb expreflion anfwers 
to the common Platonic language ; but 
flie £h6wed, that the Princefles, herfelf, 
her hufband, the court, and the whole 
world, including the divine Plato himfelf, 
had been much miftafcen, in confiderihg ' 
her as different from what Ihe really was ; 

Vol. IV. D and 
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andaslhc muft have appeared to be at, 
firft %ht to every unprejudiced fpedtator ; 
for inftance, to zxi-Jr^ippus^ 

To be aftonifhed at fo.natufal an inci- 
dent, would in our way. of, thinkings be.^ 
a- great oflfenqe ag^inft that not fufficierit- 
ly efteemed maxim Nsladmirari; inwhich^ 
according, to the opinion of perfons expe- 
rienced in the knowledge of human af- 
fairs, lies concealed the proper and great 
fecret of wifdom ; that, which conftitutes 
a true adept. Tlie charming Cleomjfa was 
a woman, and had therefore her flaar^. of 
the foibles nature has appropriated to her 
fex, and without which th;s half of the 
human race, -would neither have been fo 
well fitted for it's deftination in this fublu- 
i)ary world, nor in reality, fo amiable as 
it is. And indeed, how little merit 
would there be in virtue itfelf, if npt 
put to the proof by thefe very foibles, 
themfelves. 

Let thi& be as it will,. the lady as foon 
as flie beheld our Hero, was fenfible of 

fon^thing, 
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foaaetbiii^ which mi^t have alarmed 
the virtue of a common mortal. But 
those are virtues of fo ftroag ajcaft, that 
nothing can diftufb therti ; .and her's was 
of this kind. She gave herfelf up to the 
impreffions which were made upon her ^ 
without her confeht, with all the confi- 
dence which theconfcioufnefs of her own 
fortitude could infpire. Tlie i>erfedion 
of the object juftified the extraordinary 
efteem ihe fliewed for him. Great fouls 
are the propereft to do juftice tQ each 
other; and their felf-love is fo much con- 
cerned in it, that they may carry a par- 
tiality for each oth^r very far, without 
being fufpe<^ed of particular views. Ex- 
clufive of this, fo unworthy a fufpicion 
C9uld not fall on tlife elevated Cleomjfa; 
while at the fame time nothing was more 
natural than an expedation of exciting 
in our Hero, the fame admiratitJt}, if not 
even a higher xiegree of it, than Ibe ex- 
perienced for him. This expedtation as 
naturally changed itfelf into an aftonifli- 
D z . ^ ment 
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ment mixed with chagrin, when Ihe 
found herfelf deceived in it; and what 
etfe could happen from this aftonilhment, = 
but an ardent defire of procuring ample 
fatisfadlion to her felf-love extremely of- • 
fended by his indifference ? If even Ihe 
herfelf had been indifferent, Ihc might 
juftly expeft, that fo ftice an obferver ' 
might have known how to difcQver her 
w^orth, and to diftinguifh a Cleonijfa from 
thofc lefler flars, which were allowed to 
Ihine only in her abfence. How much 
muft ihe alfo have been offended, that 
fhe had made advances to him, with that 
noble enthufiafm with which privileged 
fouls elevate themfelves above the little 
fcruples of more vulgar perfons, -nd that 
fhe had n6t kept back the demonftration 
of her fympathetic efteem, till Ihe had 
been affured of his ? 

As it depended entirely upon her va- 
nity to determine the greatnefs of the in- 
juftice according to the fenfe Ihe had of 
her own merit, fo was the rage ihe enter- 
tained 



Digitized by 



Google 



A G A T H O M. 53 

tained againft our Hero, the moft furious 
that could poffibly enter into the heart of 
an offended Fair. She was determined tx> 
try the whole united power of her intel- 
Icftual and corporeal charms, affifted by 
all the artifices of the moft fubtle coquetr)^ 
(of which fo univerfal a genius muft at 
Icaft poflefs the theory) in order to triumph 
over this ungrateful man. And when Ihe 
fliould have thus by leading him on fluc- 
tuating between hope and fear, brought 
him to the lamentable fituation of a Celadon 
confumedwith love and defire, and when 
flie iliould have diverted herfclf long- 
enough with the fpeftacle of his fighs, 
tears^ com[*!aints, exclamations, and all 
other violent expreflions of amorous, 
phrenzy, — flie at length defigned fud- 
^ denly to make him feel all the rigour of 
the moft chilling dildain.. Thus well 
concerted was this plan of revenge, with 
fo much diligence andfkill were the mea- 
fures taken; and We muft confefi that, 
if the luccefs of a.projed: depended, fole- 
D3 ly 
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Jy on its being well conduflcd, the beau^ 
tiful Cleontfa muft have had the raoft com- 
plete triumph that ever was obtained 
over the arrogance of a refradory heart. 

Whether the lady, Xuppoiing Jga-- 
thon to have been caught in her fnare, 
would have been capable of carrying her 
rage to the extremity ihe propofed,^ — is a 
problematical queftion, the determination 
of which, if chance had fo ordered it, 
would probably have occafioned no fmall 
embarraflinent even to the laaly iierfelf* 
'^\\Kj^(Hhon did not Aifier ms^^rs to go 
fo far. Hence we are furn'^edwith a 
f reih proof, that it was giv«i to none but 
a Dmme to difcovcr the weak fide of ,our 
Hero. 

Cleenifa had already exhaufted half 
her arts, e'er he was aware, that there 
was a defign formed againft him. The 
moment he perceived it, his indifference 
increafed in proportion as ihe redoubled 
her efforts •, or to fpeak more plainly, the 
contraft between the artifices flie em- 
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ployed, which Were at laft carried as far 
as indecency, and the affected fublimity of 
her turn of thought, as well as the roa- 
jefty of hervirtucv had fo perverfe an ef- 
(eet upon him, that the beauteous Cleo- 
niffatsiW herfelf obliged entirely to forego 
theliopes of the triumph with which flie 
had flattered her vanity. The fury iht 
was thrown into by this, changed itfeif 
by degrees into the moft complete ha- 
tpcd, thkt ever (to uie^kaske/p^r'^ efxpref^ 
fioQ) turned the milk of a female bteaft 
intD galL All that was left for her vtrtue 
to ^o in thefe circiumftanccs, was, fd 
&ilfuUy to conceal the workings^ of this 
paffion, that neither ^<a///<^« nor the court 
fliould perceive, with what impatience 
ihe longed for an occafron to make him 
feel the eftedts of it. 

Matters were in this fituation, when 
DionyJiuSj cloyed with the quiet poflef- 
fion of the charming Bacck'tdion^ and ^ 
difgufted with her dancing, firlt took it 
into his head to obfcrvetbat Ckonija was 
D 4 beau- 
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beautiful. He Tiad TJot long remarked 
this with fome attention, than it appeared 
to him, that he had never feen fo beau*^ 
teous a creature ; and now he began to be 
furprized, that he had not taken notice 
of this before. At laft he recoUedled^ 
that the lady had ever dhJinguiftied her- 
felf by a very rigid virtue, and an a-* 
vowed propenfity to metaphyfical know- 
ledge. He therefore no longer enter-^ 
tained a doubt, but that this muft have 
been the circumftance which had pre- 
vented him ftom doing juftice to her 
beauty fooner. A kind of mechanical 
refpeft for virtue, proceeding from his 
indolence, and an apprehenfion of the 
difficulties he had imagined there were in 
fubduing it, would probably have kept 
him even this time within the bounds of 
an inj^ftivc admiration, if one of thofe 
trifling incidents, which are fo often the 
caufes of the greateft events, had not in- 
ftantly changed his natural infenfibility 
into the moft reftlefs paffion. 

As 
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As this incident has always remained 
an anecdote, fo we cannot afcertain 
whether (as fome Sicilian hiftorians pre- 
tend) it was the fame incident as that, by 
which in modern times, the fifter of the 
famous Duke of Marlborough laid the fifft 
foundation of the extraordinary fortune 
of her family; or whether he might by 
chance have furprized her in the fame fi- 
tuation*, as the Action of the poets had 
the misfortune to fee the beautiful Diana. 
So far however is certain^ that from the 
time of this myfterious incident, the 
paffion and defigns of Diotr^jitts took fucfa 
a turn, that the charming CkoniJJa's vir- 
tue wa$ not a little embarrafled, how it 
fliould: reconcile what Ihe owed taherfelf 
withher duty to her Prince. Diony/ius 
was fo prelEng,. fo imprudent^and ihfe 
Had fo.many people to be- cautious of— 
She,, who in every; other Woman had a ri- 
val, and was -watched at^every flep by a 
hundred, jealous eyesy which would not 
fail with as many tongues ta whifper to 
^ S. the 
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the whole world, the \t2& faux^-pas flie 
Ihould commit. On the one hand, a 
monarch burning with love at her feet, 
ready to ^ve her up anabfolute power 
over himfelf, and over all that belonged 
to him, for the finalleft tokens of her fa- 
vour ; — on the other, the fplcndid fame 
of a virtue, which no mqrtal had ever 
yet dared to confider as frail, the confi- 
dence of the Princefles, the efteem of her 
hu{band: — It muft be allowed, that a 
thoufand other perfons would not have 
known how to extricate thenrfelvcs .from 
circumftances drawing thcmfo many dif- 
ferent ways at once. But CUomJfa^ though 
ihe was fenfibleof the difficulty from the 
firft, knew fo well how to manage, that 
the whole plan of her conduct fcarce coft 
her one lleeplefs night. She perceived 
at the firft view, how important were the 
advantages ihe would derive from her 
virtue in thefe circumftances. The fame 
method that would contribute, by a pru- 
dent ufe of fuch encouragements as were 

neccf- 
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neceffary, ftill more to confirm h^r re- 
putation, and maintain the farour of tTie 
Princcfles, was indifputably rfie moft 
proper to retain the inconftant Dionyjius 
for ever in her chains. To his declara- 
tions, protcftations, intreaties and threats, 
(for he was neither fond nor artful enough 
to put m praftice any more fiibtk at- 
tacks) flie therefoi-eoppofed a Virtue, the 
obftinacy of which muft neceflarily have, 
tired him out, if compaffion for the fili- 
ation ftie had been forced to re<luce him 
to, had not at the fisime time enabled hc?r 
to leflen his pain, by all: thofe littte pal- 
liatives, which in reality might be confi- 
dered as marks of fome favour, though 
to fuch a lover as Diorrjifius, they did not 
appear to fubftrad too. much from the 
dignhy of her virtue. The tender^ fenfi- 
HKty of her heart,— the conftraint flife was 
obliged to put upon hcrfelf, in order to 
withftand fo amiable a Prince,— thefilent 
confeffion of her weaknefs, which, at 
the fame timfe that-flie oppofed the moft; 
D 6 - refolute- 
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refolute refiftance to him, efcaped invo- 
luntarily from her charming bofom : — O \ 
virtuous CUomJfa ! what an excellent ac- 
trefs waft thou ! — What muft Dion;gfius 
-have been, if with fuch appearances he 
had given up the hope of bemg ftill hap- 
py at laft. 

Ik the mean time, notwithHanding alt 
the precautions taken by Ckonifdy and 
Diorrjifius himfelf, the paffion of this 
Prince, and the infuperable virtue of his 
Goddefs, was a fecret which the whole 
court was acquainted with^^ though they 
did not feem to know any more of the 
nlatter than if they had neither had eyes 
nor ears. CUoniJfa^ from the moment 
that ftie- could no longer doubt of his 
paffion, had the prudence to intruft the 
lifters of th« Prince with the confidence i 
thefe again had difcovered all in confi'- 
dence to his Queen, and the Queen to 
his mother. The Princefles, who had 
ever ineffedtually bewailed his former ex- 
trav^ancies, and had taken a particular 
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di(like to the poor Bacchidiott^ for whidi 
there is no othw reafon to be given but 
their caprice, were overjoyed tp find that 
his inelinaticMis weils at laft diredied to- 
wards a virtuoi:^ objeft. They flattered 
themfclves from the extraordinary pru-^ 
dence of the beavitiful Qeoniffa, that flie 
might poffibly lead him imperceptibiy 
in the right way. Qeoniffa gave them 
every time a faithful account of all that 
had pafled between her and her lover,-— at 
leaft of all that it was neceffary for the 
Princeffes to know : all the rul«s by 
which flie was ta condud hcrfelf towards 
him were preconcerted in the Queen's 
clofet. This good lady who for her own 
' eafe, had the misfortune to be too fenfi- 
bly afFe^led with the King's indifference, 
did all fhe could to fecond the efforts, 
which the. vktuous €leoniJ^ exerted, to 
bring the Prince back within the boumh 
of his duty. All this, made a kind of 
an intrigue,, which notwithftanding the 
apparent tranquillity, fet all tha internal 
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part of the court in oommotion. PAf- 
lifius alone^ who hadmoftreafon to be 
obfervant, knew nothing of what eveiy 
onedfe knew; jat leaft Ws* whole- beha- 
viour flnewcd fuch a lingular -fecurirf, 
-that, if we -were unacquainted with the 
extraordinary confidence he *2|Jways repof- 
ed in the virtue of his lady, we muft ^{ 
necelfity fufpeft that lie h^d certain views 
in this conduift which cckild not do 
much honour to his charader. 

Every thing went on as it fliould; 
:'DiomJiu5 purfued the attack with the ut- 
raoft perfeVerance, and with hopes, which 
the brave refinance of the wife Cleontffa 
feemed to make doubtful. — Love feeilied 
as yet to have gained but little ground up- . 
on her virtue, though this began gradually 
to relax it*s majefty, and fuffered it to 
be underftood that flie was not entirely 
difinclined, under fufficient fecurity to 
engage in a fecretcorrcfpondence, fo long 
a^ it was confined to a mere love of the 
fwiU — ^The Princefles, with the xitmoft 
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coniWence ift the modeft charms of their 
friend, waited the developement of the 
farce — and FhiUftns had as much corn- 
plaifance, as much indolence as had ever 
been feen ; when Jgathon, unluckily for 
him, and for Skily, through a zeal fcarce' 
to be juftified in a ftatefman of fo much 
penetration, was induced to interrupt by 
his unfeafonable inteipofiei^n, the hapj^y 
fuccefs of the feveral yiews, ^which Dkh 
f/jlfius-^CkonrJa-^the PriBceffes— landper- 
haps Fh'tUfius too — ioia^ned to be fp near 
at ba&d. 



C HA P. III. 

Great Offenfes againft the State ^ committed 
by Jgathon. — Confeqnences of them. 

THE intimacy Dtonjifius YvftA in 
with his favourite, and the natural 
want every lover feels of fome confidant, 
to whom he may communicate his pains, 

or 
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or his happinefs, bad not fufiered hlro to^ 
keep his new paffion a fecret from Jga- 
gatkon, who at firft pufhed his compiai- 
fance fo far, ^ to give a tedious atten- 
tion to the mc^ talkative lover that ever 
exifted, while he entertained him for 
whole hours on the interests of his heart ;. 
k not once occurring tathk good Prince,, 
that fuch particulars could not ^otSiAy 
be of fo much importance to a third per- • 
ion, as they were to htm. Without di- 
redVly blaming his choice (from which he 
might have expected fome bad^ eifei^s)' 
he contented himfelf at firft with repre- 
' i^stntlng tahim in^ fo^ formidable alight, 
the difficulties he would meet with ffoms 
a lady of fuch rigid, and Jyftematicvirr 
tue, that he was in hopes of deterring: 
him from an undertaking which in all^ 
probability would at leaffi^ be protrafted: 
to an immoderate length ; but when he 
perceived, that D/o^j^mj inftead.of being 
wearied with the refiftancehc complained- 
of,, enteirtained every day greater hopes of ^ 

tiring; 
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tiring out tbis rigorous virtue by obfti- 
nate and repeated attacks : He then ima- 
gined he (hould not lay too much to the 
fair ClfOHtffa^^s charge^ if he fufpeded her 
of artful behaviour, which feemed to en- 
courage the paffion of the Prince, at the 
fame time that it deprived him of all 
hope. The inore narrowly he obferved 
her, the more proofs he difcovered to 
confirm his fufpicion, and as his natural 
antipathy to the pride of virtue concurred 
with thcfeeircumllances, hewas now en- 
tirely coihvincbd that the wife and vir* 
tuous CUoniffa, was merely an impoftor, 
whole defign it was, by a feigned refift- 
ance, to prcferve the reputation of being 
invincible, and hythk means at diefancie 
time more ftrongly to intangle the credu- 
lous Prince in her fnares. He now be^ 
gan to confider the affair in a ierious 
It^t, and thought himfelf obliged, as 
well by the fnendihip he owed to the 
Prince, for whom, notwithftanding all 
his foibles, he felt a kind of atuchment. 
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«s out df regard to the public welfare, 
ilrongly j to i oppofe a oonnedion that 
might liave been attended with very |)er- 
nicious confequences to both. Bacchidion 
without being fo regular a beauty, was in 
his eye infinitely more amiable than 
Cleonijfa. A good heart—K)r to fpeak with 
greater propriety, a fortunate organifa- 
tion—notwithftanding the general and juft 
I)rejudice entertained s^nft perfons of 
lier caft, made her appear to him in 
<xinipaidlbn'wtthtbis^viuttio\^ matron, a 
ATcry ^cAiraiMe :]^fi>n. And rasvihe be- 
gan torbe uneafy at the conftantty increa« 
&^ indifFcrenceof the^Prioce, and had 
tecouiTe to hhn for p!!oteiftion, he bad 
the kfs fcrupie toffbpptott her interefls 
with ftunewbat greater zeal than was, 
perhaps, confident with the dignity of 
his charadker, Dwir)iftus loved her x\o 
niore; though he.ftill laid fuch claims to 
her, as love only flwMld ^gjive. The 
x^xzxmmg Bacckidim was now but too fen- 
£bie that flie only fupplied the place of 

her 
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her rival in his arms, and though onty a 
dmicer, yet flie looked upon it as unwor- 
thy of her to extinguifli a paffion that 
another had excited. Diorr^Jius from the 
continued feverity of his new miftrcfs, 
feemcd- more tharf ever to want fuch in- 
dulgence; and for this reafon ^5/Ao» ad- 
vifed Bacchidion to aflurae on her part, an 
appearance of cruelty, and to try whether 
an indifferent and capricious behaviour, 
mixed with a proper degree of affefta- 
ti<m, might notreffcA more than tender 
complmt and r^doubldd complaHknce. 
This advice fuccceded fo well, that Jgch 
thoHf who was too foonfecore of his vio- 
tory, thoi^ht 'he had now found a: pro- 
per opportunity of making a frank <xm- 
^feffion to Dionji/ius, that he' gave ' littie 
credit to CkoniJfa\ pretended virtue. The 
event of the fecret conference they had 
together upon this fubjedt, was not an- 
fwerable to our heroes expedation. What- 
ever A^athon could fuggeft to the Prince, 
to the di^d vantage of his new Goddeli, 

proved 
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proved at the moft^ that ihe was not Co 
eftimable as he had imagined, but they 
did not lefien his paffipn for her ; dx le& 
virtuous ihe was, the better was Ihe for 
hb de%ns. He did not indeed let Jga- 
thn perceive thefe noble fentimeHts, but 
CUonlffa herfelf was foon convinced of 
them. Dionyfius had no fooner difcovei^- 
cd that the virtue of the lady was only a 
pretence, than be haflened as. much as 
poifible to avail himfelf of this difeovery, 
and aftomfhed her by proceedings which 
made a contraft highly injurious to hit 
former behaviour, and ftill more to the 
dignity of her charader. He was indeed 
difcreet enough not to tell her direAly 
what ideas had been given of her; but 
his behaviour faid it fo plainly, that Ihe 
could no longer doubt that fome perfon 
had done her an ill office with him. This 
circumftance indeed threw her into no 
finall embarraffment how Ihe ihould -re-' 
concile what Ihe owed to her offended 
dignity, with the apprehenfion of entire- 
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ly difcouraging a lover of ftjch impor- 
tance, by immoderate rigour. But an 
imagination like her's knew how to ex- 
tricate itfclf from the moft difficult fitua- 
tions ; and Dionyfous parted from her con- 
vinced more than ever, that Ihe was vir- 
tue itfclf, and could only be induced by 
the power of that fympathy, which from 
the firft had attradcd her tender foul to- 
wards him, one day to fatisfy thofe 
hopes which flie neither allowed him to 
ehtertain, nor entirely forbad* From this '■ 
tim,e his paffion, ^ind the authority of the 
lady daily increafed ; the fair Bacclitdlm 
v;as formally difmifled ; and jigathon 
migJit have read in his matter's eyes, if 
ht had not heard it from himfelf that he^ 
was in good hopes of receiving in a few> 
days, the lad fighs of expiring virtue, 
from the lipS of the tender and now 
faintly refifting Cl^niJJa. Agathon thought » 
it was now full time to take a ftep which 
nothing but the utmoft neceffity could ^ 
juftify, but which in his opinion was a^ 

moft 
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znpAiafalUhle m^Aodof putting a: time' v 
iy end to this dangerousr intrigiue. He 
therefore fent for PhHifiuSy and difdofed: 
to him with all the confidence of an ho- 
neit man, who thinks he is fpeaking to 
one of the fame caft, the great danger 
his. hpnoun, and the virtue of hb lady 
were expofed to. He dcfeovered indeed 
to the noble Pkiliftus, nothing but what: 
he had known long before; but PhUiftus 
did not the lefs affedt a furprize. He 
thanked him however in the ftrpngeft 
manner for fo undoubte<J a proof of his 
friendftiip, and aflbred him that he would 
think of fome p roper method to fecure. 
his lady, of whom he moreover had 
the; beft opinion in the world, againft all 
the purfuits of love. 

It is a very right thing to take every 
opportunity pf inculcating this leflbn, 
that we ought to oblige people in their 
way, and not in our own. Agathon, 
thought he had done no inconfiderable 
f«rw:e to. Fhilifiu^^ apd would baye beep 

not 
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not a little furprized at the qbfervations- 
this worthy maa made upon him as fpon as 
he was alone. In r^dlity ^PhUifius, muft 
^ceflarily have been cha^Jncd, at feeing 
all.the.advantag.es of his hitherto difcreet 
inattention, at once loft by founfeafonr- 
able a care of hisi honour. But; at pre- 
ferit he could no;t without appearing iiji 
Agathon% eyes as a betrayer of his own 
honour, do other wife, than feign the part 
of a jealous husband. The comedy by 
this means acquired in a few days a very 
tragical turn. — How much trouble might 
the principalcharafters in this farce hav<i 
{pared themfelves, if they had taken off ^ 
the mafk, and had appeared to each other. 
in puris naturaUbus ? But thdfe people in. 
the great world are fuch pun6tilious oh- 
fervers of decorun?,-^2^d are tp. be cpm- 
mended for jit; fince it is always a proo£ 
that they are afliamed of their real ap- 
pearance, and a tacit acknowledgment; 
t^hat it is their duty to be fomewhat bet-, 
ter than they are. — Cfe(?«i^^ therefprejuf-;. 

tified 
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tificd herfelf to her huftind, by appeal- 
ing to the Princeffes as undeniable tefti- 
monies oif tiie unfpotted innocence of her 
condudir- A more fviblime and pathetic 
piece of eloquence never was heard, than 
the^fpeech in which (he demonftrated the 
injuftice of his fufpicion; and the good 
man could not at laft extricate himfelf 
any otherwife thaii by naming the friend, 
who, however from i good intention, 
had brought on this little fit of jealoufy, 
which he now perfeftly knew to be high- 
ly unneceflary and blameable. The fury 
of a tempeftuous fea, — of a hornet pro- 
voked to rage,— or of a lionefs deprived 
of her youRg, are but feeble images 
when compared with the rage, which 
burnt in Cle'omjfas virtuous bofom at the 
mention of Jgathon^s name. In reality 
toothing was to be compared with this, 
except the pleafure with which flie was 
intoxicated k the. thought that Ihe fliould 
now at length have it in her power to 
ivreak her long wilhed for vengeance on 

this 
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this imgratefiil defpifer of her charms. 
She abufed DionyfiuSy whom Ihe called to 
account for the infupportable injury fhc 
shad fuflfered^from her husband^ fo much, 
and with fuch fiiry, that he however un- 
willingly, (for he was not inclined to be- 
tray his favourite) at length difcovered 
what little reafon fte had to be obliged 
to Agathon for his opinion of her. Now, 
as (he faid, the whole fecret was out; 
and in fadt ihe could not but wonder at 
her own fimplicity, as (he could not have 
promifed herfclf any better treatment 
from a man from whofe revencre Ihe na- 

o 

rurally had the worfe to expe<5l. — If Dio- 
4ijfius was aftoniihed at thefe words, we 
may eafily conceive how he looked when 
flie difclofed tahim circumftantially, and 
in confidence, compelled to it for her 
own juftification, that Agathons hatred 
to her arofc only from her not having 
thought proper to approve his paffion. 
This indeed was not ftridly true. But 
as flie was now reduced to the necoJEty of 
Vol. IV. E juftifying 
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juftifyinglierfelf ; it was natural, ^at fhe 
ihould rather cbufe to do it at tTie ex- 
pence of a perfon who was odious to her, 
than at her own. So far is certain, ^hat 
flie thereby more than fufBciently ob- 
tained her end. Diot^fius vj2iS feized widi 
fo violent a fit of jealoufy againft his un- 
worthy favourite,-^-the man, who was 
unworthy of the regard' of a ^Dknyftus^ 
was JgaiJwn!—th^t Cleonijfa, (who ap- 
prehended that a fudden rupture might 
give occafion to di&greeable explana- 
tions) was obliged to exert all her influ- 
ence to reftrain him. ' She convinced 
him of the neceffity of proceeding cau- 
tioufly with a man, who was unfortunate- 
ly the idol of the nation. Dionyftus felt 
the force of this remonftrance, and his 
hatred for Agathon was the more confirm- 
ed by it. The Princefles likewife took a 
part in the affair, and cenfured our Hero 
very much, becaufe, inflead of reftrain- 
ing the Prince from extravagances, he 
had tgken iuch a creature as Bacchidion 

with 
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Tcvith fo m\Kh zeal uiider his prote^ion. 
No fcruple was made of attributing this 
zeal to fome fecret motive; aad FhiUftu$ 
under-hand produced a number erf tefti- 
monieSj explaining fevctal circumft^iccs 
in the Prince's clofet^ which feemed to 
place the Continence of our hero, and 
tKc fidelity of the fair Bacchidian in a 
doubtful light. This minifter prohaWf 
found the views of his mailer upon his 
virtuous lady fo chafte and innocent, that 
it would liave been injurious and ridicu- 
lous to be jealous of the friendlhip he 
honoured her with. A daily increafe of 
the royal favour juftified and rewarded fo 
noble a complaifance. Timocrates found 
alfo an opportunity in thefe circum*- 
ftances, of regaining his former part pf 
confidant ; and both thefe ftatefmen now 
joined with the triumphant Cleoniffa, i^ 
haftening our hero's difgrace, while thef 
loaded' him with aflurances of their 
friendiliip. 

E 2 In 
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In this and the foregoing chapter, we 
have feen a very memorable example, 
(and would to God thefe examples did 
,not occur fo often in real life !)-how eafy 
it is to give to the vicious charader of 
a dark execrable foul the complexion of 
virtue, jigathon at this time experienced 
that it is not lefs eafy t6 fully the putelt 
virtue wjth odious colours. He had al- 
ready experienced this at Athens; but, 
by the comparifon he made between that 
dilafter and the prefent, his Athenian op- 
ponent^ appeared to him as fair, when 
contrafied with the contemptible crea- 
tures by whom he was now facrificed, as 
they had before appeared bla6k, at a 
time when he knew none worfe than 
themfelves.— The vivacity of his prefent 
feelings it is probable did millead his 
judgment in this refped ; for to fay the 
truth, the whole difference between repub- 
lican and courtly diffimulation, feems to 
confift in this, that \t republics men ase 
obliged to affunac the entire outward 

form 
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form of virtuous manners ; whereas on the 
contrary in courts, it is thought enough if 
they give a plaufibie name to fudh 
crimes, as are cither ennobled by the ex* 
ample of the Prince, or are neceflary for 
the accompliihment of his views. In 
reality to hear a capering, flattering, 
cringing, fine-dreft knave, defcant on the 
duty he owes to his own honour, even, at 
the time that he is confcious he never 
had toy,, or in tlie inftant that he is deli- 
berating with himfelf how to get rid of 
what he had, is not aiore difgnfting than 
tofee,aformal,.troublefome, ftarch knave, 
who under the mafque of temperance, 
moderation, and punctilious obfervance 
of all the external ceremonies of religion 
and morality, is a more implacable ene- 
my to all thofe who think differently 
from himfelf, or will not fecond all his 
purpofes, and make? not the fmalleft difr 
ficulty wiienever his own intereft.is cpn^ 
cemed, of emplo)ring all bis credit to cjlei- 
feat a good defign, or prom,ote a bad 
E 3 one. 
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one. ImpardaHy confidered, this 15 tKe 
more wicked man ; he is more effentially a 
hypocrite; whereas the other is only a 
player, who does not defire to be talcen 
ih reality for the charadter he aflumes; 
well fatisfied if fiis- fellow comedians and 
the audience favour the deception, he 
ftever once thinks of being anxious, whe- 
ther it -be in eameft or not. 

y%athon had now fufficient kifure to 
nrtake refledtions of this kind-; for his 
eitdit 49id rafliaehcfe wfes* vlfibly on th^ 
tfeciirie. Outwardly iridefed every diing 
a^eltf etf tW iame as fi^m^rly . Didn^m 
fi^d' thi ^hoie court carefled him as 
tMiufch as-' €ter, and Cttonijfa feemed to 
M4' k uttwbfitfhjf of' ^<k to gtve him any 
cai^fe (rf ml>rtificati<^. But for tfiis^ h^ 
W^!( rhade to fuffd* the more by under- 
hand, ifecret^and iHdireft ' means. He 
-coulid not but f^l -fiow by degrees, un- 
dtY a- ffioiifantl ' faHe and frivoloui pre*- 
tences his beft ordinances were either re* 
^l>ealed, a^ crude, fuperlluous and preju- 

'• dicial. 
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dictal, or rendered ufelefs by the publi- 
cation of others. — How thofe few amgng 
his adherents, who were poffeft of real 
merit, were removed. — How all his aims 
were raifinterprcted, his anions placed ia 
aa arbitrary, falfe light, and all his quali- ■ 
fications or fervices made ridiculous. Even 
at the time they were extolling his talents 
and virtues, they treated ,him as if he, 
could not lay claim to the leafl degree of 
either. Indeed they ftill prefcrved out of 
political motives (as they are ufually 
ftiled) the appearance of a(5ting upon thft 
iamc f principles he had purfued in his 
adminiftration ; but in every event that 
occurred, the fleps which were taken 
were diredly contrary to thofe that would 
have been taken by him ; and in ihort, 
vice reigned again with as defpotic a fway 
as. ever*. 

This was the time to avail himfelf of 

the condition he had annexed to his a- 

greement -with Dionyfius^ and to withdraw 

himf^lf when . he waa certain, that he 

E 4 could 
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could be of 'no farther fervice at that 
Prince's court. This was indeed the ad- 
vice given him by the philofopher Art- 
Jtipfus, theonly one of his court friends 
who remained true to him. " You Ihould,^ 
feid he to him in a fiamiliar conference 
upon the prefei>t ftate of affairs, you 
ihould either not have engaged with D/o- 
nyfiuSy or elfe, when you once had ac- 
cepted of your office, yt)u ought t6 have 
aqcommodated your moral ideas, or at 
Icaft your anions, to circumftances. Up- 
on this theatre of diffimulation, deceit, 
intrigues, adulation aftd treachery, where 
virtues and obligations are complied with 
merely from mercenary views, acid where 
every countenance is a made ; in a word, 
at a court, there is no other rule but that 
of convenience, no other policy but thit 
which endeavours to make every circum- 
ftance coincide with our own defigns. 
As to the reft, it is perhaps a queftion; 
whether you have done well to differ with 
DlonjiJim, upon apoint fo trifiihgiil it* 

fell 
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ftlf. In the eyes of a philbfophcr, I con- 
fefs Bacchidion the dancing girl is niuch 
more eftimable than this majcftic Clear 
fiijja^ ^o. with, all her metaphyfics and 
virtue, is neither more nor Icfs than a 
/alfe, imperious and vile woman. Bao 
chidion has done the ftale no injury, and 
Ckonijfa will do an infinite, deal of mif- 
chief/' — " From this cpnfideration, uitct- 
rupted Ag^hoHy 1 have declared* myfelf-in 
favour of the former and againft the. lat- 
ter'' — " Yet it was eafy to forefee^thatC&a- 
ntffa 'would triumph, idXAJriftippus.^^^ 
** But an honeft man, Arijlippus^ doesirca: 
fide with, the party that will conquer^ biffi 
with that which is in the right, or irleaft 
in the wrong." — ^^ ^iy Aqzv Agathon^] zxl 
honeft man, who will liV'C a}: court, muft 
get rid of great part of his integrity^; t6 
make it confiftenr with his. prudence. Is 
it not a pity, that fo much good as you 
have already done, fo m\)ch more as you 
would hereafter, have done,i.> feould.ltt 
thrown away,, merely becsaufe ypfJiWonld 
E 5 note 
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not vtnderftand a beautiful lady, vrho-told 
you :fo plainly, that all the cowt (one 
fingle pcrfon excep^fed) underflood it, 
that Ihe abfotetely— Would be belored ? 
But ftill this ^rlme might poffibly have 
bcto forgiven, if you had but been com- 
piaifant enough to afflff her in her dcfigns 
vpon Dhnji/ius^ 'If you even would not 
iave condeiccnded to this, yet where was 
the neceflaty of oppo^ng her? What 
pernicious confeqtience would have fol- 
lowed, if you had remained neuter > 
The little Bacchidion wduld have darned 
tio Hiorc, and Ckontffk^bxM have had the 
honour of fupplying her place, till the 
tyrant had been as tnuch cloyed with her, 
ias he has been with (6 many others. This 
fe.all Aat Wotild have Tiappened, and 
fuppofe thatydii would have been obliged 
tb Ihare the power with her, yet at leaft 
you woiild Have preferved an equilibri- 
um, and would ftiU have had credit e-* 
.adugh tt> dd a great deal of good. If 
J^ou had feenwd to be upon gobd terms 

with 
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witb her, ybur ofiide, and your Intfmacy 
widv this rriftce^ Wonld have iurhifhcd 
yaavath u thiofaftd 6pportmiTtJ« of fet^ 
tmg her afldcr InfiJttflWy, and in the bcft 
tiianner ia tbeworid^ as ^ti as fier £a- 
voors had ceaiid to have ^ chahik of 
iiovdty.»**But' i know you too Wefd^^^* 
iiiwi yd^ ara not fit f^&f dilS^m^ktio]^^ 
otmniag, add co^rt artifiees ; your htart 
is too noble, smdif ybu w411 permit *me 
€0 fay k, your imagination too -warm j to 
aUow yott ever^ to acbuft^Ai your(^ t* 
that kind of pamd^meti ' ^vithcHit ' '>*hkli 
it is impoffilile long td prefcrvcthe favcnar 
of thd ^eat* -Imteed I know not any 
court that iwbld deferv^ t<> hav^ an Jga-^ 
than to cDndiidt k, I;might' h^VetoId 
ydti'Jl^rly.i^^ttUGh'a^^is before, when 
I joitied in pcrlbading- you to engage 
youtfelf • Vrith Dicnjtfiu^^ but it was better 
you .ft0toldl)6i convinced of it by your 
own^experieikre,:^' Retire now before thi 
iterm whlclv I fefe > g»fiier?ng' ft all- breaK 
tff?er yoW head* ^Dhn^/hf deferves not 
E6 fucb= 
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fiich a fri^ ay thou art. How. mucb 
Mft thou , deceived thy&lf, if thfau. haft 
ever imagined^ that be had tiaeftoenxfor 
thee ! How is it pc^Me, that abiKtfes 
fuch as his ihould have -carried him fo 
far ? Even at the tiaie that he was moft 
ftrongly prepofleffed inl thy &vpur,v he 
was attained ,tO: thee from no other prinj^ 
ciple^ than (hat which excited his love to 
his monkeys and his parrot6r*-4>ccau& 
you amufed htm. His favour might as 
readily have been beftqwed upmi/aay. o^ 
^r newly-arrived pcrfpn, who had play- 
ed upon the lute {fill better than you didi 
No, j^athoHy thou are not fitted to live 
with foch people; retire, thou baft done 
enough for thy glory. The folly of 4 
new adminiftratipn will beft juftify-.the 
wiidom of thine. Thy aftions, tby( vir* 
tues, and a whole nation^v^ho will wUh 
for thy return, ;^nd cberdlh thy memory, 
wi^ beft prpt^ thee agaiQft. the >caluta« 
nies and impertinent cenfutef. of, /a little 
court full of fools zf^ iitfaopus: flaves, 
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whofehdtred. does thee morelibnour than 
thfir.dppnobatioQc Thou art iacircum* 
ftancefc to he able to jlive with credit in 
an Jn^pendent prtvate fituaiion: thy 
friends at Tannium will receive thee with 
open arms. I repeat it, Jgatkm, leave a 
Prince who is fil for his flaves, and who£c 
ikves dcf<*ye - fuoh a Printe ;, ai^ onlji 
coofid^ how you iWl ^joyjife, after 
having made the experiment, how .diffi- 
cult, how dangerous, and in general 
tkoiw fmitlefsitis, to kljour for the hap?^ 
pinefe jOf Ojtl^f s." / 
:- THVS..i^oke MJiippus^^zxiA Jgaticm 
would have done weM to follow fuch good 
fidvice : but how is it poffibk, that the 
jj^fon hirtfelf who peiforjn^ a . capital 
jpoctiajai^if piece, fluml^'JMidg^ of it with 
as m\Jch calmi)efe:as a mere fpei£tator ? 
Jgatkon beheld vthefe matters in. a very 
jiiff^ent point of view. He confidey^d 
hipifelf as a f£k9^ who hgd eogj^ged i^ 
^ un49^takiftg tjo prqaaotc^th^, welfare 
oi Sicily. WJhy did Icome to Syracufe?r^ 

faid 
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faid he W himfi^^-^as^tid t^th what vkw» 
did laoceptof t^ office? 0f a frietidiMd 
counfdter (o this^tyriim ? Bi*I chfe; id 
be either a^il^e to fchf pflffiom, or an a* 
gent of tyranny > — Ckiad I a great and 
upright defign ? — Should I ever have en* 
gaged with him, if be bad not giVeH 
me hopes^ that virtue would at kngtb 
prevail over hi^viccs^?— He hath deceivied 
me, and the experience 1 have of his 
difpofition^ convinceth me that he is in-* 
corri^ble. But, wiJl it, be noble in me 
to abandon a people, whofe WeKare Wa$ 
the end of ray endeavours ; a - people, 
whoconfider me as their bene£si&or, a^ a 
prey to the caprice of this effeminate 
man, and to the rapacioufnefs of'hil 
flatterers and flaves ? — What: Qbligatj«n$ 
have I to him, which his ungrateful, l)aft 
behaviour to me has not cancelled, and 
annulled ?— Or if I ftill have obligation! 
ttt him, are notthofe infinitely^ miDre-fe^ 
ered^ whi^h conned me, to- a^couriti^j 
that by my ehoicfe, and by the fervices I 

have 
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hav^ done it, is become my fecond na- 
tive land ?-^Who then is this Di^riyjius / 
WIfit tight hath he to the firpreme pbw'- 
tx he arrogates to hfmfetf.^Whortt be- 
fides Agathon hath he to ihank for tl|at 
fingle right, he can with any plairiibility 
alledgc ? How long from a tyrant abhor- 
red by aU the world, lias be commenced 
a kingr? Is it not from' the time that I 
have concrliated the 'tffleftions o^ the 
peopfe to liim by an equitable and bene- 
ficent adminiftration ? H6 threw the bur- 
den of the ftate upon me; he concealed 
his vices by means of hiy Virtues ; h* 
approjtriated my merits to faimfelf, and 
enjoyed the fruits of^them: ungrateful 
man !-^And now, when hethbks him- 
felf fufHcientiy eftaiblilhed to do Without 
trie, be abandons himfelf igalh to '\\% 
own dlfpofitloh, and fets'out with annul* 
ling all the good I hav^ done in his name; 
juft as if he "^ere-adlamed of h^Vifig de- 
viated for a rime from his chdrafter, and 
as'if he cbtlldtiOt be too much inhafle 

to 
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to inform the whole worlds that it has; 
httn Agathon^ notDioi^uSj whohasdiC- 
covered to the. Sicilians a da^ijn of better 
d^ys, and given them hopes of recover- 
ing. from the. mal-treatpment of a fucceC 
fion of wicked governors.. Whatfliall I 
then be. if I ^ould qpit them in circmur 
fiances ijvhicli reqiaire my afliftance more 
than ever ?— No,t— PitfigE/i/rx has given 
proofs enough of his being incorrigible, 
and by perfeverance in his vices, will be 
confirmed in the ridiculous imagination^ 
that rcfj^dt is. due to him. It is time tp' 
put an, end, to the farce, and.ihew t;his 
little theatrical king the office he is fitted^ 
for by his perfonal qualifications. . 

OujR. readers. Will, fee from this fpecir 
men of 4sathott%, foliloquy^ that he was 
jftUl far from having fubducd that.enthu? 
fiaftic turn of mind which, hath hitherto 
been the fource of all his failings, as* 
well asof his greateft adkions.. We have 
no reafon to doubt of the finceriry of this 
xnonol(^jae; his foul was ufed.to dwl" 

fincerelyy 
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•fioccrely.with itfdf. We may thbiefore 
conclude, that he thought hitnfelf oblig-^ 
cd to take the refolurion of exciting a 
revolt. againft Diorrjifius, by motives alto- 
gether as virtuous as thofe, which, fifteen 
years after, encouraged one of themoft 
gcnenius men that ever exifted,^ 7'imokott 
of Corinth, to undertake the refloratioa 
of Siciiy to freedom. But it is not there- 
fore the lefs certain, that a quick fenfe of 
the perlbn^J injuftice that was done to 
him, refcntment againft the tyrant's in- 
gratitude, and chagrin at (eeing himfelf 
Atcrificed to the defpicabk intrigues of a 
poquet, ixad a. great influence over his 
proftrnt. turn;o£ thinking, xnd did noi: ^ 
little contribute to kindle that heroic fire 
Which burned in his foul. In fa<a, he 
jbad no other obligations towards the Si- 
jctfians than fUch as^arofe from. his agree- 
xtxent mthDiof^us^ aad which by thii 
very agreement itfelf, wcnet difiblved fo 
fbon as his fcrviccs Ihould no longer be 
a^cable to the |iing,i* Syraoife was not 

his 
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bis nad^ tatMitxy,^ Dr49^fius^ had acquits 
td a kind of right by the tacit coti&Dt 
to the fucceffion, in virtue of which he 
had afcended the thi^ne.of his father* 
Agathon himfelf would net; have entered 
into bis fervice if he had not confidered 
him as a l^ttimate Prince* The &me 
motives which had thea induced him to 
prefer a monarchy to a republic, and 
hitherto to oppofe the views of Difm^ 
prevailed now in their full foiKie. It was 
very uncertain whether a revolt agakvft 
Dio^M would really put the Skllian 
in a better iitaatbni c»r give tkem an* 
fAher, and perhaps ftili^ s| wode mtfief, 
£nce tflwyfaad given ta mtny proo&of 
their being unable to bear fireedoai* Dio^ 
nyfiux had power ffiieugh^to taekt the de* 
^fijtion of him a difficult matter^ and 
the perni<ioasicflfeds ofa.:dviJ \tar were 
ithoonjy Certain jconfetp^ten^'^^^d&ich eooM 
be forefecn from fo dbubtftit an entOF^ 
prife. — AU thefe oEmfidetations would 
have had nu fmall weight in tl>e fcalirof 

a 
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a codl atld impartial ddibevatica, and 
would probably have counterpoifed the 
6ppofite motives* But Jgatkon was nei-- 
ther cool nor impartial,— he was a man ; 
his vanity was injured in the tendcrcft 
part. The palBon irito. which he was 
thrown by this, gavfe a new colouring to 
all the objedrs that Wefe before him. 
Dionyfius wfiofe vices he had at firft confi- 
dered with friendly eyes^ as infirmiries, 
now appeared ta him in^ the deteflrablc? 
kght of a tyraWt. The mere favourably 
he before thought <rf PMU/lus, the greater 
averfion had he noW ht his charafter, 
i^nce he had once found him^falfe* and 
ineari ; tliere wiw^ liothing fo ittfeifious, 
n^hihg fo fliaraelcA, that he would not - 
have imputed to fuch a man. The cha- 
grin he felt at feeing the alluring images 
he had reprefented to himfclf of the hap* 
pinefs of the Sicilians under ; his admini- 
llration,-now entirely gave them a new 
power over his imagination. He could 
not beai* that men who were his adver- 

* faries 



Digitized by 



Google 



g2. .7%^ Hijioty (/ 

farie^ only becaufe they were eiietme$ to 

all that was good^ eoemies to virtue and 

the public welfare, fhould obtain fuch a, 

triumph. He confidered it as a general 

duty to oppofe the defigns of the wicked,,^ 

and the poft he had maintained nearly 

for the fpace of two years in Sicily y made 

it clear (as he thought) that he was 

called to a particular exertion of this duty 

in the prefent inftancfe. Thefe confide* 

rations, befides their own proper force 

had alfo his imagination m their favour^ 

and therefore muft neceffarily overcome 

all that prudence could fug^fl: againft: 

them. 

As foon as Jigathon had refolved upon 
his plan, he laboured ta carry it into es^ 
cution.— 'Drew, who was. then at Jthem^ 
had a confiderable party in Sicilyy by 
means of which he had hitherto exerted 
every poffible effort to obtain his recall 
from the Prince. . He had made parti- 
cular applications to Agathon for this pur- 
pofe, as foon as he w^ informed pf his 

credit 
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credit with Dionyfius. But Jgathon at that 
time had not fo favourable an opinion of 
Dianas charad:er, as the acadinjjr at 
^Athens; a virtue mixed with pride, in- 
flexibility, and aufterity, appeared to him, 
if not fufpicious, at leaft not very ami- 
able ; he apprehended with reafon, that 
the difpofition of this Prince would ne- 
ver fuffer him to be quiet ; and that not- 
withftanding his republican principles, 
he would be as impatient of fharingthe 
fupreme authority in the date with any 
- perfon, as of living in it without autho- 
rity. Inftead therefore of affifting in his 
being recalled by Dion^fiuSy he had given 
full fcope to that extreme averlion he had 
before fliewed for him, and by this 
' tehaviour had drawn upon himfelf 
fome difpleafure from Dlor^s friends, who 
were as much offended, that he had 
not done any thing in favour of this 
Prince, ^ if he had a^ed againft him. 
.fiut (ince his own experience had con- 
firmed every idea that the enejmies of 

Dmjlfim 
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DiotQfius could entertain of him, his fen^ 
timents of Dion were totally changed; 
this Prince who undoubtedly had great 
qualities, now appeared to him as an up-« 
right man, in whom the tirefomc prof* 
ped: of public mifery, under aa infa- 
mous government, and the ever fruitlefs 
endeavours of ftriving againft the torrent 
of corruption, had excited a juft and 
lading difcontent, which notwithftand- 
ing it had the appearance of fplenetic 
.melancholy,, was in reality the refult of 
the nobleft love of humanity. He there- 
fore refolvcd to join with him ; he dif- 
clofed himfetf to Dion^s friends, and they, 
rejoiced at the approbation of a man, 
who by his talents and his favour with 
the people was capable of gaining the 
upper-hand for their party, -difcovered to 
him in return the whole difpofition of Di-- 
on\ affairs, the number of his friends, and 
the fecret preparations, which in expec- 
tation of fome favourable incident, had 
already been niade for his retuj^ i^to «&'•» 
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Mfy: And thus jigaihm in a ftott tin^ 
from being the friend and prime minifter 
cff DionjifiuSj became the chief of a con- 
%icacy againft him, in which all thofe 
tperfons joined, who from more noble or 
more interefted motives were diflarisfied 
with the prcfent mode of government. 
J^athon traced out a plan for the condud: 
t>f the whole affair;. and this occafioned 
a lecret cpiflolary correfpondence with 
DioHy by which the favourable opinion 
they began to entertain of each other, 
was ftill more confirmed. The court, 
funk in pleafure and voluptuous fecurity, 
favoured the progrefs of the confpiracj^ 
by a negligence which had lb little the 
appearance of being natural, that the con- 
fpirators were alarmed at it. They re- 
doubled their vigilance, and, (what is 
moflly a matter of furprize, though very 
common in enterprizes of this kind) not- 
withflanding the great number of thofe 
who were in the fecret, every thing re^ 
Biained fo <^Met, that from outward ap^- 

pearances. 



Digitized by 



Google 



96 ne Hiftory of 

pearances tio man would have been led 
into «ny fufpicion ; if. on the one hand, 
the improbability that Agathon fliould 
cpnfidcr his diigrace with fo much indif- 
ference as he feemed to do; and if on the 
other, the information received of Dion^s 
preparations which were not kept very 
private, had not at length excited the at- 
tention of PhimiuSy wbo was naturally 
miftruftful. From this inftant Agathon^ 
and all thofe who were known to be 
Dioris friends, were narrowly watched by 
a thouland inyifible eyes ? At length Tin- 
Uftus -had the good fortune to feize a Have, 
who came .from Athens with letters to 
Jgathon.' From thefe letters, which dif- 
clofed the reafons, why Dion had not 
been able to effecft his intended landins: 
in Sici^^ fo fboi\ as it had been a^«ed 
upqn between them, it appeared very 
evidently that Agathon and the reft of 
Dion^s friends were concerned in hisfpon- 
taneous return from exile ; but nothing 
was contained therein which intimated 

any 
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^ny dc%n agamft the prefent govcm- 
•ment, except a few indeterminate exprcf- 
^ons which might appear to conceal fome 
myfterious tranikaion. We may «afily 
conceive the alarm this difcovery tailed 
in the tyrant's clofet. It could not but 
be felt that there was reafon enough to 
apprehend theworft; and therefore PA/- 
Ufius held it moft advifeable to treat the 
matter as a fecret of ftate. j^ai/m was 
taken into cuftody ojft pretence of* fcve- 
ral ofifenies againft 'government, though 
nothing precife was to^ to the public, 
and the truereafon wfi^ mo^ induftrioufly 
concealed. It was thought better to em- 
•barrafs Dion's fricndji (wJwh from panic 
were reprefented uipre numerous than they 
really were) than to drive them to def- 
•pair ; and thias wlule the par^y was watch- 
ed with thc^^^eft caution, time was 
gained, and the ftate put in a pro^r 
fituation to ^tcfOk any fudden attack of 
the enemy. 

Vol. IV. F We 
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' We arc already accuftomed ca fee oxir 
Hero greater in advcrfe fortune than in 
any other fkuation. ; Prepared agai;ift the 
worft he c6uld expeft frojKi; his enemies, 
he refolved not to aflford them^ the tri- 
umph' of feeing Agaihon fubmij: to any 
thing that was unworthy of hjinv. He 
abfohitely refufed to give any anfwer to 
Thilifius and Tmocrates^ wbp w^e ap- 
pointed to inquire into, the crimes tbat 
were laid to his charge. He defired to 
be heard by the Prince himfelf, and ap- 
pealed for this to the conditions that l^ad 
been fettled between them. But Dmy^ 
fius had not the courage to fupport a fc-^ 
cret conference with his former favourite. 
Attempts were made to ibake his firm- 
neff by hsrlh treatm^^: and menaces; 
and the beautiful Cleonijfa wouW have 
given her voice for the fevereft feiiteiice, 
if the tyrant's timidity, and the prudence 
of his miftifters could have been .pre- 
vailed upon to follow her fuggeftion^. 
She was therefore obliged to be fatisfied 
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with the hope that was given her; that as 
foon as Dion was difpatched one way or 
Other, Agathon. fhould be . made a public 
jlacrifice to her vindidive virtue. 

In the mean while AgathorCs friends 
were under die greater apprehenfions for 
hun, as they were fufficicntly acquainted 
with the malice of his enemies, to be af- 
fured that they would exert their utmoft 
efforts to prejudice the tyrant againft him, 
and knew that the Prince was weak 
enough to fuffer himfelf to be led by 
them : for voluptuous Princes are often- 
times cruel againft their natural inclina- 
tions, from their inability to refift the 
importunities of their favourites. Aga- 
thon' s friends, therefore, fecretly em- 
ployed all the means they could, with- 
out exciting a fedition, the confequencc 
of which would have been too uncertain, 
•to promote his delivery. Dion, upon 
this occafion, gave a proof of his mag- 
nanimity, for he wrote a friendly letter to 
Dionjfius^ 'm which he engaged to dif- 
F 2 inifs 
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mifs hts troops, and wait for his recall as 
a favour depending merely on the good 
;will of his Prince, upon condition that 
Agathon ihould be fet at liberty, whofc 
only crime was that he had interefted 
himfelf for his return into his native 
country. However noble this proceed- 
ing was, and however eafily a reconcilia- 
tion between Dionjifius and Dion might 
,have been effeAed by it, yet would it 
have been of very little fervice to Jlga^ 
ihon^ if his Italian friends had not haft- 
ened to lay before the tyrant motives of a 
more urgent nature. But at this very 
time, ambaffadors arrived from Taren- 
tum^ in the name of Archytas^ whofe in- 
fluence was all fufficient in that republic, 
who were cqmmiffioned to procure the 
deliverance of his friend, and in cafe of 
,neceffity to declare, that this republic 
would be obliged to fupport Blonds party 
.with all her force, if Dionyfius Ihould he- 
fitate any longer to do complete juftice to 
•this Prince as well as to Agathon. Diony^ 
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Jius knew the cliaraflier of Ardytas too 
well, to hdve any doubtis of the ^crrouf- 
Befsof this menace. He therefore hoped ' 
to extricate himfelf in the beft manner 
out of this bufinefs, if befides giving' 
affuranccs that he was not averfe to a re- 
conciliation with his brother-in-law, he 
acquiefced in the enlargemenf of Jga- 
thon. But our Hero declareci that, he 
would neither accept of his deliverance 
as a favour from DionyfiuSy nor be indebted^ 
for it to the interceflion of bis friend. 
He demanded that the crimes for which* - 
he had been taken into cuftody, ihould 
be publicly declared and inquired into, 
' in the prefence of Dio'nyftus, the am- 
bafladbrs from Tarenium, and the chief 
perfons of Syracufe; and that his de- 
fence fhould be heard, and his fen- 
tence pronounced according to the laws: 
confcious as he was that except his recent 
connexions with D/W, which it was eafj^ 
to juftify, his moft malicious enemies- 
could not alledg-e any thing igainft hinf,. 
F3 with 
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with, any appearance bf truth, he ^as 
in the right to urge fo folemn an in- 
quiry. But 'this was what Cleomjfa, 
FhiiiJluSj and the tyrant himfelf, who wa$^ 
very . much embarralfed in this bufinefs^ 
could not admit of; and as the Taren- 
tyies would not buffer him to protraft the 
affair, Dionjifius was at laft obliged to de- 
clare publicly, that a ftrong fufpicion of 
AgathoH^s being involved in a confpiracy 
againft him, had been the only caufe of 
his imprifonment ; and that he would 
not delay an inftant fetting him at liberty, 
as foon as he fliould have cleared hira- 
feif ifemthis fufpicion, by a folemn pro- 
"^^f^^ guaranteed by the Xarentines, 
that he would not hereafter under- 
take any thing againft the flate. The 
readinefs with which the Tarentine 
ambafladors confented to this propofal, 
Ihewed, th^t Jgathon's delivery was owen 
entirely to Archyias ; zud we Ihall per- 
haps difcover in the fequel, why this 
chief of a republic, not immediately in- 
volved 
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volvcd in the affair, Ihould have underr 
taken this point with fuch extraordinary. 
zeal. But Jgatlwn, wt(o would not owe • 
his freedom to any ignominious ftep, 
could not for a long time be perfuadcd to 
make a- declaration, which might be con- 
fidered as a kind of eonfeflion, th^M: he 
deferted the party he had been connected 
withr But this delicacy, which in refpefl: 
to his ckqumftanccs was- in fa6t too 
refined, muft at length give way to the 
more important confideration, that by 
refufal of a compofition apparently fo 
equitable, he would eapofe himfelf to 
danger, without gaining any advantage 
for his party ; for Dionjiftus would much 
rather Itt him depart quietly, than 
confent that he ihould acquire his free- 
dom by lb many frefh allurements to re- 
veng(5, infpire DiorCs hQiion by thjis 
means with new life, and then join him- 
felf with this Prince for his deftr^idlion. 
The charming pifture the Tarcntines 
drew .of the happy life he would enjoy 
F 4 m 
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in the tranquil bc^om of their native 
cotmtry, and in the company of his 
fKends, compJeted the^ effed: which the 
violent ftate of difquietude, cares and 
inxpetuous palfions, he had lived in for 
fome time paft, muft neceffarily have 
upjon fuch a mind as his; it infpired' 
Jam at the fame time with that total ab- 
horrence of public lifej which he had 
coftceived after his baniihment from. 
AthenSy and rcftored to him that. entire 
propenfity to thecontemplative life which: 
h had entertained at Delphos. ' He there- 
fore condefccndeti at length to take a ftep • 
which by Dion's friends would be impu- 
ted to him as a pufillanimous defertion 
of the good caufe, but which ib fadt was : 
the only ftep he could feafonably take in 
his pfefent fituation. How many dife- 
grceable hours would he havefaved him- ' 
felf, and how much anxiety iind trouble' 
would he have fpared his friends, if he 
had followed the advice of the fage Ai- 
Jtippus two raontlis fooner. 

. . It 
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It is a moft certain proof of the vir- 
tue of a prime minifter, though not of^ 
ten to be met with, if he retires poorer, or 
at leaft not richer than he was when hi 
firft entered on the theatre of public life* 
The charader of an Epaminondas, a ff^al- 
Jinghamy a More^ and a ^effin^ has indeed 
at all tim^bcen rare; but, if any thing 
can force the mpft obftinate opponents of 
virtue, even a Hippias himfelf, into a 
confeffioK of it's reality, and an unwil- 
ling acknowledgment of it's divinity, it 
certainly is the example of fuch mcnv 
Heaven forbid, that I fhould ever think 
men likfc Hippias worthy of irty other re-^ 
futation ! Let them go to Acker ^ and^ 
when they have be&elrf that fingle obje<a 
under heaven, on which (to ufe the ex-' 
preffioa of an antient fage) even the 
Deity looks dbwn with pleafure, when 
they' have feen that venerable old 
man, who there contented with the no- 
We and envied> poverty ef a Fabridut and* 
a QncinnatHSyy^t too virtuous to be proud* 
F5 of 
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of it, cnjojrs the only reward of. a loHg^ 
and glorlow life, devoted to God, to his 
King, and to his country, in the filent 
confciouibefs of his own goodnefs, and 
(as often as he looks on his Telemaehusy 
in the hope, of not having entirely la- 
boured an vain— who forgotten, aiid, 
perhaps, even perfecuted by an ungrateful 
age, quietly wraps Wmfelf up in his virtue^ 
and in his peribaiion of a better immor* 
tality — if they have fecn this tnily great 
man, and if the fight of him does not 
efFedt what all the difcourfcs of Plato and 
Seneca have been incapable of produ- 
9ing---thcn— let them think as they will,, 
and z£t as they pleafe with impunity ; 
they deferve not to be refuted, bccaufc 
they are incorrigible — And thou, glori- 
ous and amiable old nfian, accept this,, 
however periftiable monument, from 
one, whofe pen has neyer been proftitu- 
ted to venal or interefted commutations 
,of the great of this world — ^1 have no 
reward, no advantages to expeft frofn 

thee 
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thee — ^thoa wilt never read this^— my 
defign IS pure as thy virtue---acccpt this 
feeble teftimony of fincere cfteemfirbm. 
one, who fees little worthy of efflecm un- 
der the fun^ — accept this, and his gradtudb 
for thofc filent tears of tranl^ort^ which 
(at an age when he was yet fufceptible of 
that purcft delight of humanity) the 
perufal of thy virtue-breathing letters 
drew from his eyes— thefe fentiments 
alone have influenced him on this occa- 
fion — he could not refolve to lay a con- 
ftraintupon his heart — Let no man who 
IhalL read his book, expeft an excufe 
for this digreffion. » 

Agathon involved in cares f<5r the 
welfare of Sicify.an'd engaged' in efforts- 
to promote the happinefs of others, had 
ft) entirely forgot himfelf^ that he would 
hmre quitted «5^mr»/? no richer than he 
was at his departure from Dekkos, or 
when he was .banilhed from Jtkens, if 
luckily, fboft after his elevation to a dig- 
nity, which gave him nd fmall credit in. 
F 6 alii 
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all the ftates of Greece^ a part of hi* pa-^ 
ternal eftate had not fallen to him. The* 
Athenians were then in need of an alli- 
ance with Dioff)ifius, on account of {qmer 
commercial views, and Aought proper^, 
before they hadrecourfe to Jgathotfs mc-^ 
dktion, to prefent him by their anAaf-^ 
fedors wkh a decree, in virtue of which 
his fentence of haniihtment was not only^ 
repealed, bmalfothe judgment by which 
he.had forioerly teen deprived of his: 
paternal eftate, was reverfcd, and "the 
unlawful pofleflbrs of it condemheA.te 
reftore the whole immediately to him^ 
Agathon generoufly accepted only the: 
half, >Phieh was iwt indeed enough to 
fupply the wants of an Jlcibiades or a^ 
Mjfias ; but ilill' k was tooiie: than even* 
a philofopher of the fcit of Jrifiippus^ 
would have required, t^ enabk him to^ 
Kve with iM^dependancCi convenience and- 
eafe ; and this was^ enough iotjgalhoni 

QuR Hero ftaid no longer at Syraofft^: 
after he had recovered his freedom, thani 

was^ 
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wa5 neceflary to fee and thank his friends* 
Dht^Jius, who (we know very welt) had 
the ambition of dbbg every thing in a 
haridlbxne tnanmur^ defired that he might 
take leave of him in .prefcnce of hi9 
whok court* He loaded him, on this 
occafion, with commendations and ca- 
refles, and thought that he played the 
part of a refined ftatefman, in pretend- 
ing that he confented reluctantly to his 
difmiflion^ and that they parted wiih 
each other trpori the moflr fnendly terms,. 
Jgidhon had the complaifanoe to affift in 
ading this h& fcene of the comedy -, and 
thus accoiDpaaied by the ambailadors of 
S'arentumy criticized by every one, cen- 
fured by many, and known by few, even 
among thofe who thoughi moll favour-' 
ably of him, bwt regretted, and his re- 
turn frequently wiflied by all good men, 
our Hero depart from, a city and from Bf 
country,, where he hadeigoyed the fate^ 
fiiftion of leaving feveral monuments of 
Bis glorious adminifbration behind him; 
: and 
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and from which he carried nothing away 
wkh him, befidea a feri^s of experience^, 
which confirmed him in the tsdblution-*- 
Never a^in to expoile hirafelfi to any thing; 
of the fame kind. ^ 



. C H A* P. IV. 

Information' to the Reader. 

THANKS to the Go* (exclaims^ 
here the author of the Greek ma- 
B\i(cript, f& a man whole heart is lbd< 
denly relieved) thanks to the Gods, that 
we have brought our Hero out of the 
mod dangerous c^ all infamous places^ 
into which an honeft man can be fediKed, 
uofulfied^. and what n almbit incredibie^^ 
with all his virtue !* He is nauch indebted 
to- good fortune, continues the manti- 
fcript; but — ^by <tog (the great. oarfi of 
the fage Socrates) what bufincfs had he 
too with a court ? He, who was imfible 

that 
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that he was neither intended for a ilave^ 
nor a flatterer, nor a buffoon, what had 
he to do at the court o{ fiDionyfiusf 
What an idea — and is it poffible that fuch 
an idea could enter into the brain of a 
wife man ? — to make a vicious Prince 
virtuous ! — Or what honcft man, who 
feels a fiind of found reafon and benevo- 
lence within himfelf, ever thought of go- 
ing to a court,, with an intention of ex- 
erting either the one or the other ? — We 
muft own, the enthufiafm— of a Lycut^ 
pis^ who from a monarch became a pri- 
vate citizen, in order to make his coun- 
try more happy, is a moil noble thing:— 
or that of a Leonidas, who with three 
hundred men of equal refolution, deves- 
ted himfelf to death, in order to difcou- 
rage as nwrny myriads of Barbarians from 
fighting with the Gr^s. However 
great, however excellent- are thefe ex- 
ploits, yet are they poffible to human na- 
ture; and thofe who undertake them^may 
flatter therafelves, that they will acconv- 

plifli 
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has ever heard of .a man, or a Hero, the 
fon of any Goddefs, or of any God, or 
even a God himfelf, having effe(9:ed what 
Agathon undertook, when, with a lute in 
his hand, he engaged to become the 
Mentor of a Diofiy/tus>. 

After this humourous introdudkion> 
with which our author begins the chap- 
ter, there follows a long, and as it ap- 
pears, rather a fplf netic declamation a*- 
gainft that clafs of mortals, who are fill- 
ed men of faftiion i with various digref^ 
fions on their naiftreflfes — on their hpuads 
— and the reafon why it is dangerous {o€ 
a prime minifler to have too much ge- 
nius, too much difinterefiedceis, and nx> 
much attaclm)enc to his. matter,^ — {o fao 
^ we can perceive, this is one of the 
moft remarkable, and moftfkigular chap- 
tors in the whole work. But unfortu* 
inately the manufcript is in this place 
partly deftroyed by rats, and partly 
(b much injiured by d^nps, that it would 

be: 
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be more eafy to make oyt Ibmething pro* 
perly connefted from the papers of the 
Cumam Sibyl, than from tbofe fragments 
of words, fentences and periods, which 
ftill remain. We confefs ourfelves fo 
much aflfefted at this lofs, that we had 
rather have. been deprived of thofe inge-. 
nious ^ fuppkments to PetroniuSj which 
Mr.. •NauJot has. devifed, or of all the 
Ivorks of the worthy Father ***. This 
W^ however, with rpfpe<5t to the elogium. 
of people of faihion is the more futpport- 
able, as we fi^d in Mr. Helvetius's book, 
all that can be fard upon the extenfive 
penetration, the magnanimity, the noble 
fcntiments, a^ the fine tafte, which ufu- 
ally diftioguifh.men of fafliion from other. 
common mortals ; a book, be it faid, ' 
.without prejudice or ofFenfe to any one,, 
which, according to the difpofktion of 
the reader, is either the beil or the worft 
bopk that has appeared in our century.. 
It has a fimilar digreffioA on miftreflea 
and hounds ; on which fubjeds the reader 
. ' "^ who 
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who IS inclmed, may find more than fof- 
ficicnt information Jn the Eail' of KamU 
ioH^s additions to the amclrous hiftory of 
the court of Charles the Second^ King of 
Englarid; and in the wonderful writings 
of a certain more modern ftatefman, 
whom, out of tendernefs for his modefty 
we ftiair avoid naming. But the lofs of 
the third digreflion we mod heartily la- 
ment, Becaufe as we have been aflurcd 
by one of the greateft connoifleurs in Eu* 
rape, there is not at prefent any book m 
the world in which this intcrefting and 
rather intricate fubjeft has been "properlf 
developed and thoroughly cfifcuflcd. Un- 
fortunately the chapter is mofl: dcfedive 
in this place. We may however conclude 
from a few words, which appear to be* 
long to the end of this digreffion, that 
the author has afligned nine and thirty 
caufes i and we muft own our curiofity 
was excited to know what thefc nine andi 
thirty caufes were. 

CHAP. 
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CHAP. V. 

Moral Situation of our Hero. 

THE writer of the old manufcript, 
from which we own that we hate 
taken the greateft part of this hiftory^ 
triumphs, as it has been feen, on account 
of his having brought his hero away 
from a court with all his virtue untaint- 
ed* This would certainly be fomething 
approaching to a miracle^ if it really had 
been effeded ; but we apprehend he has 
faid more, than SaA&Xy fpeaking he was 
capable of proving* If there are not fome 
kinds of moral amulets, which copnteradt 
the infe(f^ious nature of a court air, in 
the fame mannei* as the Bekfmtes are an 
antidote to poifon, it feen^ rather incom- 
prehenfible to'us that the tumnlt of an 
aftive life, the noxious vapours of flat- 
tery, which a favourite, willingly or un- 
willingly, inceffantly inhales, — ^the necef** 
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fity of relaxing a little from the claims of 
wifclom and vktue^ in prefer not to lofe 
all ;— and what is ftiU worfe than all this^ 
the innumerable diffipations by which the' 
foul is hurried from itfelf, and in attend- 
ing to a number of leffer objects rufhing 
impetuoufly by, forgets to attend to it's 
own fituation, — ^it is inconceivable, I fay, 
that all thefe circumftanccs Ihould nor 
heve had fome pernicious influence on - 
the charader of his^ foul and his heart* 
. We muft hofwever eonfefs, that the fame ' 
thing happened to him on this occaiion, - 
that we fee by daily experience ufually- 
happens to sUl other men. He was as 
little. aware of this gradual, though not 
lefs certain influence, and the changes 
which it Imperceptibly wrought in his 
foul ; as a man in full health is fenfible 
of the fecret and infinuating diforders 
which the inftability of the weather, tri-. 
fling irregularities in living, * the hetero- 
geneous nature of his food, the flow 
working poifon of the paflions, hourly 

pccafion 
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tKTCafion in the animal machine. The 
-changes which take place in our internal 
difpofition muft be confiderable, in order 
to be noticed ; and we commonly do not 
begin to perceive them clearly till we 
find it neceflary to hefitate, and afk our- 
felves,' whether we are ftill the fame per- 
fons we were. It was probably on this 
•account, th^tJgathori,. mthout the lead 
miftruft of himfelf, afcribed the progrefs 
which the revolution in his foul already 
begun at Smyrna^ had made during his 
ftay at Syracufe^ entirely to the new or 
■confirmed experience, he had fo many 
opportunities of acquiring in this wide 
extenfive fphere. 

It is indifputably one of the ^reateft 
)idvantages, if not the only one, which a 
thinking man can acquire from living 
in the great world, if he is ever fo happy 
as to retire from it, — that he has learnt 
to know that part of mankind. It k true 
there are as many ftrong objedions to 
this method of gaining a knowledge of 

man- 
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mankind, as to that of acquiring k from 
hiftory, from the writings of the poets, mo- 
ralifts, faty rifts, and romance writers ,-^or 
to any other method. But on the other 
hand at muft be allowed, that it is j^t 
leaft full as certain a mfethod as any ; 
and even that it is more fo, if the pcrfon 
who purfues it is endowed with all the 
qualifications ncceflary for an obferver. 
Nothing, however can be more ridiculous 
than a coxcomb, who flatters himfelf that 
he has acquired a perfeft knowledge of 
the world, 'and of mankind, after he has 
carried his figure about ten or fifteen 
years through all countries and courts, 
conquered fome dozen of equivocal 
virtiies, and colle6led as many infi- 
pid ftories, or fufpicious additions to 
the fcandalous chronicle of every place 
he has pafled through, with the affiftancc 
<jf which he can make the company 
laugh or yawn for two or three days. — 
Nothing can be more ridiculous than to 
fee fuch aonecaftinghiseye a/kancewith 
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• a ftupid fmile of cdntempt upon a man, 
who after a deep confideration of human 

.narwreibr many yeas, occafionally judges 
of charafters and manners, without hay- 
ing feen the feven towers, or been pre- 
fent at the marriage of the Doge of Fe- 
nice with the Adriatic fea. We know not 

, exadily what number there may be of 
fuch men of the world as belong to this 
clafs. This, however, appears evident, 
that a man of genius and enlightened un- 
derftanding, for empiricifm alone is here 
as infufficient, as in all other pradtical 
fciedc^s, acquires by living in the great 
world, (fo far as we take this word in it;s 
true fenfe) by the connexion he mutt 
h^ve in any confiderable city with all 
•kinds of ranks and charadters ; — by the 
frequent opportunities he has of feeing 
the perfons he obferves, in all manner of 
circun>ftances, both with and without the 
maik, of putting them to .all kinds of 
triajs ; — and of difcovering their ruling 
inclinations and fecret motives, as well 
o by 
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\>y the ufe which others make of them, 
as by that which they endeavour to make 
of others ;— it is evident, I fay, that fiich 
a man with fuch advantages, acquires a 
more immediate, more extenfive, and 
more juft knowledge of men, than others 
who owe their theory only to hiftorians, 
metaphyficians and moralifts, three very 
uncertain kinds of teachers; — or who 
'have made their obfervations merely on 
the microcofm of their own Mves. 

It has already been remarked above, 
that Agathon at his appearance upon the 
ftage, which he has now quitted agairt, 
had long ceafed to think fo fubliniely 
and abftradtedly of human nature, as at 
Delphos^, It makes a confiderable diffe- 
rence, whether a man lives among the fta- 
tues of gods and heroes, or amorigft men. 
But when lie had enriched the obferva- 
tions he had already coUedked zt Athens 
and Smyrna, by a nearer acquaintance 
with the great, and with courtiers, his 
opinion of the native beauty and dignity 

of 
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*of Inntian nature, (ank gradually folow, 
that he was i<i>metimes tempted contrary 
to the dictates of his heart, (which hd 
thought l»ighc as WeiV be the f>crfuafioTW 
6t' felt-love arid prejudice) tbbeKeve thaft- 
all the elevated iind nobfe things whicfc 
the divine Plato hrf fpoken or written 
about it, were anecdotes from another 
world. Imperceptibly the ideas wMch 
Hippias had given him of it, no mor^ Ap- 
peared fo Ihocking, as whco Iwf placed 
himfelf in the garden of this v6Wptuous 
philofophcr by moonlight, and meditated 
On the ftatc of incorporeal fpirits. At 
length this wai carried fo fer, that theft 
notions feemed to him fufKcienUy proba- 
ble, to enable him to conceive how per- 

. fons, who found in their own hearts no- 
thing that could give them a higher 
opinion of 'their nature, might be indu- 
ced, by a long coilfiedtion wfth tlie 
world, to perfuade themfdves entirely of 
thetnit?hof them. 

' Vol. IV. G It; 
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}t, -wfs poffible for j^atbon to ga^ as fat' 
«^ ^is^ wkhout txanfgteffiQg the bounds 
<ii th^ wife mpderatioDj which <night 
^^ ways to pi^k^^u&ilow and refervedia 
^^r d^^;:^£iqT>$:^pon.thi^ important poiEt^ 
^i«id ^\\r tb?t rejgtes fp |t^: B«t at rio^, 
4vhcn h^ raw bis f|^ expeditions dif- 
-agpcjii^ted by the folly or wickednefs of 
.thof^ wkh^ whom hc,:^?s obliged to liv^, 
.bi? fb^in threw a more thap common 
'gjkjom .over his foul, and he v^ent ftill a 
lUp /artljor. No, faid he then ta him- 
jfelf^ jpaen rf© not \fhat I took them for, 
Ajjien I judged of them l^ myfelf, and 
-flf ;5nyfelf by thqyputhful feellpg^^ a 
XoftObJe heart, and by an innocence not 
.yet put to the trial. My experience juf- 
.^i^es the worl| th^t-jFi^f^^^/aid ^f themj 
a^ld if ^hey ;are ^no,. better^ \jrh^ reafop 
have I to-* perplex myfelf, bcc^ufe th^ 
will -not be- influenced- by principl^^ 
which: have no, l^nd of relatioij to their 
nature? Mine was the faylt^ whoiv^nted 
to carve a Mercury out of a knotted fig- 

Vee, 
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^rec Did he not apprize mc, that I had 
.nothing dfe to exped, if I meant to re* 
4gulnt;e the plan of my life according to 
pay ideas ? His predidion could not 
Jbave been more exadly fulfilled.— Had 
1 followed hi? principles, had I firft at 
jithenSy or afterwards here at Syracufe^ 
jeondufled myfclf as Hipfm would have 
■done vs^ my:fituarion, — I Ihould them 
have accomplilhed my deCgns; then 
-fliQuld I have been happy, — and Heaven 
knows, whether the Sicilians would have 
fufered from it. This i^ now the fecond 
time, t^aft PhiliJ^Sy a true fpllower of 
;the. fyftem of, my Sophift, though he 
might not -be able to mal^e it appear fo 
.well conn^cd or fo plaufible, h^s obr 
-twined the ^vjftory over wifdom and vir- 
4:ue.r-W.hat need have I of farther exper 
jicnce, to Ifijow^ that he will as certainly 
triumph over another P/<?/(?, and over ano- 
ther y^^^Mo« .^ — ^How nauoh di^ I relsoc 
/rom nay ,pi:injpiplps;. how .jmuch did I, de- 
o^ean i?xyfel^, y^h^n Ila^ the i/npoffilpir 
. .: ' G2 lity 
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Hty of faifing thofc I was concerned with 
to a level with myfelf? What did this 
avail me ? — I could not prevail upon my- 
felf to aft in a bafc and mean manner,' to 
become a flatterer, a pimp, a traitor to 
the real interefts of the Prince and the 
nation,— and thus I loft at once the fa-» 
vour of the Prince, and the only reward 
i required for iny fervices, the advantages 
which the country began to enjoy from 
my adminiftration, becaofe I could not 
confent to confider every thing that was 
ufeful, as equitable and proper. — O ! 
certainly HipptaSy thy ideas and niaxims, 
thy morals, thy politics are founded upon 
the experience of all age^. When have 
men ever been otherwife ? When have 
they cverefleemed virtue, but when they 
were in need of her affiftance ; and when 
has virtue not been odious to them, as 
Toon as flie came in competition with 
their pamons? 

TilESE refleAtons brought bur Hero 
to the very britik of the deep abyfs; 

which 



Digitized by 



Google 



A G A T H O N. 125 

whicfh Iks between the fyftem of virtue, 
and that of HJfpias; but thefirfttremb- 
Uflg look he caft upon It, was fufEcient 
to make him retreat with horror. The 
motions . of the eflential difference be- 
tween juftice and injuftice, and the ideas 
of moral beauty, had taken too deep a 
root in his heart, were too clofe int^wo- 
ven and grown together, with the tender- 
eft fibres of it^ to be extirpated by a 
caufe entirely accidental, however pow- 
erfully it might work updn his im^na^ 
tion, grupon his pa6&)ns. Virtue wan^ 
4£d no other advocate with him,, but l^is 
own heart . At the very fame in ftant that 
a too well founded mifanthropy had xcr 
prefented mankind to him in a conteippo* 
ibleli^t, and, perhaps, as fome mirrors 
do, much more odious than they really 
are, he felt with the moft perfcdt cei>- 
tainty, that for the.crown of the Perfian 
monarch himfelf, he would neither have 
been Hippias nor FhiUftus. Hefelt, . that 
if he ihould again be placed in the fame 
G 3 cic- 
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circumikncesy he {kxy\AA tG^ jiiiit as lie 
had aded before, wkhout being alarmed 
at any confequences that migKt enfuc* 
On the contraiy, it cotild not be other- 
wife, but that thefe tefleftions, which 
he had entirely given way to, iiince hi4 
difgrace, and* particularly during his irti* 
prifonment, muft entirely deftroy the re-^ 
mains of that moral etithtlfiafixiy ^^fc 
which ' v^t fn*r him iired whew hij fled 
from Sn^na.'^ fhe rfwogKt of* being 
emptoy^d for the happitt^ of mankind^ 
for the univerfal good of the whoie race^ 
lofes its powerful attradion, as foon ai 
we think meanly of that race. The great-- 
nefs of this emeiprizfe is the Afery thing 
that makes it attra(9:ive,-^and this natu- 
rally coatrads itfelf, when wereprefent 
mankiiid to ourfetves as a herd of crea»* 
tures, the greateft part of whom confine 
th^k whote felicity, the only aim- of all • 
their eii(ieav6ur5>. to the gratification of 
their corporeal wants, and ^txt Tooiiih 
enoughj, by a meanfubmiffiontoa fmaii 

number 
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tmmbcr of the vfotft anlohg theif owa 
(i>ecies, to put themfdves almoft always 
ill fuch a fituation, that they can acquire 
this mere animal feKclty but feldom or 
for a ftiort time, and even then oirly by 
impoirtumty or attifiteC Every animal 
feeks its own food>— digs Welf a hole, or 
builds itfelf a neft,— propagates itfelf,*— 
fleeps, — and dies. What do thfe great- 
eft pait of mankind more than this ? The 
WtjpJcTjriftcnt -which ^Jflin^iihes them 
HKJft from other animals, is the care of 
cloathiftgthemfelvfes, afldiiit§, ih^ed, is 
th© chief btifinefs of many millions t 
and muH I (faid Jgatlwn to himfelf la 
ent of his worft humours) muft I facri*- 
fice my tranquillity, my plea&ris^ my 
faculties, my exiftence to thec^re, that 
a particular herd of thefe noble creatures 
i&juld «ic more delicately, dwell mori 
furaptuouily,. propagate themfelves mo^ 
frequently^, cloath^ themftlves more richJ 
ly,. fleep more foftly than thqr did be- 
fore^, or than othcrsof itheir fpcciesdo ?— ^ 
Q4 fc 
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h not this all they w^t ? And lio ihcy 
employ nic for thefe purpofes ? What 
inducement have I to do them thefe fer- 
vices ? Is there a fingle perfon an^ongft 
them, who in all his updertakings, has 
^ny nobler defign than his owrt fadsfac- 
tion } Do I owe them any efteem or gra- 
titude, becaufe they work to fupply my 
wants, or to minifter to my pleafures ? I 
am indee J bound to pa:y them for it, this 
is all they want, and all they can re<luirc 
of me. 

Heavens !— fo methinks I hear fome 
affeding voices exclaim— :is it poflible ? 
VJould y^athon think fo? So meanly,' fo 
i{jiK)bly--fo coldly, my fair ladies, fo 
cokllyl-And you will agree with mc, 
that durix>g a confinement of two or 
three months, which a man has drawn 
VpoR himJfelf by great and noble ienti* 
ments alone, he bad occafion enough to 
cool a little the heat of a generous en- 
thtifiafoi. — ^But vyhat.Will now become of 
©ur Hero's virtue?— What is .virtue 

without 
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vixhout that charming ^re, nvttkout that 
fbblime kifpkation^ whidh. raifes man 
above the reft of his fpecies^ and elevates 
him even above himfelf, to the dignity 
of an viBiverfal benefa^bor, a guardian 
angel, an inferior divinity ?^-We allow 
it, virtue without this ethereal flame, is 
jL thing of little value, of little fplen- 
dor — " And how deplorable is it, to fee 
our Heco's virtue fubdued, when it 
Ihouldihew itjfelf ia its greateft vigour ! — 
What ! — ^yield, beca«ife it meets with 
©ppoikion ?-^Forfake the good caufe, 
becaufe we doubt, and, perhaps, without 
rcafoB, the happy fi^ceis of it ^ What 
elfe then is real virtue, but a perpetual 
conteft wi(h tfce paffions, foMies and vi-» 
ces-^witbin and withmit xs ?''-^Excel- ^ 

lent ! — aod in Bunyat^^ Progrefe fo well 
difbuffed. Gentlemen, that there is no 
need of our fey tog more upon the fubjedb 
here. . • • 

. It is to be lamented, thi«: our Hero 

hiid not fgpported his. part better— Buo 

G 5 to 
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to all appearances he never was a Hero, — 
and we have oeew ta blatwe in appropn*- 
ating fo hoiu>urab4e a^ name to hkn.^ 
<* Not qoite fo; he fet oiit e*eellently 
well ;. be was a Hero, at the time that 
he core himfelf from the urgent carefles 
of the fedticing Prieftefe/'— That mijght 
haVe been owen to the bafliful and ihy in^ 
nocence of beatdtefs youth ; and was he not 
then in lov* with the beautiful Jf^cA^ .^— 
** He defcrved ftill the name of a Hero^ 
when he had die tXMirage to undertake the 
dfifenie ,of a forfaken innocent min againft 
a powerful' party?'* You might have 
done as much from ambitious motives, — 
or from an averiicm to one of the ene- 
naies of the perftm you nfteant to pro* 
ted,— ^or from f<ieiefecrct defignsupon: 
his wife^j-^-or becaufeyou might have re-^ 
ceived forty thoufand livres out of his^- 
cheft ? — And if you had been aftuated: 
by any of thefe motives, you would not 
haw done an heroic aflftion. That Jga* 
thou then hdsi aSed from noble fenti- 

ments,. 
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smits» we know-^rcHD Imnfelf; and 
w^ hxvc realbn to give htm oiedit fbrit?-^ 
but he m^t faiave flattered kim&If with 
the greatefi probability x^ bniliaiitfuo 
eefs> and what iat tritimph was. thiat for tin 
•nabition of a youth of, twenty yeaci^ 
pf age? -^ *^ Hewcvefy hot celrtainiy 
ihewedhimfelf aHerOy when wtti jcaltm<> 
nefs and intrepidity He iubnsitted ' to the* 
linjuft decree of baaiffanieiit poraOHncedi 
ag^inflrhiinby.theAlfenians^ andm)ubi 
Fadbd: filfierthe utmbll^ than owehtseiH 
hicgeitacnt to any meanncftu'^— Hq was 
equally a Hero^ at that* tinie when he: 
eoidd &y tohimiHf, '^ I did not reproach 
viftue, (that ihe> had dnown upon xne tk6 
katrdd: and perfecutions of the wicked; 
LMt that fliewas herown reward/ ~Hc* 
waaindeedvery noble at this inftant; but 
wc muft not fofget, that he was then in 
a veiy extrabiidinary f^iation^ worked up' 
to that h^heft pkch of enthufiafna for 
virtue/ which maices a man forget for a 
time that he is a mortal. This kind of' 
G/6 heroifhi} 
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denoifm condnties naturaily no longer 
than the fit of entlmfiafm lafe. Ag^hm 
was theiviconiciotis^ as be imagined^ of 
an untainted virojc* With what pride 
muftfuch a coiifcioufneis hav^ fwelled 
hia foul at the inilant, that all Athens 
feemedto faaTe confpired to diigraCe him ; 
in the monoent tbat^his voy pride was 
ti>e cml]rthiag that coufd counterbalance 
the whole we^t of his misfortunes^ 
and procured him the triumph^ of makii>g 
the mafteips of hi^^-fote feel all the fwpe- 
fibrity whicU virtue gave him ova: them ? 
This kind of pride iiefem^les in its efled:s 
the rage of a courageous man driven to 
<k2pair* The certainty of death,.to which 
he devotes hirhfelf, makes, him perform 
exploit worthy of an immortal. But ^j- 
th$n had not at that time, quite ia much 
reafon to he proud of his virtue. The 
vef y fame . enthiifiaftic di^)ofition of 
mind, which .bad; infpired him with the 
fcntiments of. a God, at his exile from 
Jkkns^ l^ad exppfcd him at S^^na to 

thQ 
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the foibles: of a comrac© maiu He did 
not pbw think fo highly of himfelf, and 
as in £inilar circuniftances, thi? heroic 
pride could no itnore come txi his affift- 
ancc, it mult noccflktly be changed into 
that kind of mifinthropy, which extends 
kfelf ovearthe whole fpecies. In this in- 
fiancc, as in many others, the Hiftory of 
Jgatkon is the Hiftbry of all men. Wc 
think greatly of human taature, {o long 
as we think highly of ourfelves ; our 
contempt has always either indiyiduals or 
fmaU Ibcicties for its Ob^afib i ^but as ibon 
as we are degraded in our opinion of our- 
felves, our opinbn of the whole race to 
wWch wc belong, if fonk a? the fko^c 
time by an internal influence wfe c^naot 
refift. We are ftirprized that we had not 
fooncr perceived^ thafthe follies and vi- 
ces of ihofe among whom we live, are 
defers of natureT itfelf, to vrfiich every 
one is fufejed; defeds which admit of 
dfegreesj are. of one fort or another, and 
idi^jpted to tlie peculiarities of time, cir- 

cum- 
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cifnftahces, ccmfiitatiani and cudbtiU' 
The nearer we examine nwnkind,. tha 
greater reafon bare'we for thinking To ;.. 
and this way of thinking,, at the fimc 
time that it gives m a certain low eftatna^ 
tion of the wbderace, induces us to be^ 
mere indulgent to the failings andde&ds. 
of the individuds, or the particular fo- 
cieties we are connefted with; Thus, 
while we lofe fom^ing of our virtuou$^ 
pride, which is precipitately and fimpljr 
taken fdr Virtue itfelf;. we at. the famo 
fime gain on the fide of the lAoA amk 
able and moft neceflary qualities, affabi^- 
fity and moder^ion ; qualities^ which in^ 
deed have nothing brilliant in duan, but 
%rti confequetitly nibre en^^, and there-* 
fore make m fitter to live amotig crea-^ 
cures who ftand in need of them every, 
inftant. 

It is a common aTid>ft«quently repre-* 
henfible faifing of the human race^ that 
ihey prefer the miraculous to the natuml, 
and tte fplendid, M tbat.whith^dbt^.not 

ftrike 
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ffrike the eye lb much, though more^ 
uftfuf arid laftingi Th» m«ho<*of jiidg- 
fti^ of the vaTue bf things fe nevermore- 
felteddu*, * than when it vs employed on. 
Btioral objects* The liibUmity of a- man?8 
ideas and feelings, ahd* the flbeiicy- of 
l^eaking a Certain language of inf^ii^ 
tioji, which (like the language of the 
Gods in Hemer) gives 6ther haihesf to alt 
things, without making tfietti m the fcaffi 
etherwife than what they re^ly^re under 
'riieif conimoi!!- ttam^, u(baBy itiduces vt% 
to think very highly 0f the^tfifcelteicii €Jfc 
his chafaScr.. But the tonelufion i^A 
draw iif this Inftanee is as falfe as th^: 
prejudiee many perl^M- ent^fcpn ^inft: 
a quiet and taodcft vir<*fe^ "W&ldi wkhoiitr 
dJfcc^irfngitfelf bj^folemnijHiridei High 
flown ideas, J>i*etended privileges' ftorxt^ 
the imperfeAions of human nature, dndi 
inexwaWe fewwtie^ agaifrfftfeim, (bem 
to promife lefr, mWely m ofdei* tx>^^eN 
formmori. Tliis ^ekig*previoifftyjft&ted> 
^e may perhaps with good reafon affirm, 

that 
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that cur heroes virtue might reap^ great 
advantages in fevcnrl re^eds from the 
new chaise thattook p|ace ia his way of 
thinking. But ^ ;wiU own, that what he 
gfuncd 0|i one fide_ by thj«, he loft oa 
theothen The ideas we form to ourfclves. 
of our ownnaturc^ have an abfolute in- 
fluence over all the reft of our ideas. So 
fE^feji fi> ridiculous and childifii it is, to 
tmi^ine as nfiany people do^ that man is 
the principal figure ia the whole creation^ 
amjth^t ^ thereA ^ifi only for his pdear 
f\irej^^fb Mtui^l^ on the qootrary, it isjto 
ibppoie^ from the paiticuiar iyfiemof his 
ow^ notions, that he is lb. In thii lit- 
1)^ worlds he is ai^ cwtkiue^ vdunta- 
fily or Kfroluntarily, th? ca^»^~the 
Hqrp oi the pipce to which evary thitjg 
is referred, and by wHofe happkiefs or 
mifcry every thing is determmed. All is 
gr^t) imp<^tant and io^erefting, if the 
pf inqpal, ;p^rfqn is of <:onfeqi^nce» and 
h^ a;gr^t part to a^; bift if a, Stiapm 

or 
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#r a Hdrkfuifiis the Hero, what cfan the 
whole piece be, but a Farce ? 

We. may, probably, ftill rcmrmbcr 
the doubts in which J^athon was involv<> 
ed, when he quitted the inchanting coaft 
of loHio. He had there, periiaps, ex* 
pertenced to his s^lvantage, that the 
ideas which had taken pofleffion of his 
yomhful mind in the groves of Ddphos^ 
and had beeA more deeply ingrafted in it 
by the inibra^bns and convcriaticm of 
the divine flato at Aiiens^ had been ra« 
ther prejudicial than ufeful to him on 
any occafion, where he had given him« 
4Mf up tvtth mpre petfcGt fecurity to their 
influence and protecting |>ower« Atlength 
thefe ideas, through a juft fufpicion of 
their reality, were fo imperceptibly and 
eafily fu^eeded by others of ao entirely 
oppofite Mature, that -he was not aware of 
the change before it "was cOnfiplctely efta- 
biilhed, Jg^itum had not then time to 
reconcile thefe doubts to himfelf; he 
imagined, indeed, or rather earneftly 

wilhed. 
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vxflicd, liiat what was realty true in hi^ 
former principles, m^ht xcty well coin* 
^^ with his newly acquiredlde^ts^^But 
te perceived not yet with fufficient ckar- 
oefs, haw this could be ^-^At fitft (ighr 
indeed he perceivied a certain void, ti 
which he was the n^re alarmed, as he 
had little incliDatiou to follow the exam* 
pie of moft p€0|^^ who when they find 
themfHvtts thus embarraflbd, 31 «p the 
chafins witK the irft thfaig that comes td 
hand, whether it be firaw^ clay^ or rags.. 
His fbtnier fa^oiarite ideas however bad 
yet at tibat time x ftroHg hold upcm his 
beaxt^ and he fetisfied bimfelf with their 
fii^ftidns, in hope that as fooh as he 
was in a more quiet fituatioB, it would 
be tafy for hhn again perfeflly to recon-^ 
cile. his^ head with his heart. ^ Btit the 
fcene of bufinefe and the diffipations whifh 
had engtoficd ^att hift time at ^ecvje\ 
had obliged him to defer this important 
talk fo long, that the new difficulties 
which were perpetually ftarting up, made 

in 
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kinfinii:fely'tn<>rd^6ublefortrc tftaiidtfirft; 
The ridiculous and abfurd'flde of mefi's 
Cpiniom, paffiohi and cuftoms^ is gene- 
rally the firft that prefents itfelf to a mant 
of wit and undcrftahding, who has not 
the? kifure'to confiacf thfetti' attentively. 
AgatHon had ' 'aCtuftoraed hirfifelf imper- 
ceptibly to view things in this Kght, t<> 
Urhich he was ahready difpofed by the na- 
tuVd vivadl?y'^ttd (jliicknefs of his g^^ 
nkis: T^hfe %racii{kns, wh^fe chataifter 
was i. miiture of that of x^^ Atiieniani 
and CorHntfUanSy or a compofition of the 
moffi contrary qualities any people coulck 
poffibly have ^— -and a court, fiich as that. 
ofDtonji/ius waa,-*fupplied Inm fo abun^ 
dantly with comic cjiaradters, images and 
occurrences that the contrail between the 
prefent and the former tone of hi^ mind,, 
(if: I may b^ allowed this tcfchntcal eid- 
preffioti)^ mutt have grown fttonger from- 
day tofday.- The Oromafiks and Jrl- 
ntanius of the antient Perfians cannot be 
reptefented as mote mortal enemies ttoi 
. * each 
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otcb other, duui the fpirit of ridicule, 
and the fpirit of enthuiiafm; and the na* 
rural antipathy between tbefe two difpo* 
fitioDs is not a liule increafed By their be- 
ing both equally difpofed to exceed the 
bcHinds of moderation. The fpirit of en- 
thufiafm fees all things in a ftrong and 
awful light ; that of ridicule, in a trifling 
and contemptible one. Nothing is more 
common than for the firft to be carried 
fi> far, that every thing which bears the 
name of jeft and raillery, appears repre- 
lieniible; nothing is more ufyal, than for 
the latter to make thofe very things the 
ch|pfAibjeds for joke andjaughter, which 
others treat with the . greateft feriouf- 
nefi* 

To this we may add, that the li^t and 
facetious turn has for a long time been 
peculiar to courts,— ai;id that the pre- 
tended Academicians, or.philoi!bphiers,in 
partictilar oi Dioirxfius'% covirt, except Art- 
Jiippus alone, reprefented a fet of tragi- 
comical bufJbons, who feemed to be cbo- 

fca 
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fen on purpofe tfa 'make the fublime fct- 
ences, of which thcjr declared themfdvdj 
the Priefls and Myftagogues,as contemp- 
tible, as they wd-e themfelves.-^AIl^Itefc 
ctrcumftaiiees taken together, will make 
us left furprifed that our Herd fliould not 
at length gradually acquiite a dil][T6fitiori, 
%vhich no nian would prbl>ably have 
expe(fted in Tiirti, at the time when he 
was waiting for the apparitions of Deities 
in the grotto of die Nymphs, — or when 
he i^jefted the principles, promifes and 
frtencHhip of the iz^j^HlppiaSy with fuch 
warm indignation; -^ No riiian, ibut the 
moft accurate obferver of the huhian 
heart, would have imagined, that the 
greater part of his former ideas, of the 
reality* of whfch' he begain to doubt'cveri 
at 55^^wj ' Itenild tioW appear quite chi* 
mertcal and ridicufeuisf to himfelfj^— atid 
thatthofe^ideasi the objetfts of which muft 
ftill continue t6 be refpe&ed by him, be* 
ing iio#^abilra<5fetHy cbiirfJ^^^ their^' 
rejgbfer fomi i# tl^^ ili-a^lfetiWi fi^ftilled,^ 
\ - mixed 
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jxax^ or tm^e&kd io men's wag^p^- 
^$,. appealed &% fox nothbg .but tQ 
.tmufe. 

Such .of 9pr; ce^ers ^s are g^yeQ 
4:a rjef|cfiio% vfiU myf. mor^ ,c;le^rly 
-comprehend why we have fcrupl^ 
^ivmg-our approbation to xhfi author ftf 
^ Greek n-i?uii|fcriptj, ^n h^s tjod favojjr- 
^le opinionof the prefent sfiotfiX G^tw- 
tion of qw f^ro-. We c;;jnnG[t byt, be 
;aware, that this (ituation is daDgcrous for 
his virtue, and the tiipre fb^ becaufe from 
a cert;?in .gcjod hi,impur an4 viyaci{y,tiSind 
otbe? appearances of j^Uibeah:h,ii\;ftvc^ 
pircpmftances a ^n^n^ ^fually peffqa^i^^ 
himfelf that he is in his natural ^tuatioflf 
Ngtttiat we.fl)oul4 be fb much di^leaCt 
^.;Ht f?eina,p\ir JNlero /(for ]yJioqi, np;i 
wittftapiuiing iaUjh^s^f^iiifjgs,. w^ l^ve^ ^ 
gfpat^ r^ard ^ if Ije we?? z,SiviCkarks 
Qra^djfi^p,) in a, difpofiripn which ^flight 
lj*ad hijoa entir^y to.^txi^of aU ki^dlf^ 
?pt^u^^;-r-fqfw^^^FP^,gB??t^ 

expcri- ' 
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^certainly better tj3 be in health, and » 
experience notrari^tts, thin tohcai the 
Jivmony of thc{ fpberes, or be a8e<^e4 
with a bwrnbg fever ;-r-yct wo have rta^ 
4an to £ear, thaltthetoo gcoal relaxation^ 
whfiqh in the. foul ai.Wdl as: iA the body, 
uftiaUy (ucc^eds an. inordinate degree of 
lcf>fion,. may at. leaft become a$ prcjudi* 
ciat to hb heatt> as the anuable enthufi- 
^fni of whifch we have feen him poflfeflcd, 
might be to his reafon. The new turn 
which his mind had taken at Syrccuft^ 
would rather be a matter of indifference 
to us, if the change had been confined 
merely to fpecuiatiye ideas, or to the di-- 
ftribution of light and fliadc in his dif- 
pofition I but if he ihould hy this altera* 
fion ^conRc lefs upr'^lit, lef& a loY^r of 
jfutl^,,, l?f5 feQfiblj2. t0 the good of the 
b.vunai^.^QCi lefe,magna9im0usandJlwae* 
ficjent, lefs difpofed to partakcj of tbe 
h?ppir>?fs of ai^y partJcpl^r fociety, (wiiIit 
©^ wl^jc^, jhe |xrete^?4c^.yniveIfelIf9cia• 
blenefs of certain^, |)!i^Gfte i^ ^Bitr!^ :^^0^ 

mondate. 
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inontade, or at bcft but a fpecics of 
QuixOtifin) if it ihould make him lefs 
difpded to firiendihipi the ftivourite in* 
din^ftkm of. fine fouls. — Permit me, ye, 
rigid Antiplstonifts, by whom every thing 
which will not klmit of a geometrical 
dcmontbration, is called a chimaraj per- 
mit pie to go a little farther* — If thefe 
refined* thoughts which elevate the foul, 
which are fo benevolent^ and fo advan- 
tageous to virtue, -*-if thefe are defi^ncd 
for a greater fphete than this animal life, 
for a nobler mode of exiftence, for ob- 
Jefts of higher ejccellence, and for a more 
perfi«a date of adion than our prelent ; 
•*-iand' if the infpiring, though vifionary 
profpedts, which this beft of alf thought* 
prefents to us ; — if thefe 1 fay, fhould 
have nb iarther charm, no farther iiii 
fhwsnceover his foul; — O! Jgaikon, J^a* 
ikon ! then wQulft thou deferve neither 
hatred frorrt us', nor an unmerciful cen- 
fare^-nor an exulting joy over thy dif^ 
grbcd, I^Vi^^-^cottipaflioiii - ' *- ' ' 
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The difpofition of mind in which we 
have fecn him in this chapter, feems not 
entirely, calculated to remove our appre- 
henfions for him on this fcore. The 
Ideas, opinions and decifions of a ipan 
are fo uncertain, the^circumftances, the 
particular point of view in which they 
appear to us, the fociety in which we 
jive, a thoufand little circumftances, 
which when fingle efcape our notice, have 
fo much power over this inexplicable, 
•capricious, contradictory thing, our 
foul ! — that we would not have anfwered 
fcMT the fate of our Hero, if with fuch a 
^Jifpofition of mind^ he had chanced to 
fan into company with liich men as Hip- 
pies and JkibiadeSy or had gone back in- 
to the great world at Smyrna. But luckily 
we are on the point of feeing him with 
perfons, who. will reconcile him again to 
mankind, and impart again to his lan- 
guid heart that vivifying w^armtb, with- 
out which virtue is a mere foeculation : 
that warmth which indeed furnifties an 

Vol. IV. * H inex. 
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inexh^uftible fund for the moft acute re- 
fledlions; but through the federal chy- 
mical procefles it undergoes £h>m toa 
much refined reafonln^, becomes foab- 
ftradted, fo refined, fo ddicate a thing, 
that one cannot make any xife of it. 

How much foever our Hero's imagi- 
nation might have been cooled; however 
uncertain, prepofterous, and fanciful the 
dodrine of fpirits, and the metaphyfical 
politics of his friend Tlato might appear ; 
how ridiculous foever his own extrava- 
gancies in the ftate of inchantment in 
which he formerly was might fettn; 
however meanly he thought of man- 
kind in general, and however determi- 
ned he was not to fuffer himfelf any lon- 
ger to be deceived by thofe fine fancies, 
as he now called them, by thofe ideas of 
. being ferviceable to his own fpecies — 
yet he was not yet gone fo far as to lofe 
that tender fenfibility of the foul, that 
deep rooted propenfity to ideal exceHdice, 
which had been the fecret; origin of his 

former 
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ibrmcr in^ratioD, urid.of the manifold 
. ^adittfitfihs^. lodiaQtmeiife md ra^tuMs, 
' throogh th6 jmagscal labyrinth of -which 
his difpofitioo^ under various drcttaftap-' 
ces had.led hiui* The ilolen gbtoo^, 
ndiich he yet fo.^iftfoUy caft onrthe 
fcenes of his hap^y yopdk; dxe-iBH^ 
of the -amiabie Tfyche^ which amidft.all 
the changes that had taken place-in his 
foul^ had not loft any thing of its luftre ; 
the recoUedion of thdt pure, inexpreili- 
ble, almoft divine pleafun?, which over- 
flowed his hearty when he had it lUllJn 
his piower to iriake others happy ; and 
when the purity of this godlike enjoy- 
ment was not yet clouded and obfcured 
by any experience of the ingratitude and 
wicfcednefs of men, — Thefe images/ to 
which he fo readily gave himfclf . up — 
which in his dreams were fo often and in 
fuch lively colours reprefented to his agi- 
tated foul — the fighs, the wiihes, he fent 
forth after thefe beloved difappearing 
flUidon^s— ^11 thefe fymptoms are fecuri- 
H a tics 
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ties to us^ that be ftill is AgmJmi that 
the alteration in bis ideas and opiniods, 
the new theories which had now begun 
to unfold themfelves in his ibul, of all 
tiiofc things that dcferve to be otge^ of 
©Ufirefearohee, ox l:>ecome fo firom vani- 
ty andcuridSty, had not yet laid hold of 
the nobler part of his heart. — ^In fliort, 
we may yet hope, that ftom the ftrife 
between the two oppofite and hoftile fpi- 
, rits, by which this whole internal frame 
has for fome time been agitated, oonfufed 
and thrown into ferment, we fhall at 
length fee a beautilFul harmony of wif* 
•dom and Tirtue produced, in the fame 
manner as according to the fyfiem of the 
antient oriental Sages, this beautiful world 
is faid to have fprung from the conteft 
between light and darknefs. 
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CHAPTER I. 

Apology for tJie Greek Author. 

l«r]f^l«(ITHERTO the hiftory of our 
5J H 2 Hero, at kalft in the moft ef* 
i^^^jfif fential points, appears* focon- 
Ibnant to the ordinary courfe of nature, 
and to the moft exaA rules of probabi- 
Kty, that we fee no rcafon to call the 
truth of it in qucftion. But, in this 
eleventh Book, we muft own, the au- 
thor feems to have wandered out of this 
world, which, to fpeak impartially of 
the matter, has at all times been nothing 
better than U workitig^dc^ xvoHd, as Shake* 
H3 ffear 



Dptized by 



Googje 



150 The Hijfofy ef 

Jpear ibmcwhcrc calls it: he fcems, I fay, 
to have ftrayed a little into the land of 
ideas, of miracles, of events which fall out 
juft as one could wifh them, and indeed 
to fay all at once, into the land of beauti- 
ful fouls, and the Utopian republic* It re- 
mains with our readers,^o give him what 
credit they pleafe on this fcore; we on our^ 
parts do' not concern ourfelves with the 
matter. Our views^ are already- attained, 
and the fortunate or unfortunate cir- " 
cumftances, which may yet happen to 
j^Atw„biiTe' nothings to Aj with them. 
Yet we tlnnlc that att benevoltot pcrfons, 
who gradually become interefted in the 
fate of the Hero of fpch a hiflory, and 
who defire that eyery thbg fliould end to 
the (atisfadion of all part^, with dif- 
coveries, renewal of acquaintance, luckf 
recovery of loft friends, and a few mar- 
liages; will be plcafed with the author 
for making his Hejo, after he has gone 
through a fuffieient number of good and 
"Idadadventure^ at laft happy iot the xe^ 

mainder 
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maindcF of his days. It may be, that 
the author of the Greek manufcript, ha^^ 
id this point .given way to his gpod na- 
ture ; for in reality, it appears to be a 
mark of a hard and cruel heart, which 
finds a pleafure in the anguifli and tears 
of his innocent readers,, when a man has 
taken, all the pains he can> to prejudice 
us in; favour of the Hero or Heroine of a 
. fiirprizing hiftory, merely to bring us at 
hft to as calamitous a cataftrophe, as a 
mehmcholy mifanthropic imagination 
can poflibly conceiye^ a^nd to overwhehn 
us, with diftrefs the more fenfibly felt, and^ 
kfs eafily endured, as broi^ht upon us 
by the arbitrary will of the writpr. But^ 
our author, who Has: nob|er ideas, ap-- 
pears to us to have had another view, . 
which without being guilty of greater 
improbabilities^ he could not. fo wellac-. 
cojoapliih^s by this connef^on of happy, , 
though not very probable circumftances, . 
in which he placesi his Hero in this 
hpPk.T— And what kind of a view might 
H 4, this* 
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this be?— I will inform you, ladies and 
gentlemen, plainly and withotit circuin- 
locution, though I cannot but be appre- 
henfive, that the uncommon franknefs^ 
which I have Ihewn you in the whole 
courfe of this work, may be taken ill by 
fome of you. — Our author was defirous 
of avoiding the reproach which Horace^ 
in that well known verfe 

Amphora (ctpit 
Injiitui — current e rota cur urceus exit? 
metaphorically giv«s to thofe poets, iir 
whofe works the end agrees not with the 
beginning. After having conveyed his 
Hero through as many various fituati* 
oils, as he thought neceffary to put his 
virtue to the trial, to refine, and bring- 
it to a proper ftate^ he was willing that 
the great eitpedatioiis which hb youth, 
and his firft outfet in the world had exci- 
ted, (hould not be difappointed ; but 
that at the laft he Ihouldbc the model of 
as wife and virtuous a man, as we can wiflt 
to fee under the fun, or can poffibly ex- 

peft: 
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P6SV frpm the nature of things/ The 
enthufiafiii, which fa peculiarly difpofed 
his Hero to afpire to an uncommon dei- 
gree of moral perfcdion, ^ the fame 
,time that it raifed his virtue; prevented 
his being fo cautious, as'£ man Ihould 
be, in order not to be deceived; by him- 
felf and by others, with the moft fub- 
lime ideas, and moft poble fentiments. 
A way xtf thinking, which- [feemed- to 
elevate him to a rank of bdngsfuperior 
to comnaon men, expofed him to their 
envy,, their maliciousrcenfure,^ their fnares 
and perfecutions ; and,, what was the 
nK>^ dangerous cirjcumftanc* for his vir- 
tue, made him imperceptibly fbiget, 
that in reality he himfelf was beither more 
nor lefs than a man.. The experience he 
at length gained on thefe points, opened 
hi^ eyes^ and- diffipated part of the .in- 
chantmett; he learnt to* know himfelf 
better, but waS) not yet fufficicntly ac^ 
quatntedi with the world; A new and 
great ftag^ on wjiich he was placed, re4 
H 5 movedi 
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moved this: defeat. A Airide extended 
aitd manifold expofience moderated his 
too ideal method of tlmddng, aiul coa* 
vinoed him, that like die magnanimous, 
virtuom and brave knight of £2 M^^;^/*, 
^that inftrudive image of the foibles 
and £ulings of the huniKEUi mind !) be 
had taken windmills iot giants, inns foe 
inchant3ed cs^ltes, and country "maidis for 
^vin& Dulciheas. He grew more wife^ 
but it was at the expence of his virtue. 
The tnchantment becoming too ftrong 
for his imagination, his defire of per- 
forming great a&ions^ of preventing al{ 
ipjuftice in the world, of wa^i^ perpe^ 
tual war againft the enemies of univerfa) 
felicitf, and i>f making men happy whe*^ 
ther tbejr would or np> JKras proporticm- 
ably dtmtnifhed. 

i Now, will any one iay to me,, fince 
our Hero was in this kind of difpofitioH,. 
and every thing well confidered, this 
muft have happened one way or other j 
for the ndblefl, the moft amiable enthu* 

^afm. 
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mm, . if it teftstoo long, agd wUl not be 
^pdl^M^nij tfee Uugcfiia n^ule dri- 
vers;: at kngtK becomeya folly, .what 
^ouldi'-or what wou\d o^ir autl^or do more, 
with him ? Should^ he ma^e a mifan-^ » 
tKrop^ hermit of him ? For fvich a pur-: 
ppfe, his mind was top much enligbt- 
wed; and hia: heart tpa weak— or too 
t^nder-por too gopd^ juft as you pleafe. 
Befides> our author, \yho was a Grecian, 
9^d mjoft at le^ft h?^v? been cotemporary 
with .4fcifA?W. (as th? Igarne^. have ob- 
fiftved, without our tftkipg. notice of it)v 
might not probably have thofe high idea^ 
erf the excellence of foUtftfy virtue^ which 
bave been entertain^ from the nwr^icu- 
Urns . periods pf' the tbkteendi and four*- 
tcfc^ centuries dt^wn tg qar philqlbphical 1 
;inaes; ideas, whiph to all- appearance 
^ill ftai be long fuppoct^d in many coun- 
tries. To bring him h%Qk . agaui into 
the wide wgildf would be doing nothing 
more, than to expofe him to the moft 
manifeft danger of beijjg cqnfirme^ iniils 
H^. anti-. 
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antiplatonic way of thing, by new ancP 
repeated experience; and to deprive hinv 
gradually, in the fociety of witty and" 
amiable perfons, who have either no prin- 
ciple, or at leaft none better than thofe of 
the fage Hippias, o( thofe precious, re- 
mains of his forrtier virtue^ which he barf 
ftill foitunately brought-wich him out of 
the peftilentiial air of the great world. In^ 
fuch circumftances he might probably 
have become a kind of middle chara<fter 
between wifdom and folly, rather a 
ridiculous than ah odious compound 
of penetration and fcepticifm, of real? 
and arbitrary ideas, of fuperftition and 
incredulity, of good and* evil' paflions, 
cuftoms and caprices, of virtues and vJ* 
ces equally deceitful. Infhort, he might 
have become as excellent a kind of crea* 
ture, as nearly the generality of us ape, - 
whether we know it — and if we know it^ 
whether we cbnfefs it — or. not. 

In ftich circvmiftances, and' when" (a* 
it has been faid) it was the author's^ djc^ 

fign. 
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4gti, to make a virtuous wife m^nof his 
Hero, stod in a way tob, that we might 
ckarif co8ipt«hend, how fuch a man — 
fo born— fo educated — with fuch abili- 
ties and difpofitions — with fuch a partii- 
cular ^rn ofc them — after fuch a feries of 
experience, of difcoveriies and changes— 
In fuch fcxtunite circumftances — in^ filcft 
a place, and at fueh a time — in fuch fi> 
ciety— in fuch a climate-— wkh (uch food^ 
(for even thfe has a more Jwwcrful influx 
cnce on wifdom ami' virtue, than many 
moralifls imagine )-^wi'th luch a* rule of 
diet — in Ihort, under all* fuch- particular 
fituations, as Jgathon has hitherto been^ 
and will hereafter be placed in-^how fuch 
a man I fay. might have been as wife and 
as virtuous as our Hero, and (thofe Who 
are not accuftomed' to think, may be- 
lieve it or not) under the fame^ or under 
fimilar feirdumftance*, fuch a rii'art might 
even bcfcbmc (b- at this day. If this, I 
fey, was hisf defign, he really had* no 
oth^ way left, than to place: bis Hero in 

this 
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Aiis cHaia of fortunate, iiicideitts, wliicK- 
%o his own aftopiihnjent, h^ will OP\v foOft 
experience. SwH a pan^)3rfe in4€^,<>f 
happy events,, is. too ^o^ommon p> Im- 
probable. But, how Ihall a poor author 
aft, who,^ when eyfsry thing i^ Y?ell co&* 
fidered, finds but one fingle wvf pg^p by 
tt^hich he. can extricate tun^felf, and tksi 
3,0 adventurous one ? J^ n^gn get^ oujtanj 
way he can, evem by jun^ping out of 
window.. The littk hero <>f the Qj|ee^> ^ 
of Gokcnda is.npt/tljp liirft who has been 
^>l^ed to ]u^verec,purfe to thi$ method ; 
sjnd withovit fucH a le?p, jM^mCgfsky ps. 
lord of tl^e worljd, (an expreffion, . whichi 
however comfl;»pn>. Hr really pfi4iicuV>ui^ 
^oug^) W0UI4 P^ h>yeh^ tljpfafisfae* 
Uon of proceedings in ^iyn^ph through > 
the ftreets of Bmi to the tapitol. 

^HUft much in juftificatien< (rf our: 
i^uthor \. wh^her it can «jiwer tb^ piurr 
fofis, we kavc to ^ecTitiqi Jp d^r* 
^)ne.. But ktthe crttipifo^ turn put as 
i^ n>ay, t|)c puVUiher, ^? l\e ha? ^i^e^dy 

di^Wrcd. 
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^clarsd, is notin the Icaft concerned in 
k^ The views he had ia redudnor the. 
old papers^ which accidentally fell In his 
hands, intp^ an abridgment^ in th€ form 
and manner ob£»:ved in the ten preceding 
bodcsr are already anfwered. le appears- 
unaecefiacy, to expMn thia^ point more 
dearly. Sp^ mdch bawever we can fay^ 
that henei^ec thought of writing a: novel,, 
aft many perfons,. notwit^hibmding the t^ 
tk and the pre£^e,. m^ have taken in* 
^ir head tabdfteve-*-And as diis booM,, 
in as much as the publiifier is^ccmeemedt 
iB^ ity id no novel> nor oii^tt^beone, 
fahe cares TfiryUtde about what is^lkd 
tkK cataftfopiie, and whether die a^uthor 
of the n^wfinipt has managed it d^jcto^ 
roufly, or hiuried it in^ap unskilful and. 
abrupt manner.. 
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2i^ People of Tarentum. CkaraBer of an 
amiakle old Mah. 

• yfRCHTI^AS, by whofe powerful 
r^'^ interpofition -^^a/A^« was delivered 
fcom the Hands of his ciiemies at Syra- 
cMjiy had been an intimate friend of his 
SexSoRt Stratontcns^. The- two famflkshad 
been conncifted freni ancient times, by 
the tiesT o£ hofpitality, which are faid to 
.have been held very iacred among the 
Greeks . The extenfive reputatbn which 
the philcxfbphcr of l^nrentumhzA: acqui- 
red, asihe moft.wartiiy among the difcb- 
pies of ; Pythagoras,: as a roan well verfed 
in the feaets of nature,, and in. the me- 
chanic arts, as a. wife politician, as an. 
experienced, and at the fame time a for- 
tunate General, , and what crowns all thefe 
advantages, as an honeft man in the 
fuUeft feafe of the word, had long ren- 
dered 
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ddred the name of ArcJytas refpedable to 
our Hero. To this may be added^ that 
his younger fon Critolaus, having pafled 
two or three years in Agathons houfe, at 
the time of his highefl: fortune, and hav- 
ing been treated with all public demon- 
ftrations of friendlhip, had cx>nceived fuch 
an attachment for him, as in great fouls, 
(for there were ftill great fouls at that 
rime) ' ends only with life. This fricnd*^ 
Ihip indeed had been interrupted a confix 
derable rime by accidental circumftances, 
and by Jgathon*s refidence at Stnyrnay but 
ft was renewed immediately after he had 
taken the refolution to Ifve with Dkny^ 
Jlus^ and from that period it had been 
carefully kept up, Jgathon during his 
adminiftration had frequently "taken ad- 
vice from the fage and experienced At" 
chytas ; and the feveral connedions which 
the people of Tarentum and the Syracufens 
had with each other, efpecially in point 
of commerce, had often afforded him an 
opportunity of doing fervicc to the Ta? 

rentioes,. 
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TffBLUo^ ^9f^^ all th^ cirqagck^aaces 
we may eafi^y jo^gs, that b^* waj, thp^ le&^ 
able to pefift' tjiCvafiba^qnatc aud.pxcflipgj 
inyitaftoi^ <^ bis friend Cr;/«^«i, a$ the 
dtjti^;of gr^jtitude to hiadefivwEfeem-^ 
ed n^t ta leave hfim at liberty to tak^ct any 
other motives into cqnfideratioq^ in the. 
€;hoice of hi^ r^ence;. 

Hs could not in fa£t have cboTen a 
I^c better adaptpdr to his f^jture views, 
than ToiTi^tHm. This republic was theoi 
txw&iy 11^^ t^fiitai(6m every pay 

ttjofiox^pj^felkaa^vjQ^ 1^ qwato^ 

lR:ip.TTt99 ^rq^i)^59ri|^ to fo^m^ amUr 
tiqus prqjflasj apcj^-t^pgr^at tQ.foir the; 
apibifi9iJ;of :%i^.wigh^^pl, ot th^, 
cndeavqaf^ tp^. q|;fanc^ th^mfelves^ 
toaweaip tofipd i|:^s aj^vanjtag^ in other 
enterpri:^, A>:n^uf^ as in thp arts, of? 
peace ; yet fti:oDg enough tp nrnntain it- 
felf agaiijft every -en^my wb^fe power was^ 
not exorbitantly fupeupr ;. and fuph ener- 
mies a fniall republic fef^na ha^. Jr-< 
ckj^as, duigipg the ccawrfe of mbrc than< 

tiui% 
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thirty years in whleh he hid hdd the 
chigi authprity in the, republic^ had fo. 
wcH accuflomcd the Tarentinies. to the 
w^ lauvs he had made for tfaeni^ that 
they fisemed rather to be goYemeJ by^ the 
inftiienQe of morality, than by the autho- 
rity of the legiflation. The Tarentines 
for the moft part were mechanics and 
tradeimen. The &ieiK:e& and fine arts 
were in no very particular, eftimatioft 
among them ; neidier were they held ia. 
contenapt; This indifTerence pre&rvied the 
TaientmeS' from the errms aasid extr^a^^ 
gancies of the^ Athenians ; amo^rwiiom^ 
every mao^ dowatptbe^tannerasidihoen. 
maker, would be a philofopher and an/ 
orator, a man of wit and a connoifl^iv 
Theywereagood kind of people, fimpla 
in their manners, diligent, laborious, re- 
gular, enenues topcxnp and profufion, •fr 

humane 

t The chartf^er here given of the Tarentines, i% 
widely different from tha^tkeyhad in the time ol 
Kin« Pyrrhus, and whick they maintained till die lof s. 
of their liberty. But it is to be obfervcd^ that Ar- 
chytas and Pyrrhus liycd at lead at the diiWice q£ 
eighty years from each other,. 
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humane and hofpitable to ftrangers,. 
averfe to aflFeftation, refinement, and ex- 
travagance in all things, and for the fame 
rcafon lovers of the natural and the fo- 
lid ;— ^a people who confidered more the ^ 
matter than the form, and who could not 
conceive that a difli made of Corinthian 
brafs, however exquifitely wrouglit, could 
be better than a courfe one made of fil- 
vcr, or that a fool could be amiable, be- 
caufe he was handfomc. They loved 
their freedom, as a wife, not as a. mif- 
trefs, without paffion, and widiout jea- 
Ipufy ; they had a reafohable confidence 
in thofe to whom tliey intruftedthc care 
of the ftate;: but they required that the 
confidence fliould be merited- The fpi- 
rit of induftfy, the liioft innocent and 
beneficent ofapy we are acquainted with 
in this fublunary fphere^. which infpired. 
this happy and ellimable people, made 
each individual trouble himfelf lefs about 
his neighbour's, aftairs at Tarentum^ than 
i& ufual in moft fmall cities,. Provided. 

they 
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they tiki not incur Icandal by any illegal 
aftioh, or by any behaviour notoriouily 
inconfiftent \vith morality, every man 
might live as he pleafed. All thefe things 
taken together,^ made in our opinion a 
very good kind of republican charader ; 
and it would have been difficult for y^a- 
ikon to find out a repwblic better adapted 
to moderate the diflike he. had conceived 
againft this fort erf" government. With- 
•out, doubt thefe people had their failings 
as wdl as others ; but the wife Arckytas^ 
under whofe adm'miftration the national 
charaijter ©f the Tarcntincs had firft taken 
a firm aiid determined fcM-m, knew how 
to mcan^ fo well thfcfc defers, which 
may be called the conftitutional faults of 
a people, that being^ blended with their 
virtues, they almoft ceafed td be defeds. 
— ^This is a neceflary ind perhaps the 
greateft art of a kgiilafcor; and we take 
this opportunity of recommending a more 
accurate examination and analyfis of it to 
thofe who feel a fti ong impulfc to lend 

their 
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tiicir affiibmce tows^ds a fohttidoTof the 
followhigproblaii; namely, which l<^- 
httion under given oirctimftaDces is like- 
ly to prove the beft ? A probtem, which 
liUiputian fouls alone confider as chitne- 
rical ; the folution of which, however 
difficult, is ftill poffible, and may pro- 
bably be referved for future tiuEies. 

Agathon no fooner fii^t his eyes on the 

Italian ibore, than he difcovered.his friend 

CritolauSy who with a train ci the nobleft 

^ youths of Tarentum had haftined^-^x> meet 

him ; in order to condxid him in a Idnd 

of friendly triumph, into a. city, which 

efteemed itfelf hoiioured that fuch^ a man 

* as Jgathon Ihould chufe to fix his refi- 

dence there rather than in any other 

-place. The agreeable air of this coail, 

. fiirroinftied with a ferene &y, the view of' 

' one of ihe moft beaudfbl countries un- 

' dcr the fun, aid the ftiH more^delightful 

'*ght of a ftfend, by wh6m he was be- 

' loved even tp enthufiafm, made our Vt&it 

' finigec m;one injtoil'^ll thetftiafortuii^^ 

he 
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He tad eki^ertfenced in^ASifd^, and through- 
out his whole' Kfe. A ghdfomc prcfeg- 
itig i3^pe6bti6n of the happineTs which 
Waited for hito in this before uiitrodden 
land, diffufed an kiexpircffible fen(atioii 
of delight throughout' his whole fi*ame* 
The undoubted joy which' Teemed at once- 
to take pofleifion of all his fenfcs, was 
hot that pecTitiar ^endhdntrng feirfattdn 
\vhich the beauties of nature, arid thecoft- 
fcloufnelV of being adluated by her pureft 

' impulfes, had made him expericiKe in 
his youth.— ^It * was not that fenfetion, 
that bloom of fenfibility, that tender fyjn- 

^ pathy' with every thing that Ihres, or 
feems to livei— it was not that Ipirit hf 

joy which' is breathed from all objetfts ; 

'that magic virtilh Which covers them, 

' and makes us melt in fiient raptttre, at*a 
fight, which' ten years later would fcatte 

• even nightly aflfedtui;-^no,--*this ehvted 
prerogative of our earlicff youth lefes it- 
felf imperceptibly ail Vve advance m life, 
andean Ad moll5 be fouhdi-^Bbt, it^as 

fomething 
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fom^thing fimilar to this ; his foul fecmod 
to be cleared from all the gloominefs of 
his immediately preceding fituation, and 
to be. prepared for thofe tender impref- 
fions, it wa? to experience in tjiis new 
period of his life* 

One of his moft happy hours, as he 
was often ufed jaftenvards fo affirm, was 
thaty in which he began a perfonal ac- 
quaintance with Jrch^tas. This venera- 
ble old man was Indebted to his conftitg- 
tion, and to that regularity which had 
been the diftinguilhing mark of his cha- 
rafter from his youth, for the advantage 
of having preferved his powers in a ftate 
of vigour uncommon at his time of life. 
An advantage however not by much fo 
uncommon among the ancient Greeks, 
as amongft moft of the European nations 
of our time ; with whom it has begun to 
be falhionable to lavilh away the firil half 
of tlieir life fo-inconliderately, that in the 
other half, they are obliged to call the 
moft fccrct power^ ^of medicine to their 

affiftattce. 
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affiftance, in order to enable them topro- 
tradt from one day to another a preca- 
rious languid flate between exigence and 
non-exiftence. Hpw much foever our 
Hero's imagination was cooled^ he could 
not but feel fomething he was^ not abte 
to account for in the mixture of nisyefly 
and grace, which was diffuied<^ through 
the whole pe^fon of this aqiiable old 
man;— apd he could not but feel this 
the more fcnfibly, the ftronger the con* 
traft was between this objeiV, and thofe 
tp which his eyes had for a confiderable 
time paft, been accuftomed to. — ^And 
why could he not do otherwife ? The 
reafon -is plain; for this^ id^l fome- 
thing, was not in his imagination, but in . 
the objeft itfelf. Reprefent to yoiirfelf a 
tall majefiic man, whofe appearance at 
once gives the idea, that he is deftined to 
gt^ivern othersj; and in whom, notwith^ 
ftanding his .grey hairs, you may ftill dif- 
cover the features of a handfome perfon. 
— You may without doubt remember to 
Vol IV. 1 have 
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bftvc feen fuch a one ; but this is not aH. 
Reprefcnt to ydurfdf, thiit this man 
throughout the whole courfe of his life 
his been diftingtnfhed for his virtue; that 
a long courfe of years has matured his 
virtue int6 wJfdom ;— ^that the unclouded 
ferenity of his fovil, the tranquillity of his 
mirtd, the general bcfaevblence with which 
he is infi)ired, tlic calm ccmfcioufnefs of 
a life fpent in innocence and good ac- 
tions, is difplayed lii his eyes, and 
over all the features of his fac6, with a 
'ftanip of truth, with anexpreffion of filent 
greatnefs and dignity, the powet of which 
a inah nuufl: feel whether he will oi* no; — 
this is perfiaps what you have net yet feen ; 
-—this is the ideal fomething I meant, 
which our Hero conceived and could not 
account for.— -But do ycfu remember the 
good old Mrs. Sfiirley .^-^wh^m for my 
part, however charming or even ima^- 
nary^'e Harriet Eyrofis, and' their rivals 
may %e, 1 Ihould on fome occafions pre- 
fer to a whole feragllo of HarrktSy CZp- 

fniHtinas^ 
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menttnaSy and Emilias, including even the 
Charhttes, Olivias, and all other God-^ 
defies of the fame:ftamp, together with 
the beautiful Maguehne : — ^Well ; a pic- 
ture of this fame old lady, drawn by a 
Van Dyke (if ftich a painter can be found) 
>?vould make a clofet-piece, for which I 
would freely giye up all the fe^uffes, 
and Graces of Fanho znd Bouc/urs, how 
little foever I might objedt to them. A 
piAure of Archytas, by the pencil of an 
Apellts (if there was an jfyelles in his 
time) wt)uld "be itV confipanion, 'Aga- 
ihcrr had only to behold him,' to be 
convinced that^hc had at laft found 
a truly wife man ; a man, who would 
only feem to be what he really was ; 
and in whom the moft penetrating eye 
could not difcem any thing which one 
would have wiflicd to be otherwife. This 
was a chara<5)er he had long wiflied to 
find, ^ but he had never yet imagined that 
he had found it, without being after- 
wards, one way or other convinced of bis 
I z - miftekc^ 
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m'itake. Nature feemed to have intend- 
. ed to ihew in Jrcfytas, that wifdom is i>o 
lefs her gift, than genius ; and that ^I- 
. though it is not impoffible to reform a 
bad difpofition by art, and from a SilenuSj 
if fuch is the will of Heaven, to make a 
Socrates (a vid:ory however which art 
very feldom obtains) yet it is given to n^ • 
ture alone to produce that happy tempe- 
rature of the elements man is compofed 
of, which by a concurrence of as many 
fortunate circumftances, may at lafl be 
- Taifed to that perfed harmony of all hu- 
man powers and adtions, in which wif- 
dom and virtue are concentrated* 

Archytas had never had either a glow- 
ing imagination, oc violent paflions ; a 
certain flrength, which cbaca&erized the 
mechamfm of his head and his h^art, 
had from his youth moderated the effedk 
of external ohje<3:s upon his fouL The 
impreffions he acquired from them, were 
clear and precife enough, to fupply his 
underftanding with r^ images, and to 

prevent 
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prevent the confufion which ufually 
reigns in the minds of thofe whofc too 
relaxed fibres can only receive weak and 
languid impieffions from objedrs. But 
thefe impreffions were notfo lively, nor 
accompanied with any fuch violent agi- 
tations, as in thoie perfons, who, by ten- 
der organs and more feducing fenfes de- 
fined for the enthufiaftic arts of the- 
Mufes, muft purchafe at a dear rate the 
doubtful fuperiority of a magic imagina- 
tion, and a heart made highly ienfible by 
the tyranny of the paffions, to which it 
is more or lefs fubjeft. It was owen to 
the want of this advantage, as fining as 
it is little worth envyingy ' that Arehytas 
had fcarce any trouble to keep peace and 
order in his internal difpoiition; that, in- 
flead of being governed by his ideas and 
feelings, he was always matter over them, 
and' knew not the miftakes of the head 
and heart, but from the experience of 
others; miftakes, whrcb the enthufiaftic 
tribe of heroes, poets and virtuofos of all 
I 3 kinds . 
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kinds can fpcakoffrom their own. From 
hence it happened alfo, that the Pytha- 
gorean philofophy,, in . the principles of 
which he had been educated— that very 
fame philofophy, which in.the brains of 
{o many others produce a fingular mix- 
ture of. truth and . illufion, — was formed 
in his mind, by refledtion and experi- 
ence^ into a fyftem of ideas equally fim* 
pie, ufeful and practical ; — a f)^em, 
which feemed to come nearer to truth 
than any other ; which ennobled human- 
nature, without pufiing it up, and opened 
its views into better worlds, without to- 
tally abflra£i:ing it from this, or making 
it ufelefe in its prefent ftate ; — a fyftem, 
which by the moft fublime andi)eft ideas, 
our foul is capable of forming of God, 
of the conftitution of the world, and of 
its owii nature and deftiny, puri6cs and 
moderates it paffions, improves its fen ti* 
ments; — and (what is not fo trifling an 
advantage, as nine hundred and ninety- 
nine men of a thoufand imagine) — a fyf- 
tem. 
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tem, which delivers the foul from the 
bondage of thofe popular ideas which, 
deform it, which make it little, mean, 
timid, deceitful and fervile; ideas, which 
drive away and ftifle every noble inclina- 
tion, every great thought, and on thii 
very account are zealoully entertained by^ 
political and religious Demagogues a- 
mohg the greateft part of the human 
race, from views, which thofe gentle- 
men have reafon to conceal. 

The moft convincing proof of the* 
goodnefs of the phjlofophy of the wife 
Arthytas^ in our opinion, is the moral 
character which is attributed to him by 
the unanimous teftiiiwny of the antients. 
This proof, it is true, does not agree 
with a fyftem of metaphyfical fpecula- 
tions ; but the philofophy of Archytas was 
entirely pra6iicaU The example of fo 
many great fouh, who had mifcarried in 
their efforts xo go bq^ond the limits of 
human reafon, would not probably have 
made him wifer in this refpedt, if he had 
1 4 had 
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had more vanity and lefs coolnefs. But, 
fuch as his difpofition was, he gave up 
thefe fort of fpeculations to his friend 
Plato^ and confined his examhiation of 
objedts merely intellectual entirely tothofe 
fiftiple truths, which common fenfe can 
attain, which reafon confirms, andwhofe 
beneficial influence on the happinefs of 
ouf particular fyflcm, as well as on the 
general good, is alone fufficient to dc- 
monftrate their excellence. We may 
therefore with undeniable certainty from 
the life of fuch a man, infer the good- 
nefs of his principles. Arckftai united all 
domeftic and civil virtues, with that moft 
excellent and moft divine of all virtues, 
which is founded on no other relation 
thari that general chain with which na- 
ture connedts all beings. He enjoyed the 
uncommon happinefs, thatthe irreproach- 
able innocence of his public and private ' 
life, the modefty with which he knew 
how to foften the fpkndor of fo much 
merit, and the moderation with which he 

exerted 
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exerted his power, had at length fo com- 
pletely difarmed envy, and fo entirely 
gained hirti the hearts^of his fellow citi- 
zens, that (not with Handing he had re- 
tired from affairs on account of his great 
age) he was confidercd' as the foul of the 
flate,. and the father of his^ country as; 
long as he livedo In this quality he 
maintained aa authority which wanted 
nothing but the outward marks of regal 
dignity- No defpot ever ruled with, 
more/ unKmitt^ fway over the bodies of 
his Haves, than this venerable old maa 
did over the hearts of ia free people ; nor 
vif^ls ever the beft of fathers more affec- 
ftonately beloved by hi^ children. Hap- 
py people ! to be governed by aa At^ 
(^tas^ and to know fo well how to efti- 
mate all the val»e of that fdicity !— And 
§SM more happy j^tlton, who in fiach ai 
man found a prote^or,, a ftiend^ and a« 
fecond father,. 
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CHAP. III. 

Jn UHCXpeBed Di/covefy. 

'JRCHTtAS had two foni, whofe 
-^^ emulative virtue miade the uncom- 
mon and defcrved happincfe of his old 
age complete. Thh amiable family lived 
together in a harmony, the ^htof which 
tranfported our Hero into the hajipy Cm- 
plicity and innocence of the golden age* 
He had never feen fo beaudful an order^ 
fo perfcdk an union, fo regular and ex-, 
cellent a whokj as the houfc of Arclfftas^ 
repiiefented. All the ddmcftips, even ta 
the joweft clals, were worthy of fuch a» 
raafter. Every one feemed e:?caftly fuit- 
etl to the pl?ce he occupied. Jrckjftas 
had no ilaves ; the free, bfut difercet be- 
haviour of his fervants, the alacrity, the 
ejcaftnefs, the emu^^tion with which they 
did their duty; the confidence that was 
placed in them, were proofs that he had 
* foxsnA out the means of infpiring even 

thefc 
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thefe raw and mechanical fouls with fen- 
timehts of honour and virtue. The man- 
ner in which they fcrved, and the manner 
in which they were treated^ appeared to 
efface what was .ignoble and debafing in^ 
their fituation. They were proud of ferv- 
ing fo excellent a mafter ; and there was 
not one of them who would have accept- 
ed of his freedom even with the moft 
advamageous propofals, if he had been 
obliged to give up the happinefs of be- 
ing a domeftic of Jrelytas. Content 
enlighfened every countenance; but 
there was, not the leaft trace of ^that 
mc^n pride which commonly di^in- 
gi^es tiie lazy tribe of fervants in great 
hopfes*^ Eve^jr thing was here in mo-. 
x^ovLi, but. without that tumultuous noife^ 
wj^ch proclaims the heavy- gomg> of the; 
machine^ The ' houfc of Jrckyj^s Ttkpor] 
bled the intisrnal mcchanifm of the ani- . 
mat body;, . in which cveij thing, is -cm- ; 
gk)ye4:.in continwal labour^; withojjf ow. 
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being fenfible of any motion, while the 
external parts are at reafL 

Jgathon ftill continued in that agree- 
able aftonilhnEient, which muft rncreafe 
every infiant, during the firft hours he 
pafled in (o Singular a houfe ; when he 
was at once, and without being prepar- 
ed for it by the leaft intemal prefege^ 
furprized with a difcovery which had ve- 
ry nearly perfuaded him that all he faw 
was a dream^ 

The Gyn«cium among the Greeks^ 
we know was commonly a^^inaccefflble to- 
ftrangers, as thd Hatem among the peo- 
ple of the Eaft. But Jgatkm was not 
treated as a firariger in the houle ef ^- 
efrftas^ This amiable old man therefore^ 
after they had cbi!iv^rred toge^er about ai 
c^pie of h6ursy whidi i&hted vtty flfeoh: 
to oto Hfero, condthSted him iia com- 
pany wkh his two Cons intO' the' inmoft 
tefcefe of the hoUfe, where the female 
jpart of the family relided, ia cirder^ a^ 
he feidj not to deprive hia daughters any 

longer 
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tongcr of a pleafure, in the expefitation 
of which they had fo long rejoiced. Re- 
prefent-to yourfelf how much he muft 
have been afloniihed, when the firft per- 
Ibn who caught his eye as he entered, 
was his ?^xhe! — ^SitOations fuch as thefe 
are better painted than defcribc;d.-r-This 
apparition was fo unexpeifted, that he at 
firft thought himfelf deceived by an ac- 
cidental refemblanee of this youtig lady 
to his beloved P^rA^. He ftarted; he 
looked at her again ; and if he had even 
been unwilling to truft any Ibbger to his 
eyes, what paflid in his heart would have 
been fufficient to cteaf his donbts. Yet 
it fcarce appeared credible to hint, that 
after fo long an abience^ aad with fo lit- 
tle probability of cfver feeing hei:\again> 
he fliould be fo fsMtunatc a $ ta find hcfr 
ki theGynaecium ©f hi^ friend at I'arm-- 
htm! Another thdughr^^hich in thefe cirf- 
cumftances was very neural, increafed his 
confufion, and prevented hIroAom giving 
iimfelf v^ to that jqy, wjiid^ a figli*> 
' as 
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as much defired as it was little erpeSed^ 
diffufed over his foul. ' Pj^che did not ap- 
pear in charaAer of ^ ^ave in this hou(e ; 
what clfc could hfe therefot;e fuppofc, but 
that Ihe rauft be the wife of one^ of the 
fons of Jrch^im ? It is trye indeed, he 
might as well have itt>agined her to be 
hb newly difcovered daughter; but ia 
fuch circumftances our imagination i^ 
ever led to fuppofe what we moft ^pi;e- 
hend. He had in reality gueffed the mat- 
ter at once ; Pj^^be had beeathe wife of 
Cr//^ii«j a few months, / 

.Our readers ;iti|i}f D0W pdroetvg,* what 
a fine oppdrtuniCy this little incident gives 
OS for pathetic defcrlptions and tragical; 
fcencs— What a fituation 1 — After alpi^ 
and pam&l ieparation, unexpedfdly tx>< 
inA zgtax% the ob^ed of the tendered af- 
feftiona of' his. heai*^ hh firft love ; . but, 
then to find her again,, only toiee heriit 
another's arms, and whet prc^ijvidcs alk 
tight of coirqplaiiting, of betpg enraged 
OF iiresitfaiing^ revepge in the aryis of 

one^s 
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one's dearcft frigid! — Luckily for our 
Hero ! — and for the author — the perfons 
who at this inAant were witnefles of his 
aftoniflimenty were not fo paffionatcly 
fond of pathetic fcenes, as to be capable: 
of taking pleafiire in his torment. They 
only wilhed to have the fatisfadlion of 
furpriziilg him ; but it would have been 
cruel to- make him go through a tragical 
fcene, how fortuoate-foeyep the cj^taftro- 
phe nqfight atlaft have turned out. The 
tender' Ffythe beheld his confufion for 
a few .mome»(!s ; but could not contaia 
hcJlfeif any ionger* ' She flew to him 
wjith opdn aroGta, and' While with tears of 
joy ihe bedcwid his glowing cheeks, he 
heard himfelf called by a name, which 
juftlfidd her tendereft .catefles, wea inthc; 
pjofeiM^qf.a huflband. rf, 

jHAq the love \^ith whichi Aye inTpired 
l)im in ,tl^ groves of Delphi been, . left 
PUtonic, the difcoverii^ a fitter iu.the- 
beloved of:jbi5 htart, ^oul^.noi h^c 
beto fo jpyful\tt> hiip af it w^ But Jc 
J may 
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magr he remembeFid, tRat their love^ 
however infinitely tender it was, refem- 
bled rather that kind of affeiSioti which 
nature excites between broth er$^ arid 
fifters of a fimihr di^6fition^ than that 
which is founded oa the magic power of 
another iilftinft^ from the ardent fymp^ 
toms of which their love had been al* 
ways exempt. They had aiready at th$t 
time found a particular fatisfaiftion in 
imagining, that their fouls at leaft wece^ 
nearly related to each other, though they 
had not fufficient rcafpiis> h(;m m^ich fo-^ 
efVer they might wifli it, to aifbribe the 
iimocent paffioa the^ felt ior each oth^^ 
to the effeft of the naturkl fympatby of^ 
eonfaflguinity.^ J^athon therefore vi» 
h^f^pier thau he coold have ejrped!ed to* 
be, when after the fexpladdtlonsrtbif wese 
i^^e to hiiii> ^ could no longer doiibt 
df recovering in fjj^cHe a $fl5er^ whom 
firom the account before given: him by his^ 
iutber hefuppofed to be dead. He was^ 
ftill the n»M« )Ktppy> ds by'hei: lipiean^ he: 

• be- 
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became comiefted with a family, in 
whofe favour his heart was already fo' 
much prepoffefled, that the thought of 
being ever feparated fr^mi them would 
have become infupportabk to him. Now^ 
my fair readers, he wanted nothing more 
to make him ^s happy as a mortal could 
be, than that Archytas Ihould have fomc 
amiable daughter or niece, to whom we 
'might marry him. But unluckily for 
him i^rc^ji had no daughter; and if he 
had any nieces, which we catinot pofi- 
tively^ affirm, they were either already 
iriarried, or not catculatrf to bamfh the 
image of the beautiful Danae^ and the 
recoU^bns of his former felicity, which 
grew daily more andmoi^e livdy". 

These recolledrions had already be- 
j;iin to take pofle/Son of his heart in his 
melancholy hours at Syracufe. The for- 
row with which his foul had b^en cloud- 
ed and depreffed in the laft period of his 
life at court, hadgiven him Occafion to 
raife comparifons between his former and 

his 
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his prefcnt fituatton ; comparlfons which 
could not poffibly turn out otherwife 
than to the advantage of the former. He 
reproached himfelf, that in a fit of en- 
thufiaftic heroifm, he had quitted for fuch 
frivolous reafons the molt amiable of all 
women, on the mere accufation of fo 
contemptible a man as HiffiaSy from 
which Ihe might perhaps have juftified 
herfelf completely, jf he had given her 
the hearing. This adion, which he at 
that time had thought fo commendabje, 
when he confidercd it as a glorious vidory 
over the ignobler part of himfelf, as a 
great expiatory facrifice which he made 
to offend^ virtue, now appeared to him . 
ungrateful and bafe. He was grieved 
with the thought that he might have been 
happy in connefting his fortunes with 
her's ; and enthufiafra fuflfercd the more 
in his opinion, when he confidered at, 
the fame time by what chimerical reprc* 
fentatibns and hopes, it bad deprived 
him of his private happin^fs. But the 

thought. 
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tluiught, that by his mean behaviour he 
had obliged the beautiful Danae to de- • 
Ipife, to hate him, and that Ihe could ' 
never think on the tendemefs he had in- 
fpired her with, otherwifc than as an un- 
fortunate weaknefs^ the remembrance of 
which muft HCCeflarily load her with grief 
and regret-^this idea was totally infup- 
portable to. him. Danaey however of- 
fended ihe might be, could not poffibly 
deteft him fa much, as he abhorred him- 
felf in thofe houcs, when thefe ideas 
overpowered his reafon. But thcfc hours 
at lafl paired over, and ^ painful fenfe of 
the preieht misfortune contributed not a 
Kttle, to reprelent to him the caufes and 
circumftancesof his departure from ^Swyr- 
na, in fuch a fplenetic light. The happy 
alteration, which his fituation inthemoft 
amiable family that perhaps ever exiftcd, 
produced in his circumftanccs, ne- 
ceffarily changed alfo the colour of his 
imagination. Had he not quitted Da^ 
nae, he would neither have recovered his 

fifter. 
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lifter, nor hate becofiaie |>erfoaaHy ac- 
quainted with the wife Anitas. Thcfe 
confequences of his virtuous infidelity, 
made it imjpoffible for him to wiih that 
he had not been guilty of it; but they 
excited, inftead of this, anothof wilh, 
which in the fituatioh he lived in at Tiz- 
rentufn^ was very natural* The ferenc 
tranquillity, which in a Ihort time was 
re-eftabliflied in his mind, naturally in- 
clined to mirth; the freedom from all 
occupatioris and cares; the enjoyment of 
all that thi friendfhip of a heart full of 
feniSbility can fupply; the profped: of 
the happinefs of his fiiend Cntokusl, 
which feemed'tonn^afc every d^ in the' 
poflcflion of the loVely F£fcke ; the want 
of diffipation, by which th« fobl is pre- 
vented from cpncentfatirig itfelf in the 
fphere of it's moft agreeable ideas and 
fenfations ; the natural ' confequences of 
this, that thefe ideas and fenfations nauft - 
of colirfe become mbife Jively ^— ^aUthefe 
circumftances concurred to renew that 

kind 
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kind of difpofition in him, which excited 
the fcfldereft re<5olieftion of the once 
greatly h^loye^ Dmae/ mi produced in 
him from time to tinae, a kind of foft 
voluptuous nwlancholy, in which his 
. heart fufFered itfelf to be carried back 
witlfout r^^i||nce into thofc inchanting 
fcenes of iQve and defi^t, which — for 
reafons we will leave to . moralifts to de* 
termine— had loft infinitely, lefs of their 
influence by the revolution that had taken 
place in his foul, than the abftrafted and 
mere intellectual obje&s of his fqrmer 
enthufiafm. Can we bjame him for 
wifhing in fuch hours to find the beauti- 
ful Danae innocent, — for wifhing it fo of- 
ten and fo s^rdently, thajC he at length per- 
fuaded himfelf flie really was fo ?— Cw 
we bjame him if the impoflSbility of re- 
gaining a good, of which hehad fo cre- 
dulously and in fo bafe a manner depri- 
ved himfelf, Ihould fometio^s fink him 
into a melancholy, w}iicb iml>ittered the 
tafte of his preieat happinefs,.aDd made 
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the deeper impreffion on his mind, ^as he 
could not refolve to comtnunicate hisi af- 
Hi&ion to thofe perfcMis, to'whottl, ex- 
cept in this ofte point, he ufed to open 
the inmoft rcceflb of his foul ?— Where 
then is this preparative to Ittd us ? — ^fomc 
of our penetrating reade* will peirhaps 
thmk : — we (hall dbubtleft h^Ve Datiae 
brought here by fome officious 'ftorm, 
fince the good PJyche,^ without our know- 
ing how, by a true ftroke of a magic 
wand, has appeared to us in theGynafci- 
ufn of the venerable Jrckytas.^^^^ And 
why not ? — ^as foon as we are aflured 
how happy \vt can make our friend Jga- 
than by this.**— But where then is the 
j>l^af\ire of^*fiJT^iz#, whJch other writers 

• Vifually procure to Acir readers with fo 

• muth pains and art ? It is tieglef^ed, gen- 
:tkn\en; and Diderot c^n tell you if ye 

pkafe, why ye lofe little or nothing by it. 
In the mean while we ai^e glad to*be ti- 
minded, that we o^^^e our readers fdriie 
account, how Pj^rke, whom We hid *left 
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dreffcd like a Ga^mede, and in the 
hands of a pirate, fliould have happened 
to become the wife of Crifolaus, and the 
lifter of Agathon. A fmall extradt from 
the account given to Agathon partly by 
his fitter herfelf, partly by her nurfe, 
(vvhb'^iad the misfortune to be rather 
more prolix in her narratives than we are) 
will be fufficient to fatisfy their reafonablc 
curiofity on this point. . 

A violent ftorm is a very unfortunate 

event for people who are in the middle of 

the open fea^ or feparated from a watery 

death merely by the thicknefs of a plank; 

but for one who writes the hiftories of 

* heroes and heroines, it is almoft one 6f 

the luckieft o( all incidents, that caii be 

thought of, to hdp Tiim out of a diM- 

culty. It was therefore a ftorm (and you 

have no realbn to complain, jgentlemen, 

' for it is, as far as we know,' the firft in 

this hiftory) wfaicK delivered the lovely 

Vj^vhe out of the formidable power of an 

amorous pirate. The Ihip ftruck on the 
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Italian coaft, a few miles from Q^ua^i 
and PJychc^ proteded by the Nereids or 
the Deities of love, was the only perfon 
in the fhip who was fafely conveyed to 
land on a plank by the Zephyrs. The 
Zephyrs alone would not perhaps have 
. been fufficient for this purpofe, but with 
the afliflancc of a few filhermen, who 
luckily happened to be near at hand, the 
matter admitted of no difficulty. This 
was all very fortunate, but it was no- 
thing in comparifon with what is to fol- 
low. One of the filhermen (without 
doubt the moft compaffionate) carried the 
di%uifed Pj^cbe^ who wanted much to 
dry herfelf, and to recover from the fa- 
tigue ^e had undergofte, to his wife in 
his cottage. The fiihennan*$ wife (a 
pretty plump woman pf three or four and 
forty years of j^e) who looked as if her 
he^rt had not been infenfible in her 
younger days, Ihewed unconui^n com- 
paffion for the misfortune of fb amiable a 
youth as T£f€h€ appeared to her to be ; 

flie 
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ftic took as much care of him as poffible, 
and could not farisfy her eyes with gazing 
at him. She feemed jo recolleft, Ihc 
faid, that flie certainly had feen fuch a 
face before ; and copld fcarce wait, till 
the beautiful ftranger was in a condU^ 
tion, according to cuftom, to tell his 
ftory. But PJyche wanted reft ; flie was 
therefore put to-bed; and on this occa* 
fion, the fiflierwoman, who was attentive 
to the raoft trifling circumftances, difco^ 
vered, that the difguifed youth was a 
moft exquifitcly beautiful young woman, 
—but yet not quite fo handfome as Ihc 
had found her in men's cloaths. It was 
natural to be at firft rather diflatisfied 
with this metamorphofis ; but this tran- 
fient ill-humour was foon converted into 
the moft lively and affeftionate joy: — In 
Ihort, it was difcoveted that the fifher- 
woman, Qonariony was the nurfe oiFJychey 
who by this name, imagined that flie re* 
coUeded her beloved nurfe, as well ai 
the other remembered her deareft nurf- 
Vol. IV. K^ liDg 
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ling from the features of her face, from 
her refetnblance to her mother^ M^m^ 
and particularly from a little mole ihe 
had under her left breaft. Cknarian bad 
been the mc^ faithful fervant of Jour 
Heroine's mother, and after her death, the 
Kttle FJychey or Phihcka, as ihe was |jro- 
perly called, was committed to hercare^ 
for Pj^ke was only a fondling appellation 
fvhich bernurfehad given heroutof^en- 
dcrnefs; and the little PhihcUa, as Ihe 
had never heard herfelf called any thing 
but PJychf or PJycharion, afterwards gave 
it out as her real name. Stratonicus had gi- 
ven Clonarion a fufEcient fum of money 
with the yet infant Pfyche,^ and had or- 
dered her to bring the child up in the 
neighbourhood of Cor'mthy as that wjJs 
the moft convenient place where he could 
vifit her now and then incognito. The 
young Pjychey the joy and pride of her 
tender nurfe, who loved her as her own 
child, grew fo pretty that a more lovely 
*gid could 'not ht feem The hopes of 
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gain at laft feduced feme bafe peopk to 
Real lier away privately, when flie was 
about five or lix years old, and fell her 
to the Prieftefs of D^lphos. A nccklac^, 
to which was fattened a miniature pi&ure 
of her mother, and which the young 
fj^che xxkA always to wear, was bou^t 
with her, and ferved afterwards to con- 
firm that ihe really was the daughter of 
Stratonicus. Clonariony when fhe mifled 
her FJyche^ tore her hair ; and after fcarch* 
ing for her fome time, every where, 
except where Ibe really was, ihe could 
think of no better way, thap to giw out 
th^t.the child was dead> in order to clear 
hffifelf to her matter, from the charge of 
culpable negligence* Stratmtcus was the 
moreeafily impofed upon, as'at that time 
he had been engaged in affairs, which had 
hindered him a long time from going to C(y 
Ttnth. In the interim, Clonarion, who was 
always wandering about from one place to 
another, met with a number of adven- 
tures, which ended at laft m this, that 
K2 . ihe 
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ihe became the wife of a fifherman in the 
neighbourhood of Capuay already rather 
advanced in years, in whoft eyes flie was 
, at that time as beautiful at lead, as Theth 
or Galatea. She loved her dear nurie^ 
child fo tenderly, that ftie had given the 
name of PJyche to a daughter of her own, 
, ipcrely to keep her in perpetual remem- 
brance. The death of this child, hap- 
pening near about the fame agp at which 
PJyche^ had been ftolen away, renewed 
her grief; and as from this circum- 
ftance the image of the fender Tfyche was 
ever* before her eyes, fo (he had the lefs 
trouble in recoUecfting her, notwithftand- 
ing fourteen or fifteen years mull have 
produced fome change in her features. 
Our Heroine therefore now increafed the 
fmall family of the old fifherman, who 
changed his abode, and went into the 
neighbourhood of Tarentum^ where, * as 
. they were totally unknown, fhe paffed for 
h)S daughter. Fj^che adapted herfelf to 
the low condition in which Ihe muft ne- 
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ceflarily live with her nurfe, as well as if 
flie had never kSown any better ; and 
had nothing more at heart, than by in- 
duftrious labour to lighten the burden of 
her maintenance. At laft the young Cri- 
tolaus happened accidentally to fee our 
Heroine, who in her ruftic, but neat 
drefs, and adorned with frefti flowers, 
mufl haye appeared to him, when he met 
her in a grove, rather as one of Diana's 
companions, than the daughter of a poor 
fiflierman. Critolaus conceived the moft 
ardent paflion for her ; and his love be- 
ing as virtuous as it was tender, he. foon 
gained the compaflionate Clonarion over 
to his caufe; and as BJyche then knew 
that Jgathon was her brother, fo there 
was no reafon why ihe ihould be infenfi- 
ble to the afFedtion of fo amiable a young 
man. In reality Critolaus was in many 
refpefts a fecond Agathqn; but the cir- 
cumftances afforded fo little hope of the 
poflibility of a legitimate connexion with 
him, that PJyche thought herfelf obliged 
K 3 the 
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the more carefully to conceal what her 
heart felt in his favour, the more deteiv 
mined he was to facrifice all other confi-* 
derations to his afic<fl:ion. At length 
be had no other expedient but to dif- 
cover the fecrct of his heart to the 
perfon, whofe approbation he leaft ex* 
peAed to giain. All the eloquence of 
infpired love, would have bad very 
little efifea upon fo wife a man as 
Jrckytus; hyxt QrUdoMS n^ted fuch extra* 
ordinary things of the underftan<Ung and 
virtue of his beloved, that his fadier at 
laft began to attend to him* Arckytas 
had never experienced the power of the 
Demon of Love, but he was humane, 
good, and fuperior to vulgar prejudices 
and defigns, A bealitifui and virtuous \ 
young woman was in his eyes a very no* 
ble creature, whofe merit through the 
clouds of meannefs and poverty Ihonc 
only the more confpicuoufly. As fqon 
as Critolaus perceived that his father be- 
gan to hcfit^e, he ventured to difclofe to 
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Kim, die lecret of his beloved's hinh^ 
which Clofjarmy without PJyche'% partici- 
pation, had told him in confidence, hop- 
ing it might have fome good cfFect. Ar^ 
4:hytas^ Uf whom Stratonicus had formerly 
difcovered his fecret conne&ion with Afu^ 
farion^w^ not a little rejoiced at this inci- 
dent; he wished nothing nvore than that 
the lady with whom his fon had tieen fa 
violently fmitten, naigbt prove the daugh- 
ter of his d^areft friend ; but he would 
, be certain that Ihe really was fo ; and the 
mere teftiniony of a fiiherworaan did not 
appear to him fufficient. He contrived , 
to fee Pj^che and her fuppofed nurfe ; he 
thought that he difcovered in the features 
of the former fome traces of her father ; 
and the converfation he had with her> 
ftrengthened the favourable impreflion, the 
fight of her had made upon hinu At his 
defire her ftory was related to him with 
all the circumftances ; and he found ftilv 
lefs reafon to doubt of the veracity of 
thofe things which his fon,, withauc the 
. K4 kail 
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leaft inquiry, had received as the moft 
evident truth, on the bare report of the 
nurfe. The necklace which Pj^che muft 
have left behind her in the hands of 
the Pythonefs, was ' the only thing 
wanting to convince him entirely. On 
this account he fent a perfon he could 
confide in to Delphos; and. the prieftefs, 
when fce found that a man of fo great 
authority interefted himfelf in the fate of 
her former flavc, made no difficulty of 
delivering up the tokens of her defcent. 
Jrchytas now thought he had a right to 
confider P^che as the daughtei* of a friend, 
whofe memory was dear to him, and he 
himfelf now had nothing nearer at heart 
than to tranfplant her into his family. 
She became therefore the wife of the hap- 
py Critolaus; and this connexion natu- 
rally gzvcArchytas freOi motives for in- 
terefting himfelf in Jgathon's deliverance 
fo warmly and zealoufly, as we have be- 
fore related, 

• CHAR 
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CHAP. W. 

Someihlngf which without a Spirit of Divi*- 
nation, may he forefeen^ 

y^GATHON had begun to live 
^^ much earlier than moft men do, 
yet he was not near fb far advanced in 
yean as to retire totally from the. world.. 
But after having already twice under- 
taken a principal part on the theatre of 
public life^ in which he had acquit- 
ted himlelf well enough for a young man,, 
le thought he had a right to retreat into* 
the circle of private life, as fong as he 
Aad not any particular call to fcwe hisi 
country, or as Jong as ix Ihoiild not abr- 
folutely ftand in need of him* The prin- 
ciples of the wile Archytas coincided ex- 
aftly with .hi3 way of thinking on: this* 
head. ' A man of more than comment 
^ipacity, faid Juhytas:^ may find fuffi- 
•'^ cient employment in reforming his owm 
life, and in endeavouring to attain! per- 
K 5 fiefl:ionk 
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feftion. ^e is beft qualified for Hs bi> 
finefs when he has begun to. acquire a 
knowledge of himfelf and of the'world, 
by a feries of confiderable experience* 
While he thus labours for hinafclf, he in 
fiift labours for the world ; becaufe he is 
thereby fo much the better enabled to be 
of ufe to his country, to his friends, and 
to mankind in general; and to concur 
towards promoting the unfverfal good of 
the fyftem, whether with more or lefs 
dignity, in a greater or a fmalier circle, 
in a public, or in a lefs confpicuous 
manner, ^ ,* 

Jgathon, as foon as be became a ci- 
tizen of ^arentumy employed himfelf 
agreeably to thefe maxims, principally 
in the mathematics?!. fciences, in examinr 
ing the powers and pionerties of natural ^ 
things, and in afftronomy. In fliort, he 
ftudied that part of ipeculative 'philofo-r 
f hy, which, with the affiftance Qif ^e 
fenfes and careful reafoning, leads to a ^ 
<Jear, though by no means a conipktc 

knowledge 
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knowledge oi nature, and her hiajcfti* 
cally fimple, wife and beneficent laws. 
To thefe fiiblime flbdies, in which the 
inftrudions of jtch^toi were of great fer- 
vice to^ him, he joined the reading 
df the beft Wrii^rt of all clafles, particu- 
larly th« hiflbriang-, and the ftudy of an-- 
taquity^ which as well as^ verbal criticifm> 
be confidered as one of the mod noble 
and? ufefuly or one of the moft infigpifi- 
cant Ipecuktions, according as it wa§ 
puHued dther in^ a philofophical;. or 
naer^ly in a mechanical manner- He fre^ 
qwently laid- thefe feverer fludies^.afide,. iat 
0rder, as he faidj to fport with the Mufes;, 
and the natural bent of his genius^.made 
this kind of ihtelledbual amufemdnt fc^^ 
agreeaTikr to hin^ that \^ feund itdiffi- 
eult tb^difengag^ himfelf fi?am itiag^in. 
Painting and Mufic,, tha, fifter arts tO-^ 
pqetry, the fublime theory of which lofes» 
itfelf in the moft. myftferioue- depths^ erf 
philofophj^, alfo employed fome of his 
time;, iaud. helped him to avoid. too great 
K 6; aDft 
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an uniformity in the bccupaticwis of fai» 
mind, and to prevent the pernicious con- 
fequences that niight enfue from its be- 
ing confiued to one fingle fpecies of 
6bje^. 

The frequent converfations he had 
with ArchytaSy contributed much and per- 
haps pi incipatly to reftraio his mind from 
wandering in abftrufe Speculations upon 
metaphyfical fubjeds, Jgatkon^ who for- 
merly, when his foul was all fenfibility, 
fuffered his judgment to be too eafily fur- 
prized ; now he began to reafon coolly, 
found almoft every thing doubtful. Eve- 
ry day leflened the number of humaiv 
ideas and opinions, which would ftand 
the teft of a quiet, cool and accurate exa- 
mination. The fyftems of dogmatical 
philofophers were gradually eclipfed, and 
difpelled by the rays of penetrating rea- 
Ibn, as the chimeras, and magic beauties; 
we fometimes think we fee in^ a^ ctoud of 
vapburs on a funxmer^s morning, are dip^ 
fipated by the rifingfun. The wife ^;p- 
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ckytas approved the modeft fccpticifm of 
his friend; but while he brought him 
back from his too adventurous flight in- 
to the land of ideas, to thofe fimple, and 
therefore more eftimable truths that feem 
to be the guides, which the common Fa- 
ther of all Beings has fet up to conduct 
us fecurely through the labyrinth of life ; 
—he warned him againft that total am- 
biguity of mind which occafions fo much 
irrefolution and debility of reafon, and 
confequently becomes the fourcc of fo 
many injurious confequences to religion 
and virtue, and to the tranquillity and 
happiiiefe of our lives, tliat the fitua- 
teon of the moft inch anted enthufiaft, 
19^ preferable to that of a philofopher^ 
who from continual apprchenfions of be- 
ing miftaken, at length dares neither af- 
firm nor deny any thing. In fa<ft, reafon 
>Q this inftance is fomething like DoAor 
Tei^ Rezi& of jlguero ; it has fo much to: 
cppofe to every thing our fout is nou- 
>^ed with, that Ihe muft at laft as ne^ 
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ceflarily languifli through inamtionr^ tis 
the unfortunate governora of the ifland 
of Barataria did through the diet,, to 
-which they were condemned^ by the oxxf^ 
cd prefcription of theit toa &rupulou» 
phyficbh. The beft way on- foch aft^oe- 
caiion, is to extricate ourfelres as Sancka^ 
did. Inftind:, and the almoft urierringj 
fenfation a wlni is right and good^ 
which nature has imparted to al^ nien> 
can beft inform us what wfe are to truil: 
to ; and fooner or later, the men o^ die; 
grcateft genius muft have Becourfe to this,, 
if they would avoid the fete of the pa- 
triarch Noah's dove,, of fluttorir^g dbout: 
on all fides, and finding no^ refling^ pl8tt:e.. 
NotwithftandiDg alt thefe various oo* 
cupations m which our Hero^ employedt 
his leilure to his own advantage,, \i^ had 
jftilL fame hours to fpare, which, were de- 
voted to frienufhig and fociable pleafures. 
—Too many houts^ indeed for his own 
tranquillity; for in thefe, s^kind of ten- 
der, melancholy which be could! opt geb 
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l;Tie better of, reduced his foul to that 
llate of inchantment, we have already 
xnentioned in the prece<Jing chapter. In 
fiicka difpofition of mind a. man prefers 
living in the country, where he has' an 
opportunity of giving way to his thoughts 
with lis6 interruption^ than amidft the 
duties and diiiipationa of a more fodable 
town. life. J^athon therefore frequently 
retired to a feat> in. th^ poiSeffion of his 
brother Critolaus^. about- fix miles from 
\Parentum, where he fometimes diverted 
himfelf with hunting in his company, ft 
happened once on this occafion, that they 
were furprized by a ftorm, atleaftasvio^ 
ient a^ that in which^ by the contrivance 
of two Goddeffes, jEveas and Di(h were 
driven togjether inrto the fame cave. 

^ But here no fuch hofpitable. cave pre- 
jfented. itfelf to afford tliem flielter,. and 
the worft' was, that they had loft their 
fetvants,. and Hisew not for a conivlerabte 
tim^ in what place they were. This h 
an. accident. which in. itfdf hasQothi% 
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very extraordinary, but occafionea as we 
Ihall fee one of the moft fortunate adven^- 
tures, that ever happened to our Hero^ 
As foon as they got out of the wood, 
Cr//o/^j recollected the country, but per- 
ceived at the fame time, that they were 
fome miles diftant from home. The 
ftorm ftill continued to rage violently, 
and there was no place in which they 
could take Ihelter nearer, than a lonely 
country houfe, inhabited, for more thaa 
a year paft, by a foreign lady of very 
lingular character. It was conjeitured 
from fome circumftances, that flie muft 
be the widow of fome man oi rank and 
fortune, but no one had hitherto been 
able to find out her name and former refi^- 
dence, or difcaver what had induced her 
to change it, in order to live in a ftate of 
total fequeftration from the world. Re- 
port faid much of her beauty, yet no 
body could boaft of having feen hep. 
The lefs people knew of her, the mort 
they made her the: fubje(St of their coi>^ 

vex- 



Digitized by 



Google ^ 



A G A T H O N. 209 

verfation for a confiderable time; but 
when they found ihe was refolutely de- 
termined not to trouble herfelf about 
what they faid, they no longer mention- 
ed her, and left it to time to explain the 
myfterioiis charaAer of this perfon, and 
the reafons of her Angular method o( 
living. Perhaps, faid Critolaus, this la- 
dy is a fecond Jrtemijiay who chufes to 
bury* herfelf alive in this folitude, in or- 
der to abandon herfelf to her grief with- 
out interruption* I have long been defi- 
rous of feeing her ; this ftorm will I hope 
give us the opportunity :* fhe cannot re- 
fiife us Shelter in her houfe; and when 
we have once gained admittance, we (hall 
find^ fomc means or other of feeing her, 
i^ven though we fliould be the firft per- 
fons in. this neighbourhood, who may 
have been indulged in that privilege. 

We can readily imagine, that Jga- 
thon^ however indifferent he might be to 
the ladies, fince the time of his fepara- 
tjon from Danae^ muft yet have fome cu- 
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riafity to be acquainted witlv fo extraor- 
dinary a perfOB. They armed at tbc 
CHitward door of a houfe, which r^fem- 
bled rather an incKanted caftle, thaa a 
Villa in the Ionian or Corinthian tafte. 
The badnefs of the weather, the earneft- 
nefs of their nequeft, and perhapa^ their 
good appearance gained them admifflon. 
Some old flaves conduded thena into a 
faloon, wh^re they could not avoid ac- 
cepting, all the littk ferviccs^ that were ofr 
fered them in* the moll friendly manaer, 
and which' thtir fituation^ required. The 
figure of thcfe ftrangers feemed to throw 
the people of the houfe into aftonifep 
ment, and gave theai reafen to think 
that tiiey muft be peribriis of dtftinftion : 
hut j^atfion^, whofe attention was preicnt- 
ly engaged by fome pidupes^ which orna- 
mented thefaloon, did not perceive that 
hi was ol)ferved with ftill greater atten- 
tion by a female Have. This Have ap- 
peared like aperfoB who knew not whe- 
ther ihc Ihould believe her eyes or not ; 

and 
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-and CritolauSy a$ he afterwards declaiiedy. 
tiiiought at firft that her fiirprize was ao 
effeib of our Hero's beauty* After ga- 
zing upon him a few minutes with eager 
eyes, fliehaftily quitted the faloon. She 
ran fo eagerly up to her nwftrefs's'cham^ 
l?er, that fhe was quite out of breath* 
*^ And who do you think, Madam, faid 
fte panting, is below in the faloon ? Hat 
not your heart akeady told you ? Diana 
be propitiouS' to me ! What an incident 
iSr this ! Who would have dreamt it? I 
am fo aftoniflicd, I know not where I am T* 
-*•" Upon my word I believe you arc 
not rightly in your fcnfcs, faid the. lady 
tather fixrprized ; who is then below ia 
the faloon ?•*— «0 ! by the Goddefles ! I 
fcarcely could believe my own eyes;— hut 
yet I knew him again the moment I faw 
hini, though he is grown rather flouter : 
nothing is more certain — it is he, it is 
he 1** — " Torment me no longer, cried 
the lady, feized with ftill greater aftonifh- 
' ipent, with thy myfterious jargon ; tell 

me 
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-me then trifler, who is it ?'* — " But can you 
not yetguefs, Madam, who it is ? — I tdl 
you, that Agathon is below in the faloon, 
yes Agathon^ nothing is more certain : — It 
is either he, or his ghoft, one or the 
other indifputaHy. His mother could 
not know him better than I did, the mo- 
ment he threw off the cloak in which he 
was at firft wrapped up/' — This good girl 
would ftill have run on in the fame flrain, 
for her heart ovefflowed with joy, if 
ftie had not quickly perceived, that Her 
miftnefs had fainted, and was fallen back 
on the fopha. It was with, fomc difficul- 
ty Ihe could bring her to herfelf again ; 
at length the lady recovered, but only to 
be difpleafed with herfelf, for having fo 
much fenfibility. ^^ You frighten me. 
Madam, faid the flave, if you faint away 
merely at the mention of his name, what 
will become of you when you fee him ? — 
Shall I go and bring him up immediate- 
ly ?" — " Bring him up ? replied the lady, 
no truly; I will not fee hirn !'* — ** You will 
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not fee htm. Madam? What a thought I 
But you cannot be In carneft ! O^ if you 
did but fee him, — ^he is fo handfome, — 
handfomer I think than ever ; my eyes 
could have devoured him ; you muft fee 
him. Madam, — It would indeed be inex- 
cufable in you, to let him go away with- 
out feeing you; — wherefore have you 
then" — "Hold your tongue, fay no more, 
cried the lady, leave me,— but do not 
think of going down again into the fa- 
loon. If it is he, I do not chufe he 
fliould recoUedt you ; for I hope you have 
not yet betrayed me/' — " No, Madam, 
replied the confidant ; he has not yet no^ 
ticed me, for he was totally taken up 
with ;confidering the pidures, and I 
thought I heard him figh once or twice ; 
probably'' — "Thou art crazy, interrupted 
the lady, leave me, — I will not fee him^ 
neither flxall he know in whofe hpufe he 
is ; if you difcover it to him, you have 
loft a friend/'— rThc flave retired in hopes 

that 
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and thpWautiftil Danae was left^bne. 

A detail of all that paffed in her mind, 
would fill up feme flieets, though it took 
up lefe than fix minutes.-^What a con- 
teft ! — ^What a tumult of contrary emoti- 
ons ! Till this moment Ihe had loved him, 
lb tenderly — ^and now it feemed to her M 
if file fislt that Ihe hated him, — She dread- 
ed to fee him,— and yet impatiently wifli* 
ed it. What would flie have given an hour 
before to fecthisJgathon^ who, however 
uiigrateful, however inconflrant, ftill reign- 
ed over her whole foul, — the lofs of whom 
had made all the advantages of her for^ 
mer fituation, her refidence at Smyrna, 
her friends, her riches infupportablc to 
her, — whofe image, with all the delight^ 
ful recolle<9:ions of her former happi- 
iiefs, was the only good, the only plea- 
sure, Che was fufcepttbte of; But now, 
when flie knew that it wists in her 
|>ower to fee him again j ;tll her pride wa< 
4it'0nce awakened, and in fome moments 

feemed 
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feemed to make it impoffibfe far her to 
forgive him. If in the next moment 
love rcaflumed its dominion, the appre- 
hcnfion of finding him indiflferent inftant- 
ly reduced her to the fame dilemma. To 
all thefe may be added another confide- 
ration, which perhaps might appear too 
refined in tlie beautiful Danae, if we did 
not declare in her juftification, that our 
Hero's flight, the difcovery of thecaufes 
which compelled him to fo violent a refo- 
lution, the thought, that her own errors 
had made her contemptible in the eyes of 
the ohly man.lhe had ever loved, — that 
all thefe things I fay, had produced a 
tota\ alteration. in her way of thinking, 
an alteration which had been blrought 
about by her cionverfing with Agatkm^ 
and by that union of fouls, of which we 
have already fpoken in the fifth book, 
Danae did not fufFer lierfelf t« be dtfisou- 
raged by the reproaches flie had to make 
herfelf, and which probably Ae Jiiight 
deferve merely tm accoynt -cff the pecu- 
^ * liarity 
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Harity of circumflances, from the nobte^ 
refolution of devoting herfelf tQ virtue ; 
a refolution. Which in that age was in it- , 
felf confidered as meritorious. In reali- 
ty, a kind of amoroi^s defpair had the 
greateft Ihare in the extraordinary ftepftie 
had taken, of voluntarily quitting a 
world in which fhe was adored, for a fo* 
litudc, where'the liberty of entertaining 
herfelf with her own ideas, was the only 
fatisfadtion that could compenfate the 
lofs of all tiiat ihe facrificcd. But it be- 
longed only to a great foul, a foul formed 
for virtue, to be capable pf fuch defpair 
in the fplendid circumftances in which 
flie lived, and to perfift in a refolution, 
which muft foon have overpowered a 
weak mind. Had Danae beenvoluptu- 
oufly inclined, fhe might have found op- 
portunities enough at Stnyma and every 
where elfe, of confoling herfelf for the 
lofs of her lover. But her love, as we 
may perhaps ftill remember, was of a 
more noble kind, and fo nearly allied to 
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the love of virtue itfelf, that we have 
reafon to imagine, from the total privacy 
in which our Heroine livcd^ that the firft 
bad now entirely loft itfelf in the latter ; 
that her fincere love of virtue, and the 
confcioufnefs of the involuntary weaknefs 
of her heart for the too amiable Jgathon, 
were good reafons why flie Ihould hcfitate 
to expofe herfelf to the danger of being 
afleded by a too probable return of her 
former fentiments. This was a thought 
which ihe might have, without entertain- 
^ ing too high an opinion of her charms ; 
and which from the felf-djftruft always 
accompanying real virtue, muft have no 
inconfiderable degree of weight. Such 
was the conteft between love, pride and 
virtue in her irrefolute heart, for and 
againft the defire of feeing Agathon.^^ 
What was the effeft we may readily ima- 
gine. Love could not be love, if it did 
not contrive to gain over pride and vir-. 
tue to it's fide. It infpired her pride with 
the defire of feeing how Agathon would 
Vol. IV. L behave," 



Digitized by 



Google 



2i8 7%e Hijoty ^f 

behave^ when he ihould Up foddenly and 
imexpe&edly behold the once much be- 
loved, and cruelly injured Danae; anH 
encouraged her virtxie to a confidence 
that Ihe fhould be able to bear, with- 
out being too violently agitated, the 
tranfports he might poffibly experience 
on this occafion. In ihort, the confe- 
quenceof this internal conflid was, that 
Ihe had juft refolvedtp call in her confi<- 
dant (the only perfon Ihe had taken with 
her at- her departure from Smyrna) that 
flie might give her the neceflary orders ; 
when the Have herfelf came in, and told 
her lady, that the two ftrangers had fent 
one of the flaves who waited upon them, 
vequefting in a very preffing manner the 
permiffion of being admitted to the 
miftrefs of the houfe. — A frefli caufe of 
irrefolution, which no man who knows 
die nature of a female heart will wonder 
at. In reality Danat^s heart beat fo via- 
' lently at thi$ inftant^ that ihe found it 
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necefiary to compofe herfclf, before fhd 
could venture to undergo fo fevere a trial. 
In tkc mean time, while this beautiful 
lady IB fettling with hcrfelf what flie (hall 
refolve upon, and how flie Ihall behavtt. 
in an interview fo much defired, and fo 
much dreaded, let us return for a mo- 
ment to our Hero in the faloon. The 
more Jgathm confidcred the pi<Stures 
which hung round the walls, the more 
was he perfuaded that he had feen them 
in I>Mae*s country houfe at Snrfrna. But 
fo little could he conceive how they 
(hould have got here from the place ipi 
which he had feen them two years be- 
fOTC, diat he thought it rather more pro- 
bable he fliould be deceived by his ima* 
gination. The fame matters might per- 
haps have wrought off feveral copies of 
their pieces. But when he fixed his eyes 
% fecond tune upon one pidure, which 
rcprefented the Goddefs Diana^ as ihe waj 
viewing with eyes of love the llceping 
Enifftim ;*-*4ie was fo firmly perfuaded 
L a that 
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that it was the fame, before which lie 
had fo frequently flood for a quarter of 
an hour together in admiring extafy, in a 
fummer-houfe of Danae% at Smyrna^ that 
it was impoffible for him to refift convic- 
tion. The confufion which this threw 
him into, is not to be defcribed. — Had 
Danacy — but how could that be poffible ? 
— And yet all the particulars which O/- 
toUus had told him of the lady of the 
houfe, feemed to confirm the ideas that 
arofe in his mind, and which he fcarcc 
dared to indulge. The beautiful Danae 
might have been fatisfied, if flie had 
known what was pafSng in his heart. 
He could hot have been feized with 
greater dread at coming into the pre- 
fence of an injured Goddefs, than at the 
thoughts of appearing before this Danae, 
whom for a confiderable time paft he had 
been accuflomed td reprefent to himfelf 
as innocent, as Ihe feemed contemptible 
and odious to him, at the time that he 
quitted her. But the defire of feeing her, 
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^t length banilhed all other emotions with 
which his heart was agitated. His anxie- 
ty was fo vifible, that Critolaus could not 
but obferve it.- ^j/Ao« would have done 
better to difclofe the caufe of it to him ; 
but inftead of doing this, he had recourfe 
to the common excufe of not being well. 
Notwithftanding this he e:^prefled fo im- 
patient a defire of feeing the lady of the 
houfcy that Critolaus began to cohje<fture 
from what he ofaferved of his behaviour, 
that there mufk be fome myftery in this 
bufinefs, the unfolding of which he ea- 
gerly, expcdted. In the mean time, the 
liave whom they had fcnt with the mef- 
fage to his miftrefs, returned with the 
anfwer, that he had orders to conduit 
them into her chamber. And here it is, 
that we are more than ever tempted to 
wiih, that this book Ihould be read by 
none but thofe who believe that there are* 
fuch things as great fouls. The fitua- 
tion in which we fliall fee our Hero in a 
few minutes, is perhaps one of the mod 
L 3 delicate 
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delicate that can be experienced in life. 
If we had here to do with foch imaginary 
^hanwaers as thofc which have been feign- 
ed by the female writer of the fixrct hif- 
tory of Burgundjfy and of the Queen of 
Navarre^ we ihould fcarcely have been 
lefs embam^ied than Agathon faimfelfi 
when with a throbing heart and panting 
breaft^ he followed the ilave who intro« 
duced him into die chamber of an un- 
known lady, whom with equal agitacioo 
^ wiihed and dfseaded, nught be Danaa. 
Buf: a$ Ag4ak$n and Danoi are a^ much 
hiftorical charafbers^ as Bnous^ Portia, 
apd a hundred others^ whole exiAenc^ 
has not been the iefs certain, becaufe they 
have not diought, or aded exadly at 
common people do: we are not very 
anxious how this J^athon and this Danac 
might or would have afted according to 
jbe moral ideas of any perfons, who may 
judge well or ill of this work, if this 
Jgtdhon and this Dame had not been 
vfaat Qok Hero and Heroine were«^ The 
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right of jqdging cannot and ought not to 
be comefled with any man ; ^ur duty is 
to relate, not to invent, and we are not 
to be blamedi '^ Agdthen has not behaved 
himfejif wiiely and beroitally CTOugh oq 
this occa£oD^ to cfeferve the eAecm of 
rigid moral critics; or if Danue has not 
maintaiiied the prerdgative of fecnale 
I^ride^ fo wdl as many others^ who thank 
keaven that they are no Drnms^ would 
Itave done in her place. 

The beautiful Dattae feated on her 
fopha^ waited for the viiit fbt was goii^ 
to receivej with as nauch fortitude as m 
female ibult and one« which at the fame 
is as tender and ienlible as fuch a foul 
can be, could polEbly be capable of. — 
But are there fuch things as female fouls? 
— O, Sir ! I told you that the latter part 
of this chapter was not written for any 
one who can aik fuch a qucftion. — You 
may perhaps doubt whether women have 
aay fouls ; but if they have fouls, they 
are female f<^ls ; for Heaven defend us 
L 4 from 
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from thofe Penthefileas, and Amazons, 
in whom nothing is female, but their 
form. — ^We will not however contend 
upon this fubjeft at prcfent. Danae there- 
fore waited for the fight of her fugitive 
with tolerable firmnefs; but as to what 
pafled in her heart, fuch of our tender 
readers as are capable of putting them- 
felves in her fituation, muft read it in 
tlieir own. She knew tbat Agathon had 
a companion, and this confideration was 
of ufe to her; but -/^j/Ao» experienced 
very little relief from it. The door of 
the anti-chamber was opened by the fe- 
male flave ; — he immediately recoUefted 
the confidant of his beloved, and there- 
fore could no longer doubt that the lady 
he was to fee in a few moments, was^ 
Danae. He fummoned all his fortitude, 
while with trembling faultring fteps he 
followed his friend, Critolaus, — He faw 
her, would have advanced towards her, 
but cbuld not ; he fixed his eyes upon 
lier, and fell back, overpowered with 

excefs 
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excefs of fenfibility, into the arms of his 
friend. The beauteous Danae at once: 
forgot all the great refolutions of cooK 
oefs and referve flie had taken fuch pains 
to make. She ran to him with tender 
conftemation, took him in her arms^ 
and gave a free couric to ail her tender- 
ncfe, without ever confidering that there 
was a third pcrfon by, who muft una*- 
voidably be aftonilhed at all he htard 
and faw. But the goodnefs of his hearty 
and the fympathy, which in a few mi- 
nutes makes great fouls acquamtod with 
each other, infpired him with the fame 
kind of behaviour, in a fituation foe 
which he was fo little prepared, that a 
long intimacy with her would have pro* 
duced. He led his friend to the iCbpha, 
on which Danae tbrew herfetf down near 
him, and a^ he was now ibjKciently let 
into the fecret to perceive, that he 
could be of no farthear ufe, he unob^ 
fervedly flipt away to a iufficicnt dif- 
ttiice, m relieve wr lovexs from the 
L 5 conflraint 
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conftraint of a referve, which in fuch 
moments is a greater evil, than people 
who want fenfibility can fuppofe. jiga-- 
thon^ by the fide of the tenderly «ffeded 
Danaej and incircled with one of her 
beautiful arms, gradually recovered the 
power of breathing ; his face repofed on 
her bofom, and the tears, which trickled 
down upon her, were the firft figns that 
convinced her of his returning affciftion. 
Her firft thought was to difengage her- 
felf from him ; but her heart would hot 
fuffcr her to do it ; it told her what was 
paffing in his, and fhe had not the cou- 
rage to deprive him of a confolation, 
which he; feemed, and in reality did 
ftand fo much in need of. But in a 
few minutes, he reproached' himfelf, as 
being unworthy of fuch exceffive good- 
nefs. — He threw himfelf at her feet, em- 
braced her knees with a fenfibility, which 
words cannot defcribe; he endeavoured 
to raifc his eyes up to her, and being 
not able to fupport her look, fank down, 

his 
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his countenance bathed in tears, upon 
her lap. Danae could now no longer 
doubt of her being beloved, and it wa^ 
with great difficulty Ihe reftrained the 
transports into which Ihe was thrown by 
this aflurance ; but, it was neceffary to 
put an etid to this too tender fccne. 
jigathon could not yet fpeak,— and what 
indeed could he have faid ? — " Jgathon, I 
am fatisfied/^ faid Ihe in a ^ne of voice, 
which involuntarily difcovered what trou- 
ble Ihe had to check her tears ;-^" I am 
fatisfied; — you recover a friend, — and 
I hope you will hereafter find her 
lefs unworthy of your efteem. — No 
excufes, my friend, (for Jgathon at- 
tempted to fay fomething that looked 
like an excufe, and in the violent emo- 
tions he was in, he would have found it 
difficult to make a proper one) — ^^you 
ihall . hear no reproaches from me,— *we 
will think no more on what is. pad; but 
in order to enjoy more completely the 
happineis of founexpeifltcd a meeting/' — 
; ^ " Generous, 
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**G«erou$,diTiiicI)tfw^/*'ttclaimedi^- 
Hm^iA a tranfport of gratitude and krve^— 
•* No epithets, Agathbn^ interrupted Danag, 
DO enthufiafm ! Thou art too mueh agi- 
tated; compofe thyfelf — ^wc Ihall have 
time to give each other an account of 
what has happened to us fince the taft 
tkne we msx* — Allow me to enjoy unin- 
tetruptsedly the pleafuie of having founds 
dibe again» it is the only fatis&£bion I 
haveexperiencedfiorthefe two years.'' 

With thefe words (and indeed fte 
would have kqpt the laft to herfelfi i£ it 
had been poffibk for her to be mifirefs 
cfver b^r own heart) fhe an^, approadi^ 
ed Critobm^ asid gave the moie than -ever 
inchanted Jgathon time to refumea cakn* 
er difpofidon of mind 

CcOira mtus agnitmn — Our fair reado^ 
have already feen enoi:^h> tt>repre{ent 
to thenafelves what the coniequences ojf 
foaender a foeae muft be. Dmae and 
Cthciims were foon good firienda. This 
yeui^nraacQQfefibd, thacJua tfydmcL^ 

cepted, 
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cepted, he had feen nothing more perfeft* 
than Danae ; and Dome difcovcred with' 
much fatisfadion,- that Critolaus was the 
huiband of the beautiful PJyche, and 
TJyche the recovered fitter of Agathoti^ She 
had' not much trouble -to perfuade her 
guefls to pafs the night in her houfe ; 
the blame therefore would have lain upon 
our lovers, if they had not found an op- 
portunity of converiSng privately, and- 
explaining their fentiments to each other* 
The charmfcg Danae told her friend,, 
that on her return to Smj^na^ flie fooh 
difcovered the treachery of Htppiasy and 
the cauTe of Agaihoris iudden difappear- 
anc^. ^She did not conceal from htm^ 
that the pain of lofing him, had forced 
her to take the ftrange refolution of re* 
Bouncing the world, and of punifhbg 
herfelf in a diftant folitude, for the foi* 
bles and failings of her pall life. To this^ 
flie added, that fee hoped, if once flie 
ihould have the opportunity to give him. 
an entirely fincere and circumilantial hi& 
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nxtfoi her hearv to the dme wh«Kit' 
QOpTerfattoo^ and the tenderadk flie had^ 
experienced fi9r him akmc the iSrft time 
m her life, had giveo her fold a kind of 
aew eriftcnce/— that ihe hoped he would: 
then find reafotn, tf not entirely to \\x^- 
fyt yet to pitjr rath^ than condeom her* 
The fear of gtTing her veafento think 
diat flxe had fwfcited any of his efteaav- 
on account erf what had before pafled be- 
tween them, obliged dor Hero for a ooa* 
fiderabk tinnictO'CQttcedthewactty ofr 
Ids fendments* Dsnae howerar bocamer 
raquaimed' wMi d» torily of >c*jiW:^ 
wiioerer&w hermuft necefiarily loveher; 
awd the betcer^ie was known, the more - 
did ihe rife in^thcirefleem* BfefidesH^is,. 
k was one of her qualifications to be able 
to accomtnodatt h^rfelf very eaffly and • 
in the beft m^mer to. ail perfon«, fitua'* 
tions and ways Of. livings How could it 
thcrefom be otherwifc, than that in a 
flipft time Oxer fliould be conne&ed by the 
WKi€f«fl fiicndfeip to this worthy fami- 
ly,?: 
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ly ? The wife Archftas himfclf was fond 
of her company, and Ac took a delight 
ill a0iftUig to alleviate, by the fprightli- 
ncfe pf her converfation, the inconVeni^ 
eoces of old age, in a man of fuch u^* 
common merit. But nothing could equal 
the afFeftion with which PJyche and Da^ 
nae infpired each other. Never perhapr 
did fo tender and perfed a friendfhip take 
place t)etween two females, fo well fitted 
to become rivats. We may imi^ne that 
j^ation loftncftUng by this. He faw 
th^ beautiful Danm every day^ and luuE 
illLtbc pnvtl^es of a brother with har— ^ 
but bow could it have been poffible, he 
fhouM for ever have been (atisfiedi with, 
this?— There were moments, when in- 
«toxicated with the recolledion of his 
former felicity, he wilhed to exert the 
privileges of a favoured lover* But Du'* 
naevfu fo much ftrengthened in her new 
way of tbinkingy by a familiar inter- 
Qoqrfe with the virtuous perfons flie livedo 
with at prefent; that the tendered folici* 
tiatioos of love could not triumph over. 
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Rer. In this refpeft (he would no longer 
be Dame for hin:i. That is improbable, . 
will the connoifleurs fay; improbable! 
grant, yet ftill poffible. In a word, Dcf- 
nae fliewed by her exampk, that this was 
really poffible to ^Danae; znd Jgathon 
experienced it to fuch a* degree, that 
PJyche at laft began to pity him^ She 
knew the fecret hlftory of her friend; 
Danai had beeiv candid enough to g^ve 
her a faithful account of it. We may 
eafily conceive the difficulties that oppo- 
led therafelves to the felicity of thefe lo-. 
v«rs, who fcenaed fo entirely made for. 
each otha-. But were they of confe-. 
quence enough to make them unhappy ?. 
Had he not the example of the great P^* 
ricles before him ? Dad not Banae m all 
refpefts deferve the fate of Afpqfia? — ^ 
It would be an eafy matter for us to ex- 
plain this miraculous affair to our readers, 
but we leave it to them to conjefture 
what he. did — or to determine what he 
ought t6 have done^ 

CHAP. 
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CHAPTER V. 

A FarezvelU 

AN D now fincc in this laft book we 
think we have done every thing 
in favour of our Hero, that the moft af- 
fedionate friends he may have gained, 
(and we hope he has found fome) could 
ever wifti for. his advantage :— Since he is 
now happier perhaps than ever mortal was 
—or at leaft that he has it in his power 
to be happy, — we have nothing more to 
do, than to thank our readers of both 
fexes, who may have had patience enough 
to read as far as this page — and to affure 
them, that we Ihall be very well fatis- 
fied, if they have taken pleafure enough 
in this hiftory to read it through — and 
ftill more fo, if they are become wifer or 
better by it. But this is their own bufi- 
nefs. • The editor of the hiftory flatters 
himfelf at leaft (for who does qot flatter 
himfelf?) that he has fumiftied them 

with 
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with frequent opportunities both of plea- 
fure and improvement. If the fuccefs 
does not anfwer his expe&ations^ he will 
confole himfclf with rcflcfting on the 
fete of fo many thoufand measures aad 
attempts which are daily fruftrated, and 
will wrap hlmfelf up with Horace, in the 
integrity of his intentions. 

He cannot however avoid difcovering 
in confidence to his friends^ that the 
Greek manufcript which he has in his- 
hands, enables him to give fome fupple- 
ments or additions to the hiftory of ^j- 
thoHy which 'may not perhaps be unwor- 
thy of their attention. It is not impoffi* 
ble for inftance, that they may be defi« 
i^us of being more accurately acquainted 
with the fyftem of the wife Arcfytas, or 
of knowing what y^^/^'x opinion might 
be, when he was fifty years old, upon 
every thing in heaven or on earth which 
deferves to be an obje& of our inquiries, 
aur t^ug^ti, our inclinations, our wiihes, 
9f reveries.. Perhaps alfo itaiig^t not be 
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^arn^ceable to them, to read the hiftory 

'Of Danae circumftantially detailed, aa 

ihe had had the courage to relate it to 

Jgathon at a time when he no longer 

'thought fo enthufiaftically, and therefore 

more reafonably — ^We could have fatis- 

ified the defire of our friends in all thefc 

particulars, if we had previoufly known 

that they had fuch a defire — and had any 

;reafons to hope that thefe additions would 

'have been of half as much fervice to the 

public, as the French author of the trea- 

tife on Nightingales^ mentioned by HeU 

vetiusy thinks he has been of to n^an- 

Jkind by his book. 



THE END. 
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